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California voters are
sharply divided over a ballot
measure to impose a one-
time tax on billionaires to
help fund healthcare
programs, a proposal al-
ready triggering a fierce and
expensive political fight as
the November election ap-
proaches, according toapoll
releasedFriday.

More than half of likely
voters oppose a separate
measure that would require
Californians toprovide iden-
tification when voting and
election officials to verify
registered voters are U.S.
citizens, the survey showed.

The two controversial
proposals are among the 14
ballot measures Califor-
nianswilldecide intheNov.3
election. Proposition 40,
which would impose the tax
on billionaires’ assets, has

reached the precipice of
nationwide debates over
economic inequality and li-
beraloverreach.TheRepub-
lican-led voter ID measure,
Proposition 39, emerged
amid President Trump’s
baseless claims of wide-
spreadvoter fraud.

Among likely California
voters, 48% support Pro-
position 40, compared with
41% who oppose the pro-
posed wealth tax and 11%
who are undecided, accord-
ing to a new poll by UC
Berkeley’s Institute of Gov-
ernmental Studies that is
co-sponsoredbyTheTimes.

Proposition 40’s failure to
crack 50% support among
voters at this point in the
electoral cycle is a potential
red flag, said IGS poll direc-
tor Mark DiCamillo. Tradi-
tionally, Californians who
are undecided on ballot
measures tend to vote
against them,he said.

“It’s got an early lead, but
it’s not a very large lead, and
it’s not a majority,” he said.
“Usually, for ballot proposi-
tions, you want the yes side
to be above 50%, and that’s

Voters split over
wealth tax; ballot
ID effort trailing
Poll shows party-line
divide for billionaire
proposition. November
turnout will be pivotal.

By Seema Mehta
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Measuring support for key California propositions
Backing for the most controversial measures on the November ballot is splitting largely
along party lines

Support Undecided Oppose

Proposition 40 would create a one-time billionaires tax

Prop. 40

Democrats are far more likely to support the wealth tax than Republicans

Democrat

Republican

No Party/other

Many voters are undecided about two measures aimed at nullifying the wealth tax.
Proposition 41 would prohibit new taxes from being exempt from voter-approved spending
limits and require audits of new levies. Proposition 42 would ban new personal property
taxes and some retroactive state taxes

Prop. 41

Prop. 42

Proposition 39 prohibits citizens from voting unless they present government-issued ID

Prop. 39

Republicans strongly back the voter ID requirement, while Democrats oppose it

Democrat

Republican

No Party/other

48% 11% 41%

70% 14% 16%

12% 8% 80%

50% 11% 39%

35% 28% 37%

40% 23% 37%

42% 7% 51%

12% 8% 80%

93%

36% 10% 54%

The Berkeley IGS/Times poll findings are based on a survey of 4,207 California registered voters, 2,310 of whom are
considered likely voters, online in English and Spanish from Aug. 3-9. The results are estimated to have a margin of error of
about 2.5 percentage points in either direction in the likely voter sample, and larger numbers for subgroups.
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Six years after the
COVID-19 pandemic up-
ended the world, experts in
California say the disease
appears to be becoming
more of a summer rather
thanawinter phenomenon.

The shift was noted over
the past couple of years and
has become even clearer in
2026, prompting health offi-
cials to refocus their preven-
tion efforts. The U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control and
Prevention says COVID-19 is
growing or likely growing in
43 states at themoment, in-
cludingCalifornia.

California is also one of
only four states where
COVID wastewater activity
levelsareconsideredmoder-
ate or high, according to the
CDC.

“Our summer peak was
much higher in 2025 than it
was in the winter,” Dr. Erica
Pan, director of the Califor-
nia Department of Public
Health and the state public
health officer, said in a re-
cent briefing. “Summer is
really the bigger peak. So if
you do have patients or
lovedoneswhohavenot got-
ten the ’25-’26 vaccines, it is
still effective and highly rec-
ommended, given this surge
we’re starting to see.”

The pattern is also being
seen nationally. COVID-re-
lated emergency depart-
mentvisitspeaked last sum-
mer in late August, with
COVID being responsible
for 1.7% of visits. The winter
peak was 1%. The trend was
even more stark in Califor-
nia, peaking last summer at
2.1%, while there was not
much of a winter peak at all,
maxingout at around0.2%.

This trend puts COVID
in relatively rare territory as
far as respiratory diseases
go. Typically, those ailments
— think flu and respiratory
syncytial virus—spike inthe
winter, andaren’t really seen
outside of that season.

In the early years of the
pandemic, COVID spiked in
both the summer and win-
ter,withthewinterwavesbe-

Summer
becomes
the peak
COVID
season
CDC says the virus
is growing or likely
growing in 43 states,
including California.

By Rong-Gong Lin II
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If all goes to plan, Jae Kim, Annie
Akinand their 4-year-old sonwill soon
be residents of Portugal. By then, the
San Francisco family will have had
their birth certificates notarized, had
European officials record their finger-
prints and transferred half a million
Euros into an international invest-
ment fund.

Kim and Akin are among a rising
number of wealthy Californians using
theircapital toseekresidencyandciti-
zenshipoutside theU.S.

