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BEIRUT — When Israeli
President Isaac Herzog an-
nounces his choice for who
can try to form a governing
coalition on Sunday, he’ll be
making a pivotal decision in
a contested election that
many see as Israel’s most
fateful.

Before Herzog are two
bitter rivals: longtime in-
cumbent Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and
his right-wing Likud party
versus Gadi Eisenkot, who
leads the center-right
Yashar party and once
served as Netanyahu’s mili-
tary chief of staff.

As of Thursday, after
days of consultations be-
tween Herzog and the
parties that won a place in
the 120-seat Knesset,
Eisenkot appears to have
the advantage. When no
party prevails in the parlia-
ment, the president — an
otherwise largely ceremo-
nial figure — selects which
party can lead in forming a
government.

In last month’s election,
Eisenkot’s opposition bloc,
which includes several
parties, gained 48 seats, and
picked up 19 more after Ar-
ab-led parties said they will
support him, for a total of 67.
The Arab-led parties, which
gained a record number of
seats after unprecedented
voter turnout by Palestin-
ians with Israeli citizenship,
are now in the unlikely posi-
tionof kingmakers.

Netanyahu and his right-
wing allies garnered 46
seats, Herzog said. United
Torah Judaism, a party fo-
cusing on ultra-Orthodox
Jews thatwants tomaintain
amilitary service exemption
for religious students, has
traditionally supported Ne-
tanyahu, but has so far re-
fused to support either can-
didate.

Until a coalition is
formed,Netanyahu,whohas
served 19 years over three
tenures as prime minister,
remains the head of a care-
taker government. If neither
candidate succeeds in form-
ing a government, another
electionmustbeheld.

Eisenkot’s numbers
make clear that he should
take the first stabat forming
a government, Herzog said,
but it was “not entirely
clear” thatEisenkotwill suc-
ceed given what Herzog
called “the mutual vetoes
between the blocs and
within the blocs them-
selves.”

Eisenkot must rely in
large part on a fragile and

PEOPLE walk in the compound at the Dome of the Rock mosque in the Old City of Jerusalem on Thursday.
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Palestinian parties are
in the unlikely role
of kingmakers after
record election gains.

By Nabih Bulos
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Arabs
appear
to be key
in Israeli
coalition

WASHINGTON—Presi-
dent Trump on Friday
named StephenMiller to re-
place Susie Wiles as White
House chief of staff, elevat-
ing one of his most contro-
versial advisors just days af-
ter Republicans suffered
historic losses in the
midtermelections.

The appointment sig-
naled Trump would double
down on an agenda that has
alienated broad swaths of
voters, including Latinos,
who shifted away from the
GOP in record numbers
Tuesday following a cam-
paign of aggressive immi-
gration enforcement spear-
headedbyMiller.

Wiles had been seen as a
relatively moderate voice
within Trump’s orbit. But
Miller, the deputy chief of
staff and a native of Los An-
geles, has been the architect
of Trump’s most hard-line
policies since the outset of

the president’s political ca-
reer, advocating a push for
massdeportations that sent
fear throughout immigrant
communities nationwide.

“President Trump is the
most transformative politi-
cal leader in American His-
tory — and he has single-
handedly saved America
from those who would de-
stroy it,” Miller said Friday
on socialmedia after the an-
nouncement.

“Themissionnowismore
clear than ever: Fight with
all of our soul to support our
President and defend this
magnificentRepublic.”

Trump told reporters
that he chose Miller for the
role because he’s a “great
manager.”

“Stephen’s been with me
from the beginning,” Trump
said. “He gets it. Very good
politically.”

But across party lines in
Washington,electedofficials
and pundits wondered
aloud what the president’s
political strategymightbe in
picking Miller, whose policy
prescriptions helped lead to
the worst election rout for
Republicans since the
Watergate era.

Democrats had hoped
theirhistoricvictorieswould
be sufficient to sour the

Trump digs in,
appointsMiller
as chief of staff
The choice reinforces
the mass deportation
agenda, a big factor in
GOP’s midterm rout.

By Kevin Rector,
Michael Wilner and
Justine McDaniel
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POLICIES StephenMiller has pushed helped lead to
massive Republican losses in the midterm elections.

Mark Schiefelbein Associated Press

Six months after Zohran Mamdani
took office asmayor of New York, he said
that New Yorkers no longer had to imag-
inewhat life looks like if a socialistwins.

“What we’ve delivered for working
people are the very things we were told
were impossible,” he declared, noting
that his administration had offered free
child care to 2-year-olds, givenmillions of
dollars back to tenants with negligent
landlords, fixed 165,000 potholes and
brought lowcrime.

“That’s what it looks like to have
democratic socialism,” he said.

Many Angelenos are wondering what
to expect now that Nithya Raman has
beenelectedthefirstdemocraticsocialist
mayor of Los Angeles. She will join a tiny
but growing band of socialist city execu-
tives from New York to Seattle who are
leading experiments to raise taxes on
businesses and the richest residents to
redistribute wealth and expand public

housing, transit andchild care.
Itwill take timetoseehowthiscurrent

crop of socialist leaders fare.Most are de-
cidedly pragmatic: One of their top pri-
orities is to demonstrate everyday com-
petence in the essential but mundane
tasks of submitting balanced budgets
and repaving streets.

“Mamdanidoesn’tgoaroundsaying, ‘I
want tonationalize the investmentbanks
ofNewYorkCity,’ ” said JohnMollenkopf,
professor emeritus of political science
and sociology at the CUNY Graduate
Center. “He says, ‘I’m going to fill my
1,000thpothole of theday.’ ’’

But socialist mayors have also experi-
enced setbacks in enacting some of their
more ambitious policies because they
have limited power and face budget con-
straints, legal challenges and opposition
from wealthy residents, businesses and
evenmoderateDemocrats.

