
$3.66 DESIGNATEDAREASHIGHER © 2026 latimes.comFRIDAY, MARCH 27, 2026

Gina Ferazzi Los Angeles Times

The Dodgers’ Miguel Rojas and Freddie Freeman hold the last twoWorld Series trophies
before the opener against Arizona, with actorWill Ferrell at the wheel. Scan this code for our
coverage at latimes.com and in our eNewspaper, which contains an exclusive “Sports Extra.”

THE DRIVE FOR A THREE-PEAT

President Trump on
Thursday continued pro-
jecting confidence in the
U.S. war effort in Iran, sug-
gesting online and during a
high-level Cabinet meeting
that Iran has been “obliter-
ated,” that its leaders were
“begging” for a deal, and
that the U.S. is “roaming
free” over Iran and “NEEDS
NOTHING” from its Euro-
peanallies.

He also again delayed
threatened U.S. attacks on
Iranian power plants, based
ontalksthathesaidwerego-
ing “verywell.”

Trump’s description of
the war as all but finished—
he actually said “we’ve won”
— stood in contrast to the
facts on the ground, where
Iran continued to launch at-
tacks and threaten oil
tanker traffic in the vital
Strait of Hormuz, and the
U.S. continued sending
troopsandwarships towhat
is already the largest Ameri-
can military buildup in the
MiddleEast indecades.

The president’s framing
of the conflict also con-

trasted with that of Iranian
officials, who have remained
publicly defiant, down-
played negotiations and re-
jected several of his condi-
tions for ending thewar—as
Trump has acknowledged,
accusing them of saying one
thing in private and another
inpublic.

“They better get serious
soon, before it is too late,”
thepresidentwroteonsocial
media, “because once that
happens, there is NO
TURNING BACK, and it
won’t bepretty.”

“They are begging to
makeadeal,notme,”Trump
reiterated later Thursday,
while hosting his first Cab-
inet meeting since the war
began.

The president asserted
that Iran’s military capa-
bilities have been destroyed,
and that the Americanmis-
sion is “ahead of schedule.”
He said American forces
were operating without op-
position over Iran, and
“there’s not a damn thing
they can do about it” be-
cause they’ve been “beat to
s—.”

He said that Iranian offi-
cials had requested he hold
off on power plant attacks
threatened for Friday as
talks continued, and that he
had agreed to wait 10 more
days, until April 6.

Trump’s outward confi-
dence, a defining feature of

Iran ‘begging’ for
deal, Trump says;
war exit unclear
GOP lawmakers grow
frustrated over a lack
of strategy as Tehran
rejects U.S. demands.

By Kevin Rector
and Ana Ceballos

DESPITE President Trump’s confidence in the U.S.
war effort, Iran has continued to launch attacks.
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WASHINGTON—When
President Trump ordered
immigration raids in Los
Angeles inJune,onlyahand-
ful of those arrested were vi-
olent criminals. The sweeps
split families, cost busi-
nesses millions of dollars
and drove many undocu-
mented residents into hid-
ing.

Activists protested the
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement actions,
prompting the president to
deploy thousands of federal
troops inwhathecalledase-
curity operation. A federal
judge called it unlawful and
said the deployment caused
“greater harm” to the city.

Now, Trump wants a
redo.

At a Cabinet meeting
Thursday, he called on the
mayors and governors of
several blue cities andstates
to allow troops to “come in
and stop the crime,” point-
ing to purported successes
inWashington,NewOrleans
andMemphis,Tenn.

“Crime is down 75% in a
short period of time,”
Trump told his top advisors.
“We could do that for L.A.
and we could do that for,
frankly, SanFrancisco.”

Thepresident framedthe
deployments as both a
crime-fightingandimmigra-
tion enforcement tool, say-
ing that federal authorities
can remove people from cit-
ies inways localofficials can-
not.

“We can do it muchmore
effectively, because [local
leaders] can’t do what we
do,” Trump said. “All the
time, people come up to me
... and they say ‘thank you so
much.’ I know immediately
what they’re talking about.
They’re able to walk to
work.”

Trump also said this
week that hewould consider
deploying the National
Guard at airports to assist
with mounting security de-
lays amid a 40-day partial

Trump
weighs
troops’
return
to L.A.
He also discusses a
federal presence in
San Francisco. Actual
plans aren’t known.

By Gavin J. Quinton
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CulverCity, aonce-quietcornerofL.A.
County people would pass through on
theirwaytosomewhereelse,hasemerged
as a destination of choice for some of the
world’s best-knowncompanies.

Apple, Amazon,TikTok, andSony are
just a few of the big names with a strong
presence in the city of fewer than 40,000
residents, conveniently located between
downtown L.A. and the beaches. Re-
cently, they’ve been joined by Ikea, Pin-
terest and the company behind the
Labubudolls.

“We’re this little oasis in themidst of a
megalopolis,”MayorFreddyPuza said.

PopMart, theChinesemakerof thevi-
ral dolls, picked a location in Culver City
for its headquarters in theU.S.

Michael Hackman, an independent
studio owner who controls the building
thatPopMart ismovinginto,saysheis in-
undated with calls from people excited
that the company is coming to Culver
City.

