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THE WEATHER
Today, warmer, turning cloudy in the
afternoon, high 65. Tonight, cloudy,
showers, low 54. Tomorrow, morn-
ing showers, decreasing clouds,
high 76. Weather map, Page D8.
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Prices in Canada may be higher

$4.00

A strike hit the Israeli town of Eshtaol over the weekend. A month of intense U.S.-Israeli bombing has failed to stop Iran’s attacks.

Before and After Urgent Call to ‘Stop, Stop, Stop’

This article is by John Leland,
Pranav Baskar, Olivia Bensimon,
Ashley Southall, Corey Kilgannon
and Jan Ransom.

They were two young pilots
from Canada, still early in their ca-
reers, and two firefighters from
Queens and Long Island, 18-year
veterans in a specially trained
unit of the Port Authority Police
Department.

They were two air traffic con-
trollers early in their overnight
shift, and two flight attendants on
their last run of the day.

They were two planes from dif-
ferent airlines, one bound for Chi-

A Crescendo of Events
Leading to a Disaster
at LaGuardia

cago but grounded with a strange
odor, the other arriving from
Montreal, carrying 72 passengers
on a route traveled more than 200
times a month.

There was a specialized fire
truck built for airport emergen-
cies, but lacking a tracking device
that is standard at many airports.

Late on March 22, amid rain and

fog, fates came together at La-
Guardia Airport in the first deadly
crash at the airport in more than
three decades. In the screeching
collision of metal on metal, the two
pilots lost their lives and another
41 people were hospitalized with
injuries. A flight attendant, still
belted to her seat, was thrown
more than 300 feet.

Yet for all the wreckage, no pas-
sengers were Killed, and by

Continued on Page A17

STAFFING Questions have been
raised about how many overnight
controllers are needed. PAGE Al5

When Politics and Milk Collide

The G.O.P’s push to deport migrants may put dairy farms like Tim O’Harrow’s in a bind. Page A14.
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Catholic Church Has Surge of Converts in U.S.

By ELIZABETH DIAS

People are joining the Roman
Catholic Church in surprising
numbers.

This Easter, the Archdiocese of
Detroit will receive 1,428 new
Catholics into the church, its high-
est number in 21 years. The Arch-
diocese of Galveston-Houston will
haveits mostin 15 years. In the Di-
ocese of Des Moines, the count is
jumping 51 percent from last year,
from 265 people to 400.

Bishops Are Searching
for Causes Behind It

The first year after the election
of Pope Leo X1V, the first pontiff
from the United States, many
Catholic churches across America
are welcoming their highest num-
bers of new Catholics in recent
years. The newcomers are set to
officially be received into the

church during the Easter Vigil
Mass, the night before Easter
Sunday on April 5.

Bishops are buzzing about the
surge, and confounded by what is
behind it.

“Of course we think the Holy
Spirit is,” Cardinal Robert McEI-
roy of Washington said. “But we
are kind of stymied.”

His own archdiocese is set to
have 1,755 people enter the church
this Easter, up from last year’s

Continued on Page Al3
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Wounded Iran
Is Still Biting

Attacks May Be Fewer
But Have Deadly Effect

This article is by Nicholas Kulish,
Helene Cooper, Isabel Kershner and
Erika Solomon.

An Iranian strike on an Ameri-
can military base in Saudi Ara-
bia, injuring two dozen troops.
Two drones targeting a port in
Oman, and a strike on the Kuwait
International Airport. Workers at
an aluminum facility in Abu
Dhabi wounded by a missile and
drone attack.

President Trump has said that
the United States has all but
obliterated Iran’s military abili-
ties, portraying the country as a
defanged adversary. The U.S.
military says that the number of
attacks Iran has launched has
declined by roughly 90 percent
from the opening days of the war,
and the Israeli military says it
has rendered roughly 70 percent
of Iran’s hundreds of missile
launchers inoperable.

But a series of attacks against
Israel and Gulf countries in the
past several days is only the
latest evidence that Iran retains
enough missiles and drones to
destabilize the region and inflict
a punishing cost on its foes, while
signaling that, contrary to Mr.
Trump’s declarations, it is still
very much in the fight.

Millions of Israelis are still
rushing into bomb shelters day
and night to take cover from
Iranian missile fire. The daily
routine of sirens and booms sows
fear and paralysis. Seven people
were injured in central Israel on
Thursday after missile barrages,
according to the country’s emer-
gency service. Surveillance
cameras captured footage of two
people rushing out of harm’s way
before a silver car they were
standing near exploded, then
pinwheeled through the air. On
Friday, a Tel Aviv man was killed
by a bomblet from a missile with
a cluster-munition warhead.

Continued on Page A8

MOURNING Hundreds in Beirut
attended funerals for two journal-
ists and a cameraman. PAGE A9

ENERGY The Iran war’s disrup-
tions may force countries to rely
less on natural gas. PAGE B1

More Die in ICE Custody
As Critics Charge Neglect

One Man Deteriorated After a Toothache —
‘He Could Not Even Blink His Eyes’

This article is by Jazmine Ulloa,
Allison McCann and Emiliano Ro-
driguez Mega.

It started with sharp pain in a
tooth. For about a week, Emman-
uel Damas sought treatment
while he was being held at an Ari-
zona immigration detention cen-
ter, several detainees later told his
family. But Mr. Damas, who had
migrated from Haiti in 2024 under
what was then a lawful U.S. pro-
gram, was given only ibuprofen,
the detainees said.