As Raman

What path will L.A.’s
DSAmayor take?

By Jenny Jarvie
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On a Wednesday morn-
ing in Terminal 1 at LAX,
traveler Nikki Hexum found
herself intears.Crying,onits
face, isnotanunusualoccur-
renceatLAX.Thenotorious
airport is a tender spot for
Angelenos and tourists.
Nearby, a displeased lawyer
squabbles about a case into
his phone. Flight attendants
whisk by in pressed uni-
forms. A delay is announced
over a speaker.

Today, an unexpected
brush with poetry brought
Hexum to tears. She was
about to board a flight to
Nashville, where she would
discuss AI regulation at a
film festival forher job,when
she stumbled upon Brian
Sonia-Wallace, the poet lau-
reate of Los Angeles, sitting
ata1940s-modelUnderwood
typewriter writing custom
poems for passing travelers.
As Hexum told him about
her trip, he began to type,
the clacking of the keys
echoing through the termi-
nal. When he finished, he
read the poem aloud. Hex-

um’s eyesbegan towell.
“I sat in somethingwhere

there was discomfort, but at
theendof it, itbecamesome-
thing amazing,” Hexum
says. The encounter af-
firmed something for
Hexum: the importance of
spontaneous human inter-
actions in a world where
communication is increas-
ingly relegated toAI. “I think
we lost that ability todo that
a lot,” she says as she wipes
her eyes.

Hexumwasoneofdozens
of travelers who received a
custom poem from Sonia-
Wallace as they waited to
board their flights. Some
were traveling to funerals,
weddings and family re-
unions that the poet laure-
ate commemorated in a po-
emwritten inminutes. Even
flightattendantsconfided in
Sonia-Wallace about their
love of travel, which he hon-
ored in a poem. Soon, a line
of eager travelers began to
form.

“Wehada couple of criers

Moving LAX fliers
... with his poetry
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L.A.’s poet laureate turns terminal
anxiety into a moment to connect

ByMaddie Connors

BRIAN Sonia-Wallace used his 1940s-model Under-
wood typewriter to write custom poems for travelers.

Christina House Los Angeles Times

Public transit is expected
to be a top priority for Los
AngelesMayor-elect Nithya
Raman, an advocate for ex-
panding bus lanes andmak-
ing the city friendlier for bi-
cycles — and who cam-
paigned on getting the Los
Angeles International Air-
port people mover back on
track after years of squab-
bles, delays and cost over-
runs.

As mayor, Raman will
oversee the city’s trans-
portation department and
will have the power to ap-
point new members to the
city’s Airport Commission.
What’s more, she will have
regional clout through L.A.
Metro, the transportation
agency that runs the coun-

ty’s light-rail and subway
lines.

Raman will take over as
chair of Metro’s board of 13
voting members, a job now
held by Mayor Karen Bass,
whom Raman defeated for
reelection thisweek.Shewill
also get three appointees on
the board, and can replace
the current mayoral ap-
pointees — Councilmem-
bers Katy Yaraslovsky and
Imelda Padilla and commu-
nity advocate Jaqueline
Dupont-Walker — who all
backedBass in the election.

Metro needs millions of
dollars to fundamassivebus
network for the 2028 Sum-
mer Olympics in Los Ange-
les. Raman said that she
would push Los Angeles’
congressional delegation to
make this a key priority. In a
statement to The Times

ahead of the election, she
said she will also prioritize
Metroprojects that“givethe
most benefits to the most
riders and help make our
network more useful” and
plans to reinstate a project
team in themayor’s office to
eliminate city delays onma-
jor capital projects.

Transportation analysts
believe Raman, who has a
graduate degree in urban
planning from MIT, will be
more aggressive in address-
ing transit issues than Bass,
whose background was in
healthcare and community
organizing.

“I do thinkwe’ll seea con-
siderable amount of action
on transit and multimodal
transportation in the short
run on a timeline that puts
this work in the context of

Mass transit a top priority
Raman pledged to focus on transportation issues
By Colleen Shalby
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Becerra focuses
on cost of living
The governor-elect
says that he is already
working with legisla-
tors to lower costs.
CALIFORNIA, B1

Jay Rockefeller
is dead at 89
Last member of the
political dynasty
was aWest Virginia
governor and a U.S.
senator. NATION, A6

Rams’ Garrett
will play Sunday
The two-time NFL
defensive player of the
year has sat out seven
games with a knee
injury. SPORTS, B12

Weather
Sunny and very warm.
L.A. Basin: 85/62.B8

The U.S. Justice Depart-
ment moved Friday to vol-
untarily dismiss its lawsuit
challenging the counting of
20,000 ballots in California,
arguing the relief it sought is
now impossible given Tues-
day’s midterm election has
concluded.

The Justice Department
had sought a court order re-
quiring state and Los Ange-

les County election officials
to set aside the ballots,
which it alleged could be
from noncitizen voters. U.S.
District Judge David O.
Carter and a three-judge
panel of the U.S. 9th Circuit
Court of Appeals had both
rejected that request, and
the U.S. Supreme Court de-
nied a Trump administra-
tion appeal to those lower
court rulings — with no
noteddissents.

Carter had ruled that the
government’s request was
probably unconstitutional,
since the Constitution gives
states and Congress power
over elections, not the exe-
cutive, and probably ran
afoul of federal law barring

Feds move to end
disputed ballots case
DOJ had sought to
sequester 20,000
votes of alleged ‘likely
noncitizens’ in state.

By Kevin Rector
and Brittny Mejia
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