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GRANBY, Colo. —High in the Rocky
Mountains, spring-fed streams and
ponds have vanished, leaving patches of
cracked mud in what were once spongy
meadows.

This year has been so extremelywarm
and arid that the mountains have re-
mained largely snowless. The water-gen-
erating source of the Colorado River, its
headwaters, is dryingup.

“I grew up here and have never seen
the creeks and the springs dried up like
they have this year,” saidMerrit Linke, a
fourth-generation rancher and county
commissioner. “There’s just not any wa-
ter.”

Linke drove his pickup through pas-
tures searching for the few remainingwa-
ter holes where he could lead cattle to
drink.

“No one has ever seen it like this,” he
said, “not this dry, not thiswarm, not this
lowa snowpack.”

The desiccation of the river’s head-
waters is shrinkingacriticalwater lifeline
for about 35 million people and 5 million
acres of farmland across the Southwest,
from the Rockies to Southern California
andnorthernMexico.

With less snowmelt feeding the Col-
oradoRiver, its giant reservoirs are drop-
ping to dangerously low levels. Lake
Mead, the country’s largest reservoir
nearLasVegas, is now28% full.

LakePowell, the second-largest reser-
voir, is at just 24%, approaching a point
where there won’t be enough water be-
hindGlen Canyon Dam to continue gen-
erating electricity. To keep hydropower
going as long as possible, the Trump ad-
ministration is taking emergency
measures, releasing extra water from an-
other reservoirupstreamtoraise the lake
level.

Expertsandstatewatermanagerssay
it’s clear the

RANCHERMerrit Linke’s border collie, Z, pads across what is normally a full reservoir near Granby, Colo.
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The drying headwaters
of the Colorado River
Lack of snowmelt threatens lifeline for millions
of people and acres of farmland in Southwest

By Ian James
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WASHINGTON—Presi-
dent Trump canceled his
planned signingWednesday
of the landmark housing bill
Congress passed this week,
ina strikingdecision to jeop-
ardize a rare bipartisan suc-
cess inorder todemandthat
lawmakerspassvoterIDleg-
islation.

The president’s reversal,
as a stage and chairs for the
signing ceremony were set
up in the Capitol and stake-
holders were arriving on the
Hill, underscored his fixa-
tion on asserting some fed-
eral control over election
processes.

And it displayed a re-
markable willingness to
threaten a bill that he and
his party could have framed
as a win on affordability
ahead of the midterm elec-
tions, as Republicans fight
to keep U.S. House control
amid economic dissatisfac-
tionamongAmericans.

Hours before the presi-
dent torpedoed the bill sign-
ing, the White House had
said themeasure was an ex-
ample of a “promisekept.”

“Today’s Housing News
Conference and Signing is
hereby cancelled until such
time as we pass the desper-
ately needed SAVEAMERI-
CAACT, which I consider to
be a National Emergency,”
Trump wrote Wednesday
morning on his social media
website.

It opened a new front in
ongoing tension between
Trump and Senate Republi-
cans, which already had
neared a breaking point this
week over the proof-of-citi-
zenship bill. Senate leaders
have told the president that
the bill, dubbed the SAVE
America Act, does not have
the votes topass.

And it shocked lawmak-
ers who had been celebrat-
ing the bipartisan accom-
plishment. Rep.MaxineWa-
ters (D-Los Angeles), who
had helped lead negotia-
tions, saidTrumpwas “slap-
ping millions of families in
the face” after having sup-
ported thebill.

“Trump is making his
promise crystal clear: If
you’re dealing with high
housingcosts,you’reonyour
own,” Waters told reporters
at a Democratic news con-
ference Wednesday after-
noon.

The housing bill, which
passed with overwhelming
support in the House on

TRUMP
REFUSES
TO SIGN
BILL ON
HOUSING
President’s push for
voter ID law could
test GOP willingness
to counter him.

By Justine McDaniel
and Ana Ceballos
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A fire that has burned at
a Boyle Heights warehouse
for more than a week is
nearly out, officials said
Wednesday, but residents in
manyEastsidecommunities
were just beginning to as-
sess the health implications
from days of dirty air as well
as significant economic
losses.

The announcement coin-
cided with the official expi-
ration of a particle pollution
advisory that has kept resi-
dents inside and on edge for
days as firefighters worked
to get a handle on the haz-
ardous situation.

Fire Chief Jaime Moore
tasked crews with complet-
ing knockdownby the end of
the day, hoping to wrap up
the noxious and stubborn
fire, which has burned for
eightdays.

Although crews aremak-
ing “great progress” toward
meeting the chief ’s goal —
and there are no more large

columns of smoke — there
are still a fewhot spotsburn-
ing inside the building, de-
partment spokesperson
Capt. Anthony Tubbs said
at 3:30p.m.Wednesday.

“Until the incident com-
mander surveys that whole
building and we use our
drones equipped with infra-
thermal imaging,” he said,
“we won’t be able to give an
exact time for when we say
‘knockdown.’ ”

Just before noon, as
crews endeavored to put out
the remaining flames inside
the nearly 500,000-square-
foot cold storage facility, a
series of water-dropping
helicopters dumped 480 gal-
lons of water at a time
through a hole in the roof.
Firefighterswerecontinuing
a strategy they’d employed
the last few days— shooting
thousands of gallons of wa-
ter into the massive ware-
house fromoutside.