It’s often called citizenship by in-
vestment, or a golden visa, and refers
to a process in which individuals who
invest a hefty amount of money into a
country, either through buying prop-
erty or direct investment, can more
easily becomepermanent residentsor
citizens.

“Affluent families are starting to
say, ‘Hey, this is actually really good to

have alongside all of my investments.
Why don’t I diversify where I can
live?’ ” said Basil Mohr-Elzeki, a man-
aging partner atHenley&Partners, a
residencyandcitizenship firmwithan
office inBeverlyHills.

Although no agency tracks these
cases nationwide, three firms that
help secure these kinds of residences
said interest in so-called golden visas
has skyrocketed in the last five years.

In that time, thenumberofCalifor-
nians one firm has worked with grew
from roughly three clients a year to
more than a hundred. Firms say Cali-
forniansnowmakeupasmanyas1in5
clients from around the globe seeking
residency in another country, a stat-
istic not entirely surprising since the
state is home to a large number of the
world’swealthiest people.

The biggest motivator? A fear of
political

Rich Californians seek
residency outside U.S.
Agencies that help secure ‘golden visas’ say
many fear for the future of American politics

ByAudreyMcGlinchy
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LA GUAIRA, Venezuela
— His mother, father and
two sisters were among
those entombed somewhere
in the wreckage. He pitched
a tent not far from the ruins

of their formerhome.
“I’m not leaving here un-

til they find the bodies,”
vowedJoséLuisVillegas, 37.

Accompanying him was
his wife, who held out hope
for two missing brothers.
“My mind is blank,” said
MarianneRamírez, 29. “I feel
too much pain. How does
one reconstruct a life lost?”

An ineffable sense of grief
and uncertainty dominates
the coastal state of La
Guaira, thehardest-hit zone
in the June 24 twin earth-
quakes—registeringmagni-

tudes of 7.2 and 7.5 — that
pummeled Venezuela, leav-
ing more than 6,300 dead.
More than sixweeks later, at
least 1,300 remain missing,
though there is no exact
count.

Now, as international at-
tention has shifted to Mon-
day’s 7.4magnitude temblor
inneighboringColombia,La
Guaira presents an apoca-
lyptic sense of bleakness:
Flies drone above ubiqui-
tous piles of rubble reeking
of decomposition in the un-

A VOLUNTEER cuts through the rubble of a housing complex felled in Venezuela.
Marcelo Perez del Carpio For The Times

A land of unimaginable loss
Years after devastating
floods, earthquake
survivors face more
grief in Venezuela.

By Mery Mogollón and
Patrick J. McDonnell
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California will begin
phasing out paraquat, a
powerful weedkiller associ-
ated with birth defects, thy-
roid issuesandother serious
healthproblems.

The California Depart-
ment of Pesticide Regula-
tion said thisweek allmanu-
facturers of pesticide prod-
ucts containing the active
ingredient have voluntarily
agreed to withdraw the
product fromthemarket.

Paraquat is banned in
more than 60 countries due
to its toxicity but is still al-

lowed in the U.S., and no
state uses more of it than
California.

“For years, communities
have fought to end the use of
paraquat, a weedkiller asso-
ciated with negative im-
pacts to human health and
wildlife,” saidCaliforniaSec-
retary for Environmental
Protection YanaGarcia in a
statement. “California will
keep moving toward pest
management practices that
protect health and our
ecosystems.”

Millionsof poundsof par-
aquat pesticide are sprayed
annually on almonds,
grapes, cotton and other
crops, primarily in the San
JoaquinValley.

It is California’s first ma-
jor pesticide phaseout since
2019, when regulators an-
nounced the state was end-

PARAQUAT has been linked to thyroid problems and
birth defects. It is also considered harmful to wildlife.

Dave Thurber Design Pics Editorial/Universal Images Group

State to phase out
a toxic pesticide
California moves to
ban paraquat, which
is already prohibited
in over 60 countries.

By Hayley Smith
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A parody AI chatbot de-
signed by California con-
gressional candidate Scott
Wiener’s campaign to mock
the record of his opponent
attracted the attention poli-
ticians crave and criticism
most loathe.

The short-lived experi-
ment stirred controversy
over the use of artificial in-
telligence in campaign ads
and drew sharp criticism
from former House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi, who has en-
dorsed Connie Chan, Wie-
ner’s opponent for the cov-

etedSanFrancisco congres-
sional seat. Wiener quickly
pulled theplug.

Candidates onboth sides
of the aisle havebeen testing
the waters by integrating
generativeAI into campaign
ads. It comes as no surprise
to political sociologist
Mindy Romero, the director
of the Center for Inclusive
Democracy, who said candi-
dateshave longusedall tools
at their disposal to reach
voters, from the invention of
the radio and TV to social
media.

“Using AI is just part of
the progression,” Romero
said. Generative AI is par-
ticularly useful for political
candidates since it allows
them to subconsciously in-
fluence viewers by putting
words in their opponents’
mouths, she said.

Perils of AI seen
in parody chatbot
After backlash,
Wiener’s campaign
pulls interactive tool
used to mock rival.

By Iris Kwok
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