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NEWYORK—President
Trump threatened to “anni-
hilate” Iran if it fails to nego-
tiate a deal over its nuclear
program, delivering a defen-
sive speech justifying the
mission at the United Na-
tions onTuesday.

His remarks come more
than six months into a war
that has grown increasingly
unpopular at home, with
fewer than a third of Ameri-
cans approving of the presi-
dent’s handling of the con-
flict, according to recent
polls.

“I have a big decision to
make,” he toldworld leaders
gatheredat theU.N.General
Assembly in New York, with
Iraniandiplomats in attend-
ance.

“Will a deal bemade with
Iran that lets them rebuild
and create a far greater
country than it ever was be-
fore — maybe one of the
greatest in the Middle East
or even the world? Or do I
annihilate the Islamic Re-
public, and do it quickly, ne-
ver giving them a chance to
kill anddestroy again?

“Do I drive them into
hell,” he continued, “with no
chance of survival and no
hopeof future greatness?”

Thewarhascarriedsteep
political costs for the presi-
dent and his party ahead of
the U.S. midterm elections
in November, increasing in-
flation and energy prices
due to disruptions in com-
mercial shipping traffic
through key waterways in
theMiddleEast.

Defense officials say the
conflict has also placed a
huge burden on U.S. muni-
tions stockpiles, as Iran con-
tinues firing ballistic mis-
siles and drones at Ameri-
can assets and bases
throughout the region.

But Trump denied that
the war has depleted U.S.
stocks. “That’s not true,” he
said.

“I believe we’ll make a
deal right after the election,”
Trump said. “We must be
equally united in maintain-
ingpressure.”

The rise in global gas
prices has sparked protests
around the world. But
Trump’s vow to ensure
Tehran never acquires a nu-
clearweapon—anissuethat
for decades united the inter-
national community — gen-
erated applause throughout
the chamber.

Launching the war on
Iran in February, Trump
projected the campaign

PRESIDENT Trump speaks before the U.N. General Assembly. “Do I drive them into hell?” he said of Iran.
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TRUMP
STEPS UP
THREATS
AGAINST
TEHRAN
The president says the
U.S. will ‘annihilate’
Iran if it doesn’t make
a nuclear arms deal.

By Michael Wilner
and Ana Ceballos
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Los Angeles Coun-
cilmember Nithya Raman
has taken a wide lead over
incumbent Karen Bass in
the L.A. mayor’s race, ac-
cording to a poll released
Wednesday, although a high
percentage of voters remain
undecided less than two
weeks before mail-in ballots
are sent out for the Nov. 3
election.

Raman is favored by 39%
of likely L.A. voters, com-
pared with 28% for Bass, ac-
cording to thepoll by theUC
Berkeley Institute of Gov-
ernmental Studies, which
was co-sponsored by The
Times. The poll found that
33% of voters were unde-
cided.

“Raman clearly has the
advantage. Her task is a lit-
tle less onerous than Bass’,”
saidMarkDiCamillo, the di-
rector of the Berkeley IGS
Poll.

Adding to Bass’ low poll
numbers are high unfavora-
bility ratings.

Themayorhad63%unfa-
vorable ratings, the poll
found, with 28% favorable

and 9% having no opinion.
By comparison, 40% had a
favorable viewofRaman, ac-
cordingtothepoll,while39%
saidtheyhadanunfavorable
view of her and 21% had no
opinion.

The survey was con-
ducted online with a sample
of 2,150 likely city voters be-
tween Sept. 15 and Sept. 20.
It has a margin of error of
about 3percentagepoints.

The poll represented the
strongest showing yet for
Raman, who trailed Bass in
almost every poll during the
primary campaign and who
came in second to Bass in
the primary election, with
29% of the vote compared
withBass’ 34%.

Even so, DiCamillo said
the large number of unde-
cided votersmeans the race
is far fromover.