On June 17, the ware-
house, operated by Lineage,
a global temperature-con-
trolled storage facility com-
pany, caught fire reportedly
during work on solar panels
on the building’s roof. The
flames got inside the build-
ing, which is insulated, and
have been slowly burning
through85millionpoundsof
food and goods inside ever
since.

Warehouse blaze
fading but health
worries remain
As Boyle Heights fire
winds down, residents
are left with pollution
and financial costs.

By Salvador
Hernandez,
Ruben Vives and
Alex Wigglesworth

A HELICOPTER finishes a water drop at a cold
storage facility that has burned for more than a week.
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A federal judge inCalifor-
nia has issued a ruling ban-
ning Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement agents
from making arrests inside
immigration courts nation-
wide, blocking one of the
Trump administration’s
strategies for carrying out
massdeportations.

When the Trump admin-
istration began its crack-
down on illegal immigration
last year, ICE reversed its
previous guidance against
makingarrests inornear im-
migration courthouses.

As a result, many people
accusedofbeing in thecoun-
try illegally have been de-

tained and separated from
their families when they
show up for routine immi-
gration hearings and check-
ins.

InLosAngeles, thepolicy
shift led to sweeping arrests
at immigration courts, in-
cluding a teenager who was
detainedadayafterhegrad-
uated high school with hon-
ors and a father handcuffed
in front of his 8-year-old son
moments after a judge is-
sued a dismissal of his de-
portation case.

Immigration attorneys
have spoken out against the
practice, saying it punishes
people who are trying to
comply with the rules and
turns the justice system into
a place of fear. The Depart-
ment of Homeland Security
has argued that courts are a
safe and convenient place to
detain people who are in the
country illegally.

On Tuesday, Judge P.

Immigration court
arrests are blocked
A federal judge bars
strategy that ICE uses
nationwide, stymieing
government tactics.

By Clara Harter
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The Los Angeles Unified
School District will ban
classroom screen time be-
fore second grade and has
enacted limiteduse for older
students, under a pioneer-
ingpolicyapprovedTuesday
by the school board that re-
flects growing backlash
from parents and educators
who are concerned about an
overreliance on computers
and technology in K-12
learning.

Grassroots coalitions
have pushed for limits in
California and nationwide
as parents have become
alarmed over how digital
activities are replacing
hands-on learning and
peer interaction.

Beginning inAugust, dis-
trict guidelines will prohibit
in-school screen time from
preschool through first
grade. It will restrict daily
screen time to 20minutes—
including homework assign-
ments— in secondand third

LAUSD
limits
screen
time
With partial ban and
curbs, district is now
a leader against tech
overuse in schools.

By Kate Sequeira

[See Screens,A6]

Bob Blumenfield would
like to seeAngelenos’ old ba-
nana peels andmoldy bread
stay local.

On Tuesday morning,
the City Council member
told a small crowd of waste
advocates in front of City
Hall thathewas introducing
amotion to reduce the city’s
greenhouse gas emissions

by strengthening local com-
posting infrastructure and
decreasing reliance on dis-
tant facilities.

Currently, when city resi-
dents separate their food
waste and yard clippings,
chances are it’s being
trucked to faraway proc-
essing facilities in Bakers-
field orLancaster.

The motion would help
the city meet targets set by
California’s Short-Lived Cli-
mate Pollutant Reduction
Strategy, or Senate Bill 1383,
which phases out sending
green waste to the landfill,
because it is a major source
of the powerful climate pol-
lutantmethane.

It also would help meet

Mayor Karen Bass’ Climate
Action Plan, which aims to
use at least 50% of locally
produced compost and
mulchwithinLosAngelesby
2030. Currently, only 25% to
30% of the city’s material is
applied to land locally.

The city produces ap-
proximately 350,000 tons of
organicmaterial a year, Blu-
menfield told the crowd,
which he said equates to
roughly 1.2 million to 1.5 mil-
lion metric tons of carbon
dioxide.

“That’sabignumber,and
when you do the math,” he
said, that’s roughly the same
amount of carbon dioxide
released by the entire coun-
try of Belize, the entirety of

Humboldt County or the
equivalent of burning 1.6 bil-
lionpoundsof coal per year.

As the announcement
was underway, in the back-
ground a fire burned for a
sixth day in a Boyle Heights
warehouse, where 85million
pounds of frozen food was
thawing and beginning to
rot.

Signed into law in 2016,
the state’s composting bill
mandated a gradual in-
crease in the amount of or-
ganic waste thatmust be di-
vertedaway from landfills. It
required50%ofall greenand
food waste be diverted by
2020; by 2025, that number
was supposed tohit 75%.

A bid to keep L.A. food scraps local
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City Council member
aims to boost compost
infrastructure so waste
isn’t sent out of town.

By Susanne Rust
and Sandra McDonald

Palisades fire
jury deliberates
Jurors must decide
whether Jonathan
Rinderknecht or
someone else started
blaze. CALIFORNIA, B1

Endeavour will
look ready to go
California Science
Center to launch new
facility in November.
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Some sunshine.
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Lakers guard Austin Reaves, reacting after
making a three-pointer, is re-signing with the
team for four years and $185 million. SPORTS, B12

Board names new
superintendent
Andrés Chait, who
earned praise as acting
chief, quickly succeeds
Carvalho. CALIFORNIA, B1


