
$3.66 DESIGNATEDAREASHIGHER © 2026 latimes.comSATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2026

WASHINGTON — The
Supreme Court on Friday
upheld President Trump’s
expanded use of govern-
ment data to search for non-
citizens who are registered
to vote.

The justices granted an
emergency appeal from
Trump administration law-
yers and set aside a judge’s
order that blocked use of
this data on the grounds it
was error-prone, particu-
larly fornaturalizedcitizens.

Justices Ketanji Brown
Jackson, Sonia Sotomayor
and Elena Kagan dissented,
citing the risk of errors.

The effect of the decision
is likely to be limited, other
than to highlight Trump’s
distrust of elections and his
unproven claims that a large
number of illegal voters are
castingballots.

The administration had,
for example, claimed that
Nevada had more than
15,000 noncitizens on its vot-
er rolls, only to have state
election officials confirm
these voters were citizens
and lawful voters.

New Jersey Gov. Mikie
Sherrill learned in July that
because of a software error,
more than 6,000 people had
been wrongly registered to
vote when they registered
their car.

But it is rare to find non-
citizenswhochoose to cast a
vote even though they know
it is illegal todo so.

The decision clears the
way for states to check their
voter rolls using data from
Social Security andother re-
cords.

Individuals could be tar-
geted for an inquiry, but fed-
eral law forbids late purges
of the voters rolls.

Voting rights advocates
said they feared the flawed
datawill have an effect on le-
gal voters.

“Today’s decision is pro-
foundly disappointing, as it
puts millions of Americans
at risk of being unlawfully
targeted by the administra-
tion’s unreliable voter purge
database weeks before the
midterm elections,” said the
LeagueofWomenVoters.

“As the court noted in its
decision, it is flatly illegal for
states to conduct mass re-
movals of voters from the
rolls within 90 days of an
election,” said Common
Cause President Virginia
Kase Solomón. “If any state
official attempts to disen-
franchise eligible voters us-

RULING
STOKES
FEAR OF
VOTER
PURGES
Justices let states use
federal data to target
noncitizens, a process
seen as error-prone.

By David G. Savage

[SeeRuling,A8]

WASHINGTON—Presi-
dentTrump’stradewarwith
Canada could intensify the
headwinds Republicans are
navigating ahead of the No-
vember midterms, with its
effects poised to reverberate
in northern battleground
states with crucial Senate
races.

With the election less
than sixweeksaway,Repub-
licans are facing an increas-
ingly bleak outlook, as new
polls this week showed vot-
ers favoring Democrats by
as much as 12 points amid
widespread cost-of-living
anxiety and low approval for
Trump.

The escalating beef with
Canada — Trump attacked
the country anew on social
mediaWednesday— stands
toheightenvoters’economic
worries and add to the
GOP’s political challenge in
dead-heat races, analysts
said.

“It doesn’t make things
easier. It’s not helping,” said
Rusty Hills, a University of

Michigan public policy pro-
fessor and onetime chair of
the Michigan Republican
Party.

The president’s unpopu-
lar policies on the war in
Iran, the economy and data
centershavealreadyhanded
Republican candidates the
tough task of appearing re-
sponsive toAmericans’ frus-
trationwith cost-of-living is-
sues without alienating
Trumpandhis voter base.

The trade war, said
Lance Dutson, a Maine Re-
publican media strategist,
puts “another logonthe fire”
of the affordability issue.

The tariffs have ap-
peared unpopular in recent
polling, including among a
majorityof independentvot-
ers. Though they are not ex-
pected to dramatically in-
crease consumer prices,
they could affect voters’ per-
ception of the economy —
andevensmalleconomic im-
pacts on certain industries,
such as automanufacturing
in Michigan, could have an
effect in very close midterm
races, experts said.

Trump’s new import
bans on some Canadian
goods are set to begin next
week, a response to retalia-
tory tariffs Canada levied
earlier this month. Trump
argues that Canada has

Canada trade war
adds challenge in
tight Senate races
The dispute stands
to heighten economic
anxiety, especially in 5
crucial border states.

By Justine McDaniel
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With a strong El Niño in-
creasing the odds of big
storms this fall and winter,
California is on alert for pos-
sible flooding. But if it deliv-
ers a wet punch, it will also
bring an upside: a bonanza
ofwater.

Howpreparedisthestate
tocapitalizeonElNiño?And
what more can it do to take
advantage of an extremely
wet year?

Experts say California
has made progress captur-
ing more stormwater, but
there is stillmore it cando.

Los Angeles County uses
a network of 27 spreading
grounds, where artificial
basins fill up when storms
send torrents cascading
down from the mountains
into the San Fernando and
SanGabriel valleys. Thewa-
ter sinks intoporoussoil and

replenishes the ground-
water.

“It really makes a big dif-
ference during these wet
years that we capture as
much of that water as pos-
sible,” said Sterling Klippel,
assistant deputy director of
the L.A. County Public
Works Department. “When-
ever we have a storm season
with above-average rainfall,
thatmeanswearecapturing
a lot of water, and the water
thatwecaptureduringthese
wet storm seasons really
helpstobridgethegapinwa-
ter supply.”

During the 2025-26 storm
season,thePublicWorksDe-
partmentestimated the sys-
temcapturedasmuchwater
as 3.3 million Angelenos use
in a year.