“It’s extraordinarily un-
usual to see thismany unde-
cided voters at this point in
the race,” he said.

Mail-in ballots will be
sent out beginningOct. 1, lo-
cal elections officials say.

The large number of un-
decided voters can be linked
to the elimination of may-
oral candidate Spencer
Pratt in the June 2 primary,
according toDiCamillo.

The former reality TV
star received 26% of the vote
in the primary, and most of
the voters who cast ballots

Raman takes big
lead over Bass in
mayoral race poll
Council member is
favored by 39% versus
28%. But 33% of likely
voters are undecided.

By Noah Goldberg
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Six weeks to make their case
Where the mayoral race stands

Whom L.A. likely voters support for mayor

Karen Bass

Nithya Raman

Undecided

28%

39%

33%

Majority of likely voters view Bass unfavorably

Strongly favorable Somewhat favorable

No opinion

Somewhat unfavorable Strongly unfavorable

Karen Bass

Nithya Raman

9 19 9 26 37%

11 29 21 14 25%

Berkeley Institute of Governmental Studies survey of 2,150 likely voters in L.A. was
conducted online Sept. 15-20. Responses have a sampling error of about +/- 3
percentage points at the 95% confidence level.

Hanna Sender Los Angeles Times

In 2021, developer Paul
Schon was paid $6.5 million
for a 14-unit Hollywood
apartment building he con-
structed. Over the next five
years, much of Los Angeles’
multifamily market im-
ploded.

Schon just bought the
building back for $4.75 mil-
lion.

“This is a live example of
what happened to L.A.
apartment building values
inthe last fewyears,”hesaid.

A 30% drop in half a dec-
ade seems shocking, but it’s
now the norm. In 2022, the
average sale price per unit in
new and existingmultifami-
ly buildings in L.A. County
was $397,289, according to
commercial real estate firm
KidderMathews. In2026, it’s
down to $280,591.

The city of L.A. is suffer-
ing fromahousing shortage.
The state is practically
begging it to build more
homes, and Mayor Karen
Bass implemented a faster
permittingprocess this year.
But Schon and a growing
numberofdevelopersacross
L.A. say that building new
apartments simply isn’t an
optionat themoment.

Projects don’t pencil.

Apartments don’t pencil out
Why developers aren’t building in housing-starved L.A.

By Jack Flemming
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760,000 in ACA
to be dropped
Trump administra-
tion, alleging fraud,
says it plans to remove
enrollees to save
$2.2 billion. NATION, A6

Panettiere death
caused by drugs
A coroner’s report
finds that the actor
died from toxic effects
of fentanyl and other
pills. CALIFORNIA, B1

Mayor rejects
accusations
James T. Butts of In-
glewood says claims
that he groped a stu-
dent are politically
driven. CALIFORNIA, B1

Adams energizes
Rams’ offense
The veteran receiver
steps up to lead L.A. to
its first win of the
season, Mirjam Swan-
son writes. SPORTS, B10

Weather
Mostly sunny.
L.A. Basin: 88/67.B5

Markets ..................A13
Opinion Voices ....A14

For the latest news,
go to latimes.com.

The turtle crawled out of
the seaonSept.16 andmade
her way to a patch of sand
between the waves and the
oceanfront condos on Surf-
sideAvenue inSealBeach.

The olive ridley sea turtle
dug a pit in the sand and de-
posited a clutch of eggs.
Thenshewasgoneback into
the sea, leaving behind
stunned lifeguards and the
first known natural sea tur-
tle nest on the U.S. West
Coast.

Then three days later,
about eight miles down the

beach, a second turtle sight-
ing. Just south of Tower 15
in Huntington Beach, an-
other olive ridley clambered
onto shore. She cleared a
hole in the sand, laid her
eggs and slipped back into
theocean.

But their appearances in
front of surprised Southern
California beachgoers is a
historic first, in an era when
the climate is regularly sur-
prisingeventhosewhoknow
it best.

