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YORK, Pa. — On a recent after-
noon, Alex Bond was standing
outside his home in York, ticking
off the political issues of greatest
concern to him. After gas prices
and taxes, he named data centers
— the massive warehouses that
consume enormous amounts of
energy to make artificial intelli-

gence function.
“A.I. is terrible,” said Mr. Bond,

a 29-year-old account manager at
a company that provides ankle
monitors. “And it’s probably going
to kill us all.”

He was speaking with a pair of
political canvassers, sent to Penn-
sylvania’s competitive 10th Con-
gressional District at the recom-
mendation of Janelle Stelson, the

Democratic candidate, as part of
an old-fashioned door-knocking
operation.

What Mr. Bond didn’t realize
was that his comments would
soon be processed inside one of
those very A.I. data centers.

After their chat ended, one of
the canvassers, who was volun-
teering with Swing Left, a Demo-
cratic political group, recapped

what Mr. Bond said into a phone
app. That memo was then ana-
lyzed by an A.I. tool alongside
hundreds of other memos from
similar door-knocks happening
around the district.

The A.I. tool synthesized what
voters like Mr. Bond were saying,
feeding reports that the campaign
could use to tailor its messages
and turn persuadable voters like

him into supporters.
“Everything a person is saying

is a data point,” said Violet Kopp,
one of the canvassers and Swing
Left’s organizing program man-
ager for the East Coast.

Republican and Democratic
candidates and strategists who
were once wary of A.I. tools or
overwhelmed by them are now 
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At World Cup games, Norway fans have been pulling together with their Viking-inspired cheer.
Colombia and other Latin American teams are popular attractions in South Florida. Pages B6, 8.
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WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court on Monday upheld
Mississippi’s grace period for late-
arriving mail-in ballots, rejecting
a push by the Trump administra-
tion to invalidate a state law.

The ruling means Mississippi’s
law, which allows elections offi-
cials to count ballots postmarked
by Election Day and received up
to five business days later, will re-
main in place, at least through the
midterm elections.

In a 5-to-4 vote, Chief Justice
John G. Roberts Jr. and Justice
Amy Coney Barrett joined the
court’s three liberals in support-
ing the state law. The majority
found that nothing in federal stat-
utes required ballots to be re-
ceived by Election Day.

Although the decision focused
on a challenge to Mississippi’s
law, the ruling appeared to leave
in place similar laws in at least 18
other states and territories, in-
cluding 2026 battleground dis-
tricts in Nevada and California, in
a blow to Republican efforts to roll
back mail-in balloting.

It is also a defeat for President
Trump, who has long criticized
voting by mail, falsely claiming
that the practice is open to fraud
and helped lead to his defeat in the
2020 presidential election.

Mississippi Law
On Mail Ballots
Upheld by Court

By ABBIE VANSICKLE
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WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court on Monday declined
a request by President Trump to
review a $5 million civil judgment
against him after a jury found in
2023 that he sexually abused and
defamed the writer E. Jean Car-
roll.

The announcement by the jus-
tices did not include any reason-
ing, and no public dissents were
noted.

A second case that arose out of
Ms. Carroll’s allegations also
could be headed to the Supreme
Court. In January 2024, a separate
jury ordered Mr. Trump to pay Ms.
Carroll $83.3 million in damages
for defaming her in 2019 after she
accused him of a decades-old
rape.

Lawyers for Mr. Trump have
said they also plan to ask that the
justices hear that case.

Still, Monday’s decision is a ma-
jor blow to Mr. Trump and is most
likely the end of his legal efforts to
contest the jury verdict finding
that he assaulted Ms. Carroll in
the mid-1990s in a department
store dressing room.

The Supreme Court’s an-
nouncement came after the court
ruled in February that the presi-

Trump Request 
In Carroll Case
Denied Review
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The 6-to-3 decision affirmed
the Fed’s independence.
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WASHINGTON — In a major
expansion of presidential author-
ity, the Supreme Court cleared the
way on Monday for President
Trump to fire independent gov-
ernment regulators despite fed-
eral laws meant to protect their
jobs. But the justices carved out
an exception for the Federal Re-
serve, preventing the president
from immediately removing one
governor, Lisa D. Cook, from the
powerful central bank.