If this El Niño bringsma-
jor storms, the L.A. area
could take in evenmore wa-
ter underground, enabling
cities to pump it out later to
deliver to taps.

While managers of
Southern California’s flood
control system are prepar-
ing for an active storm sea-
son, some of the biggest ef-

El Niño’s soggy wrath
yields a hidden benefit

Major storms due to
bring precious rain to
drought-stricken state.
But how to capture it?

By Ian James
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WASHINGTON — Ex-
pectations were low enter-
ing President Trump’s
meetings with China’s
leader, Xi Jinping, thisweek,
after officials on both sides
tempered hopes for a break-
through. Yet the summit’s
stark lack of substance sur-
prised even the closest
Chinawatchers.

It was a visual affair de-
signed to project a new
phase of managed competi-
tion between a prevailing
superpower and a rising one
— a message that Washing-
ton and Beijing are ulti-
mately capable of responsi-
ble leadership. But even a
cursory look beneath the
surface revealed the chal-
lenges ahead for the world’s

most consequential bilat-
eral relationship.

Industrypleasandbipar-
tisan calls for Trump to ne-
gotiate ameaningful frame-
work on artificial intelli-
gence fell on deaf ears. A
trade truce between the two
sides was extended for a
mere two months. And
Trump again warned Xi not
to assist Iran as theU.S. war
there continues—awarning
that, so far, has gone un-
heeded, withmillions of dol-
lars’ worth of crucial Chi-
nese parts reportedly arriv-
ing in Tehran by the plane-
load.

“TheU.S.-Chinarelation-
ship has settled into a man-
aged stalemate. It has stabi-
lized at the top without sta-
bilizing underneath,” said
Craig Singleton, a senior fel-
low onChina at the Founda-
tion forDefenseofDemocra-
cies.

“The elaborate pag-
eantrymatters precisely be-
cause there is still relatively
littlesubstantiveprogressto
showcase,” Singleton said.

Trump’s summitry
with Xi is all pomp
Lack of substance
reveals the limits of
the U.S. president’s
approach to statecraft.

By Michael Wilner
and Ana Ceballos
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F
ourdecades ago, the cult hit
“BagdadCafe”was filmedat a
ramshacklediner in theMojave
Desert.

The tale of twowomen in the
lonely landscape—ahardworking, rifle-
wielding cafe owner anda stranded

German touristwith a suitcase full of
lederhosen—captivated viewers, par-
ticularly inEuropeandJapan.

Busloadsof international tourists
rolledup to theactualBagdadCafe ona
cracked, sunbaked stretchofRoute 66.

Real-life proprietorAndreaPruett, a
sweet but steelySouthernerwhokept
her owngunbehind the counter, greeted
them inFrenchandGerman, then fed
thembuffalo burgers andomelets.

BAGDAD CAFE on Route 66, site of the 1987 cult film, battles for survival.
Eric Thayer Los Angeles Times

Still magic in theMojave
Famed cafe is adrift, but tourists track it down

By Hailey Branson-Potts
reporting from
newberry springs, calif.
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Government foots
bill for Trump ad
AGOP senator says the
taxpayer-funded spot
“feels like Viktor
Orban,” Hungary’s
ex-leader. NATION, A5

Biologists move
sea turtle eggs
As a precaution ahead
of waves, the nests will
incubate at Aquarium
of the Pacific in Long
Beach. CALIFORNIA, B1

Weather
Partly sunny.
L.A. Basin: 90/70.B8

SPARKS FIRE COACH

Steve Marcus Las Vegas Sun

Lynne Roberts, who compiled a record of 36-49
over two seasons, was dismissed Friday after a
season-finale loss to the Valkyries. SPORTS, B12

Congress recently chal-
lengedCalifornia’sauthority
to regulate air pollution
from cargo ships and large
commercial boats, opening
thedoortodirtierair inport-
side communities.

TheU.S.House ofRepre-
sentatives last week nar-
rowly voted to take away the
ability of California to force

largeshipstorunonelectric-
ity when they’re in port, in-
stead of running on their gi-
ant diesel engines. A second
vote also sought to end re-
quirements for cleaner en-
gines on some commercial
boats.

These regulations were
designed to eliminate un-
healthful pollution near har-
bor communities, such as
Long Beach and Wilming-
ton. The twin ports of Los
Angeles andLongBeachare
the largest fixed source of
smog-forming air pollution
in metropolitan Los Ange-
les.

The votes — to revoke
federal waivers that allow

California to regulate mar-
itime pollution— took place
despite a federal judge’s
scathing ruling that the way
the Trump administration
was pursuing the deregula-
tion is not legal.

They were the latest at-
tempt by the Trump admin-
istration and Republican
lawmakers to roll back Cali-
fornia pollution regulations
and do away with the state’s
authority to adopt vehicle
pollution controls stricter
than the federal govern-
ment’s. Last year, the presi-
dent and Republican-ma-
jority Congress revoked
three other federal waivers,

Federal clash with state
over air rules escalates
House defies judge in
moving to reverse
California maritime
emissions standards.

By Tony Briscoe
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TRAFFIC moves on the Vincent Thomas Bridge past shipping containers at the Port of L.A. on Friday.
Myung J. Chun Los Angeles Times