“I have been expecting to
see subtropical species pre-
sent off the coast of South-
ern California, which is typi-

TWO olive ridley sea turtles, this one in Huntington
Beach, have appeared north of usual nesting grounds.

City of Huntington Beach

First sea turtle eggs
laid onWest Coast
By Corinne Purtill
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SouthernCalifornia’s un-
precedented humidity fu-
eled by El Niño conditions is
givingaboost tomosquitoes
and helping spread West
Nile virus, experts say.

West Nile virus cases in
Los Angeles County are the
highest they’vebeen inmore
thanadecade, recordsshow.

Thesurge isdue inpartto
Southern California’s swel-
tering summer, with record-
breaking humidity coupled
with extreme heat that’s be-
ingshepherded inbyElNiño
conditions in the Pacific,
which are fueling hurricanes
that send moisture to Cali-
fornia.

The lifespan of a mos-
quito is dependent on sev-
eral factors including
species, temperature, hu-
midity, gender and time of
year, according to the Mos-
quito and Vector Control
Assn. ofCalifornia.

“Mosquitoes really need
humidity because otherwise
they desiccate,” said Dr.
Photini Sinnis with Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School
of Public Health. “Their life-
span is determined by hu-
midity, so if you have humid-
ity, the infected mosquitoes
will live longer and infect

morepeople.”
Southern California had

some of the worst humidity
ever recorded for the region
this summer, experts said,
which made already hot
temperatures feel oppres-
sive, sparking health con-
cerns.

And in that humidity,
mosquitoes were breeding
—andbiting.

“Mosquitoes are not long
lived, but they can live for a
few weeks and they’ll take a
bloodmeal every four days,”
Sinnis said.

This year, Los Angeles
County has seen100 cases of
West Nile virus, resulting in
five deaths, the county’s De-
partment of Public Health
said. In comparison, there
were only 22 cases and two
deaths all of last year.

Of the county’s 100 cases,
73weremen,27werewomen,
and the median patient
age was 64.5, according to
a Sept. 18 epidemiology
report. Of this year’s cases,
about 90 people were diag-
nosed with a neuroinvasive
disease, a condition that re-
sults in the brain and sur-
rounding tissues becoming
inflamed,possibly leadingto
permanent brain damage
andevendeath,accordingto
theMayoClinic.

About a third of all in-
fectedpersons reside inEast
Los Angeles, with other
cases reported in the San
Fernando Valley and South
Bay, according to the recent
epidemiology report.

Humidity boosting
West Nile cases
Mosquitoes are
thriving in Southern
California amid El
Niño-fueled weather.

By Karen Garcia
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EDITORIALBOARD:Merger settlement critics ask whether a new panel
overseeing CNN and CBSNews will be truly independent. BUSINESS, A11

CaliforniaAtty.Gen.RobBonta’s deal
to allow the $111-billion Paramount-Warn-
er Bros. merger to proceed was struck
amidpoliticalpressure fromstate leaders
and concern from some Democratic at-
torneys general that concessions from
the studio fell short, according to multi-
ple sources familiar with the negotia-
tions.

As recently as thisweekend,NewYork
Atty.Gen.LetitiaJamesandConnecticut
Atty. Gen. William Tong — who had
signed on to the lawsuit — had said they
needed more concessions, according to
three knowledgeable sources close to the

negotiations.
In an interview with The Times on

Tuesday, Tong saidBontawas “doing his
very best in very difficult circumstances”
to steer the coalition to a favorable out-
come, but amid “a lot of political pres-
sure” from others in California that “did
nothelp.”

“I’m not going to sugarcoat it. This is
ultimately notwhat Iwanted,”Tong said.

Tong said one of his chief concerns—
shared by others in the 12-member coali-
tion of states — was with the merger’s
consolidation of CNN and CBS News
under

Some fault handling of
state’s Paramount deal

By Kevin Rector, Meg James and Taryn Luna
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