“We’re getting all these calls frompeo-
ple saying, ‘I have a daughter who is a
huge fan,’ and ‘How can we get a Labubu
doll?’ ” he said.

Swedish furniture giant Ikea said last
month that it would open a store in the
Helms Bakery complex that once pro-
duced bread. Although Ikea’s address
will be in Los Angeles — most of the
sprawling area now known as the Helms
DesignDistrict is inL.A.—Ikeapointedly
announced it [See Culver City,A11]

Culver City is a rising
hot spot for business
Once seen as ‘a drive-through city,’ it has
emerged as a magnet for firms and consumers

ByRogerVincent and Iris Kwok

For decades, Dolores
Huerta told an inspiring
story about the union she
and César Chávez built and
how it changed the lives of
farmworkers.

The two activists fa-
mously formulatedaplanfor
what would become the

United Farm Workers in a
kitchen in Boyle Heights.
They were partners in dec-
ades of labor battles, boy-
cotts, protests and political
alliances. Huerta said they
didn’t always agree, but she
andChávez sharedamutual
respect and obsessive sense
ofmission.

But over the last two
weeks, portions of the UFW
history have been rewritten,
in large part through the
wordsofHuertaherself.

Sheandothersmadesex-
ual abuse allegations
againstChávezthatareadd-
ing to a reassessment of the

union that already had been
underway—onethattries to
deal with the failures and
problems in ways themyths
havenot.

“What’s now being ex-
posed is that the wheels had
fallen off years before César
Chávez died and for reasons
thathave todowithhismeg-
alomania, his bad decisions
and the internal strife” in-
side union headquarters,
said Matt Garcia, a profes-
sor of Latin American, Lat-
ino and Caribbean studies,
history and social relations
atDartmouth.

It began with an inves-

tigative story in the New
YorkTimes that reportedal-
legations that Chávez had
sexually abusedHuerta and
two girls. In subsequent in-
terviews, Huerta portrayed
Chávez as an abusive, sexist
bullywhodemeanedherand
undermined her so much
that at one point she left the
UFW headquarters for sev-
eralweeks.

“He had an evil side to
him,” Huerta told ABC
News.

The revelations have
sparked a movement to re-
move Chávez’s name from

Rethinking UFWhistory amid scandal
Allegations against
César Chávez add to a
reassessment that had
already been brewing.

By Hannah Fry
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WASHINGTON—Alead
attorneyfortheDepartment
of Homeland Security sug-
gested that federal agents
should have “just started
hitting the rioters and ar-
resting everyone that
couldn’t get away”during an
anti-ICE protest in Los An-
geles last June, internal
emails show.

The note was in an email
chain obtained by the non-
profit watchdog group
American Oversight
through the Freedom of In-
formation Act and shared
exclusivelywithTheTimes.

In it, attorneys forHome-
land Security appear to be
discussing the June 9 law-
suit filed by California Gov.
Gavin Newsom over Presi-
dentTrump’sdeploymentof
thousands of California Na-
tional Guard troops to Los
Angeles.

Under the subject line
“California DOD Lawsuit,”
officials coordinated legal
filings defending the Trump
administration and in-
cludedadraftdeclarationby
the Los Angeles field office
director of Immigration and
Customs Enforcement sup-
porting the deployment of
military forces.

The final email in the

A call for
force at
anti-ICE
protest
Attorney said agents
in L.A. should have
‘just started hitting
rioters,’ email shows.

By Andrea Castillo
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City crews were on the
verge of welding a manhole
cover shut in South Los An-
geles on Wednesday morn-
ing when a surprise discov-
ery stopped them in their
tracks.

“Hey, there’s someone
down there,” said one of the
workers in a reflective yellow
vest. He pointed to the
storm drain at West 88th
Street and SouthGrandAv-
enue.

Seconds later, a man in
his late 20s climbed out of
the darkness, carrying with
him a pink polka dot roller
suitcase. He walked away

and, minutes later, the
bright light of a welding gun
sealed themanhole shut.

It was a startling scene,
even for residents such as
Denise Evans, who says she
has seen it all over the years.

Evans, who lives a few
houses down from the inter-
section where city crews,
firefighters and police had
gathered around 9 a.m., said
she called 311 repeatedly for
years about a raft of prob-
lems stemming from the en-
campments of homeless
peoplenearherhouse.She’d
reported fires, trash and,
last year, people living in the
stormdrains, she said.

This week, something
was finally being done about

Man nearly sealed into city storm drain

WORKERS in South L.A. were about to weld a man-
hole cover shut when a man emerged with a suitcase.

Allen J. Schaben Los Angeles Times

By Fedor Zarkhin
and Allen J. Schaben

[See Sewer,A8]

Oscars will move
to a new venue
Starting in 2029, the
ceremony will be held
downtown at L.A. Live.
ENTERTAINMENT, E1

Deputy’s widow
files legal claim
Detective slain by a
grenade wasn’t formally
trained on the device,
she says. CALIFORNIA, B1

Sony and Honda
scrap car venture
Companies withdraw
plans for a gadget-filled
EV priced at $100,000.
BUSINESS, A10

Weather
Mostly sunny.
L.A.Basin: 80/59.B6
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