The court’s 6-to-3 ruling to
broadly allow the firings, with the
three liberal justices dissenting,
represented a significant shift in
power from Congress to the presi-
dent, and could drastically change
the federal government’s struc-
ture by giving the president more
control over independent agen-
cies.

The case tested whether Mr.
Trump could oust Rebecca Kelly
Slaughter, a Democratic member
of the Federal Trade Commission,
simply because she did not align
with his agenda, despite a law that
says the president can remove
commissioners only for “ineffi-
ciency, neglect of duty or malfea-
sance in office.”

But the decision has implica-
tions for more than two dozen
agencies — including those
charged with protecting con-
sumers, workers, the envi-

ronment and nuclear safety —
that have traditionally been insu-
lated from presidential control.

In a social media post, Mr.
Trump celebrated what he called a
“BIG WIN,” adding that it was a
“Historic and Unprecedented Rul-
ing, one of the most important
ever given with respect to Presi-
dential Powers.”

In a separate decision, however,
the court voted 5 to 4 to block the
president from ousting Ms. Cook.

While the ruling decided a nar-
row procedural question, the ma-
jority opinion pointed to the
uniquely independent nature of
the central bank.

Former top Fed and Treasury
officials and Ms. Cook’s legal team

JUSTICES BROADEN
PRESIDENTS’ SWAY
OVER REGULATORS

Expansion of Power to Fire at Will Has
Big Exception: Federal Reserve

By ANN E. MARIMOW
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BUNIA, Democratic Republic
of Congo — In an instant, the fu-
neral erupted into chaos. Furious
mourners threw punches and
stones, breaking car windows and
chasing after the Red Cross work-
ers they accused of bringing
Ebola to their town.

In the melee, Ramazani Bok-
wandela, 61, a Red Cross volun-
teer, dove into the bushes. Only a
few weeks earlier, he had been
selling bottles of gasoline for $1
from his roadside stall. Now, he
was at the hard edge of efforts to
contain the surging Ebola out-
break scything through his corner
of the Democratic Republic of
Congo — and he feared it was go-

ing to cost him his life.
“I thought I was dead,” he said.
But Mr. Bokwandela, who had

raised 15 children and escaped
bouts of conflict here in northeast-
ern Congo, knew a thing about im-
provising. Plucking a snail from a
leaf, he used its shell as a razor
and sliced off the sleeves of his
Red Cross tunic, he said, casting
away its famous emblem. Then he
snatched a clump of plants, to dis-
guise himself as a farmer, and
stole away from the fighting.

His fellow Red Cross volunteers
were not so fortunate. Four of
them were hospitalized after be-
ing badly beaten at the funeral.
Yet, three days later, Mr. Bokwan-
dela was back at work, risking his
life to ensure the kind of safe buri-
als that are so pivotal to contain-
ing the virus.

“I’m on the front line against
this disease,” he said, wearing a
new Red Cross tunic. “That’s my
duty.”

Volunteers like Mr. Bokwandela
are the ordinary heroes of Congo’s
Ebola outbreak. More than a
month into the crisis, the chronic
shortages of even the most basic
supplies that blighted the early re-
sponse are starting to ease. Inter-
national aid is beginning to flow 

Red Cross volunteers lowering the coffin of an Ebola victim into a grave in Ituri Province, Democratic Republic of Congo, this month.
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Twin Threats to Aid Workers: Ebola, and Anger
By DECLAN WALSH Facing Risks of Disease

and Also Attack by
Untrusting People
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WASHINGTON — The Trump
administration is demanding that
American intelligence officials
turn over the names of all foreign
espionage targets, including sus-
pected spies and potential re-
cruits, to create a master list that
some officials fear will be misused
or compromise operations, ac-
cording to people familiar with the
matter.

