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A mistrial was declared
Friday in the federal trialofa
30-year-old former Uber
driver accused of setting
what would become the
most destructive wildfire in
LosAngeleshistory.

Jonathan Rinderknecht
was on trial for destruction
of property bymeans of fire,
arson affecting property
used in interstate commerce
and timber set afire. But on
Friday, the 13th day of trial,
U.S. District Judge Anne
Hwang declared a mistrial
after the jurors said they
were unable to reach a ver-
dict on any of the felony
charges,withafinalvoteof10
to 2 for acquittal.

“The court finds there’s a
manifest necessity to de-
clare a mistrial in this case
due to a jury deadlock,”
Hwang said.

First Assistant U.S. Atty.
BillEssayli saidon the social
mediaplatformXthathisof-
ficewould retry the case.

“The evidence is strong
that Jonathan Rinder-
knecht is responsible for
igniting the fire on January
1, 2025, which eventually be-
came the Palisades fire. We
fully intend to retry this case
before a new jury and obtain
guiltyverdictsonall charged
counts.”

Hwang ordered Rinder-
knecht to remain in custody
andscheduledanewtrial for
Oct.19.

Outside the courtroom,
defense attorney Steve
Haney said the jury “wasnot
convinced beyond a reason-
able doubt … and it wasn’t
even close.”

“Ten to 2 is a pretty re-
sounding indication of what
the jury felt about this case,”
hesaid, “andwe felt thatway
fromthe verybeginning.”

In a news conference lat-
er, he added that “a hung
jury on a 10-2 verdict, to be
frank, in most districts,
you’re not going to have a re-
trial. But you will in this dis-
trict.”

Rinderknecht’s father,
who attended the whole tri-
al, said he was disheartened
by the judge’s decision to
keephis son in custody.

“We know, from day one,
our son is innocent,” said Jo-
el Rinderknecht, flanked by
his two other children. “It
feels like the government is

Mistrial
declared
in the
Palisades
fire case
Decision comes after
the jury deadlocks.
Prosecutors say they
plan to retry suspect.
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Healthcare Workers West,
the sponsor of theproposal.

California Secretary of
State Shirley Weber early
Friday morning announced
she had officially certified
the measure to appear on
theNov. 3 ballot.

The healthcare workers
union that crafted the pro-
posal respondedlastweekto
growing opposition by
proposing a legislative alter-
native that would create a
2% tax on billionaires’ as-
sets. It was flatly refused by
the Newsom administra-
tion. No deal was reached by
the Thursday evening dead-
line for the union to with-
draw the proposal from the
Novemberballot.

Carthan said the mea-
sure has support in public
opinion polls, and from law-
makers, unions, community
organizations and volun-
teers across the state,
“something the billionaires
and their buddies will never
have.” And she criticized
Gov. Gavin Newsom for op-
posing the measure, saying
that he is in “lockstep” with
President Trump and bil-
lionaires.

“Gov. Newsom has no
plan,” Carthan said during a
Thursday eveningnewscon-
ference. “He has no plan to
stop emergency rooms from
closing. He has no plan for
your healthcare costs. He
has no plan to make sure
that your family doesn’t
have to drive further and
wait longer to get medical
care. Gov. Newsom has no

Proponents of a tax on
Californiabillionairesvowed
on Thursday to move for-
ward with their November
ballot measure despite
mounting opposition from
many of the state’s most
powerful political forces.

A labor union spent $31
million gathering signatures
to qualify the measure for
the ballot in an effort to off-
set federal healthcare fund-
ing cuts that will affect mil-
lionsofCalifornia’smostvul-
nerable residents. A repre-
sentative for the campaign
supporting the ballot mea-
sure, which would impose a
one-time 5% tax on the as-
sets of the state’s wealthiest
residents, pushed back at
opposition to the effort as
self-entitledwealthyCalifor-
nians and entrenched Sac-
ramento interests.

“While a few morally
bankrupt billionaires and
theirbuddies inSacramento
want to see California’s hos-
pitals close, and tax breaks
for billionaires protected—I
assureyou, thevastmajority
of voters donot,” saidDebru
Carthan, a spokesperson for
the Billionaire Tax Now Co-
alition, which is funded by
the Service Employees In-
ternational Union-United

Controversial
billionaire tax
proposal to be
on the ballot
A last-minute effort
to modify the labor
union-supported
proposal has failed.
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U.S. hits Iran
after cargo ship
attack in strait
Trump blames Tehran
for carrying out drone
strike on vessel, calling
it a “foolish violation” of
the ceasefire. NATION, A4

Request to freeze
payout rejected
Attempt by L.A. Coun-
ty’s district attorney to
halt $4-billion sex abuse
settlement is denied by
judge. CALIFORNIA, B1

Cleanup begins
in Boyle Heights
Rottingmeat and debris
have piled up after days-
long fire at cold storage
facility. CALIFORNIA, B1

Cisco to lay off
471 employees
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job cuts. BUSINESS, A11
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WASHINGTON—Jenni-
ferSiebelNewsomhasspent
more thanadecadecultivat-
ing an identity distinct from
her husband, Gov. Gavin
Newsom, as an active docu-
mentary filmmakerandgen-
der equity activist with her
own organizations, staff and
salary.

The 52-year-old calls her-
self California’s “first part-
ner,” a title she coined her-
self tosignalanequal footing
with the governor and gen-
der inclusivity.