Soon, one of his brothers re-
ceived a call that Mr. Damas was
in a hospital intensive care unit.
By the time his relatives were al-
lowed to visit him nine days later,
Mr. Damas, 56, was on life sup-
port, unable to move or speak but
still shackled to a hospital bed. An
infection had spread throughout
his body, and Mr. Damas had most
likely gone into septic shock, ac-
cording to federal officials and in-
terviews with his relatives.

“He could not even blink his
eyes,” one of his brothers, Presly
Nelson, said in an interview.
“There was nothing there.”

He died on March 2 — one of 13
people who have died in federal
immigration custody in the first
three months of this year, and one
of 46 who have died since Presi-
dent Trump took office last year
and began his mass deportation
campaign, according to death re-
ports and news releases made
public by Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement.

The Department of Homeland
Security and its ICE agency,
which have been leading the de-
portation effort, have faced grow-
ing scrutiny over agents’ ag-
gressive, militarized tactics on
American streets. And the Killing
of two U.S. citizens in Minnesota
this year helped lead to the ouster
of Kristi Noem as homeland secu-
rity secretary.

But as her successor, Mark-
wayne Mullin, takes over, the
number of people who have died

inimmigration detention has been
drawing more attention. The num-
ber of immigrants in ICE custody
has nearly doubled in the last 14
months, and the detention centers
have been strained by the surge.

A spokesman for CoreCivic,
which operates the Arizona deten-
tion center where Mr. Damas fell
ill, said only that the company
takes “very seriously” the death of
anyone in its care. “The safety,
health and well-being of the peo-
ple in our facilities is our top pri-
ority,” the spokesman, Brian Todd,
said.

The Department of Homeland
Security maintains that detainees

Deaths in ICE custody
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are receiving adequate care. In a
statement, Lauren Bis, an agency
spokeswoman, said Mr. Damas
was sent to the hospital on Feb. 19
immediately after he reported
shortness of breath and that ICE
had “higher detention standards
than most U.S. prisons.” American
prisons have long had deficiencies
of their own in the medical care
provided to inmates.

Many ICE detention facilities
are run by large private compa-
nies, such as CoreCivic and the
GEO Group, that also operate

Continued on Page A16
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The death of Emmanuel Damas, 56, has galvanized opposition
to collaboration between ICE and the local authorities in Boston.

Judges Struggle to Signal Alarm
As Fiery Rulings Become Norm

By MATTATHIAS SCHWARTZ

Judges are turning up the vol-
ume.

One compared her district’s bal-
looning caseload to a demigod’s
battle against a mythological
monster.

Another sought to buttress his
argument against National Guard
deployments to U.S. cities with a
YouTube link to a 1970 protest
song.

Athird compared the Trump ad-
ministration’s rewriting of Ameri-
can history to the Ministry of
Truth in George Orwell’s novel
“1984.

More and more federal judges
have been setting aside their pro-
fession’s traditional, restrained
style of opinion writing in favor of

an emotive, populist approach,
giving full vent to the intensity of
their concerns about cases flood-
ing their dockets since President
Trump returned to office.

In many instances, the writerly
flourishes and flashy citations ap-
pear to be symptoms of a growing
sense among district-court judges
that President Trump’s second
term is an all-hands-on-deck con-
stitutional emergency. That feel-
ing of alarm runs all the way up to
the Supreme Court, where Justice
Ketanji Brown Jackson wrote that
one decision from the conserva-
tive majority was “an existential
threat to the rule of law.”

In interviews, judges and legal

Continued on Page A12
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Squatters Among Seoul’s Rich
The city wants to redevelop a shanty-
town in the Gangnam district, where
hundreds are defying eviction. PAGE A6

Bolsonaros Push U.S. on Gangs
The ex-leader’s sons are lobbying Presi-
dent Trump to declare Brazil’s two

largest cartels terrorist groups. PAGE A4

Swing Voters in Farm Country
In California’s Central Valley, Latinos
shifted to Republicans in 2024. But the
voting bloc appears to be up for grabs
again as the midterms loom. PAGE All

Taking Stock of ‘No Kings’
Opposition to the war in Iran appeared
to motivate many younger people to
attend the demonstrations. PAGE Al2

OBITUARIES B7-8
“The Boxcar Children’ Author

Gertrude Chandler Warner’s series tells
of four children who live on a train and
solve mysteries. Overlooked. PAGE B8

ARTS C1-6

Bruce Hornsby’s New Way

The songs on his latest album touch on
matters of science and eternity, as well
as on bits of autobiography. PAGE C1

Downfall of a ‘Bachelorette’
Taylor Frankie Paul’s past was no se-
cret. But a video that included a child’s
cry changed everything. PAGE C1

Tough Time for Reality TV

The number of unscripted series has
dropped by a third since 2022. Among
the causes: the fall of cable and digital
outlets’ growth. As the industry changes,
an era is quietly vanishing. PAGE Bl

Covid Relief Loans Linger

The Small Business Administration lent
$378 billion to keep businesses afloat
during the pandemic. Getting repaid is
proving difficult, with an unpaid princi-

pal balance of $279 billion. PAGE Bl
OPINION A18-19
Meher Ahmad PAGE Al8

SPORTS D1-8

Going Extinct as Game Evolves
No one expects a player to bat .400 in a
season, a la Ted Williams. But even .300
hitters — and 200-inning pitchers —
may soon belong in a museum. PAGE D1

354613

0 9