The effort by the Office of the
Director of National Intelligence
has intensified in recent months,
frustrating counterparts at the
F.B.I. and the C.I.A., who are skep-
tical of the claims that a master
list is necessary to avoid inadver-
tent conflicts between agencies
and to better track foreign intelli-
gence threats in real time. The of-
fice was established after the at-
tacks on Sept. 11, 2001, to stream-
line coordination among the intel-
ligence agencies.

Senior counterintelligence offi-
cials at the F.B.I. and the C.I.A.
have so far resisted those de-
mands, the people familiar with
the matter said, and the effort has
been mostly unsuccessful. Offi-
cials still cannot agree on the most
basic details, including how a list
of what are known as foreign intel-
ligence threat actors would be cre-
ated, maintained and kept secure,
the people said.

The clash also reflects the
strained relationship between the
Office of the Director of National
Intelligence and the F.B.I. and the
C.I.A. after the former director,
Tulsi Gabbard, pursued the presi-
dent’s priorities, including shrink-
ing the office’s work force and
scrutinizing allegations of elec-
tion fraud based on flimsy or un-
founded claims. With Bill Pulte, a
housing official who has no prior
intelligence experience, serving
as acting director, officials are in-
creasingly wary of how the office
might handle such secrets.

For the F.B.I., such a master list
of espionage targets would in-
clude those the bureau wants to
investigate and perhaps someday
arrest. For the C.I.A., it would in-
clude a significant number of po-
tential assets.

Some current and former intel-
ligence officials fear that assem-
bling identifying details about
some of the most sensitive cases
may fatally compromise long-run-
ning intelligence investigations 

Agencies Balk
At Master List

Of Every Spy
This article is by Devlin Barrett,

William K. Rashbaum and Julian E.
Barnes.
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Stage 4 cancer patients, like Kate Diet-
rick, above, are now living longer, leav-
ing them in a sort of limbo. PAGE D1
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No Cure, but Years to Live
Hayley Kiyoko has reinvented her song
“Girls Like Girls” as a best-selling Y.A.
novel and a new theatrical film. PAGE C1
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Teen Angst to Sapphic Success

As Venus and Serena Williams return to
Wimbledon, they are adding to legacies
that go far beyond its courts. PAGE B8

SPORTS B6-9

Echoes of Glory on Grass
Jerry Moriarty called himself a
“paintoonist,” and his work drew com-
parisons to poetry. He was 88. PAGE A24
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Painter Who Elevated Comics
Scientists believe the Bundibugyo virus
persists in an animal species, but they
have yet to identify which one. PAGE D1

Ebola Outbreak’s Big Mystery
Now is as good a time as any to catch
up on movies you may have missed.
Our critics have suggestions. PAGE C1

The Year’s Best Films, So Far

The possibility of finding more survivors
of last week’s earthquakes continued to
fuel the search in Venezuela. PAGE A10

Rescue Effort Grows Desperate
A law intended to end surprise medical
billing has led to large paydays for
some surgical assistants. PAGE A13

A Job Paying $22,000 an Hour
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Demand is driving stocks and exports
in South Korea and Taiwan, leaving the
rest of the economy behind. PAGE B1

A.I. Riches Widen a Divide

Tehran sees its control over the Strait of
Hormuz as critical in talks with the U.S.,
and seems willing to risk the cease-fire
to maintain that power. PAGE A6
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For Leverage, Iran Risks War
Behind the scenes, the White House
went to great lengths to sway a board
whose purpose is to protect federal
workers from unfair firings. PAGE A16

NATIONAL A13-20

A Push to Install Loyalists
The media arm will be separated from
Comcast’s cable and internet business,
ending a long union. PAGE B1
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Unhooking NBCUniversal

THE WEATHER

Prices in Canada may be higher $4.00

Today, warm, partly cloudy, light
winds, high 89. Tonight, partly
cloudy, low 73. Tomorrow, very hot,
humid, hazy sunshine, light breeze,
high 95. Weather map, Page B10.