Now, the governor says
the Trump administration
is targeting his wife, investi-
gating her charity and busi-
ness finances in what he
calls a politically motivated
abuseofpower.Atthecenter
of that probe are the non-
profits and a production
company she founded,

whichhave receivedmillions
in donations over the years
fromcorporationsandpolit-
ical interests in the state.

Among the entities she
has founded or led are the
Representation Project, a
nonprofit that advocates for
gender equity through film
and education programs,
and Girls Club Entertain-
ment, a for-profit produc-
tion company she owns that
holds the copyrights to her
documentaries.

Shealso founded theCal-
ifornia Partners Project, a
secondnonprofit thatworks
closely with her government
office and receives dona-
tions solicited by the gover-
nor, though she does not
draw a salary from the or-
ganization.

Since its creation in 2020,
theCaliforniaPartnersProj-
ect has received nearly
$5.1 million from so-called
behested payments, a prac-
tice in which private dona-
tions are made to organiza-
tionsat theurgingofgovern-
ment officials. The system
has raised alarms over the
years about the influence
large companies have

What’s behind the
rancorous inquiry
intoNewsom’s wife
‘First partner’ earns
money from charities
and businesses she
founded or controls.

By Nicole Nixon
and Ana Ceballos
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The first earthquake,
measuring magnitude 7.2,
struck Venezuela on
Wednesday evening with
horrific force. But just 39
seconds after it started, an
even more powerful magni-
tude 7.5 temblor struck,
making a catastrophic di-
saster evenworse.

Aseismicone-twopunch,
which seismologists call a
“doublet,” has added to the
unease over what is shaping
up to be one of the Western
Hemisphere’s worst quakes
in years.

Though lessknowntothe
public, doublet earthquakes
have long been studied by
seismologists. Some have

occurred in California, in-
cluding in Imperial County
and near Mammoth Moun-
tain, as have big quakes fol-
lowed by a substantial after-
shock, as occurred in 1992.
They prompted officials to
issue an unprecedented
publicwarning.

“It’s obviously not the
most common thing that
happens with earthquakes,
but it’s definitely not like an
unusual physical phenome-
non,” said Julian Lozos, an
associate professor of geo-
physics at Cal State
Northridge.

The widespread destruc-
tion in Venezuela — with
more than 900 dead and

countless structures flat-
tened— is expected to focus
more attention on the seis-
mic phenomenon and how
tomake buildings and infra-
structuremore resilient.

Turkey and Syria were
devastated just three years
ago, where a magnitude 7.8
earthquake, rupturing 220
miles of the East Anatolian
fault, was followed nine
hours later by a magnitude
7.5 quake on the Cardak
fault, rupturing an addi-
tional100miles, according to
theU.S.Geological Survey.

The twin earthquakes,
plus a dizzying number of
substantial aftershocks,

POLICE SEARCH for survivors in La Guaira, Venezuela. The death toll approached 1,000 Friday.WORLD, A3
Ariana Cubillos Associated Press

Shaken and rattled by a
seismic one-two punch
‘Doublet’ earthquakes add to unease in California

By Rong-Gong Lin II
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For nearly 20 years, ani-
mal advocate Jennifer Ray-
mond was convinced some-
thing suspicious was going
on atMiranda’s Rescue, but
her repeated cries for au-
thorities to investigate the
Northern California animal
sanctuary fell on deaf ears,
she said.

She could see they were
being paid handsomely to
take in hundreds of shelter

dogs annually, based on
public records requests she
filed. But she couldn’t
understand where all these
dogs were then going, given
how tough it can be to find
foster homes for rescue dogs
in this rural area of Hum-
boldtCounty, she said.

But after moving in next
door to the Fortuna rescue,
she claimed she saw large
objects being dumped into a
deep hole on the property,
andhada feelingshehad fig-
ured it out. On the night of

April 26, Raymond and fel-
low animal advocate Jenna
Moore decided to take mat-
ters into their own hands,
trespassing onto her neigh-
bor’s property in pursuit of
answers, she said.

“We waited until dark
and had our headlamps and
shovels and gloves and
phones and headed out to
the hole and jumped in and
starteddigging,” she said.

An investigation into al-
legations of fraud and ani-

‘Mass grave’ and missing dogs
By Clara Harter
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A
sAlMichel and
MikeSugerman tell
it, the first rendition
of theirL.A. softball
teamwasoverflow-

ingwith “geeks,” “nerds” and
“goofs.”

So they tookanamestraight
out ofNationalLampoon, a
humormagazine that featured
“DocFeeney’sScrapbookof
SportsOddities,” showing
outfieldersmaking catches 40
feet in theair andproviding tips
to swimmers onproperdrown-
ingmaneuvers.

“I’m thinking,we’re not a
bunchof athletes—we’re a
bunchof geeks,” saidMichel,
the team’s co-founder, current
coachandcatcher, reflectingon
the loosebandofUCLA law
students, aspiring actors, ac-
countants andother semi-
athleticmisfits. “Sports oddi-
ties? I thought,well, that’s not
going towork. ... Let’s gowith
‘All Stars.’ ”

And thus, in the springof
1976,DocFeeney’sAll Starswas
born.

Fifty years and thousandsof
runs later, six of the original
players still take to thedia-
mondnearly everySunday,
swinging for the fences.And if
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50 years of slow pitch go by fast
This softball team with a
sense of humor is fielding a
new generation of ‘All Stars’
By Christopher Buchanan

PITCHER Jeff Koppelman, 72, has played
with Doc Feeney’s All Stars for 48 years.

Gary Coronado For The Times
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