
Kicking it off
World cup fanfest set to be a
major attraction this summer
at boston’s city hall plaza. c6

stating their case
brookline’s niedeck captures
miaa nordic championship;
mount greylock impresses. c7
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tV highLights
olympics: Speedskating: men’s 1,000, 1:15 p.m., NBC
olympics: Figure skating, 1:30 p.m., USA; 2:15 p.m., NBC
olympics:Men’s hockey: Italy-Sweden, 3:25 p.m., USA
Women’s college basketball: Creighton-UConn, 7 p.m., NBCSN
Nba: Bulls-Celtics, 7:30 p.m., NBCSB
Listings, C7; olympics, C3
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celtics forward Jayson Tatum
has mostly been completing his
achilles injury rehab behind
closed doors, with scattered pod-
cast appearances offering occa-
sional morsels about his prog-
ress.

but on monday evening the
celtics created a stir when they
sent out a press release saying
that Tatum would take part in a
practice with the team’s g

League affiliate, the maine celt-
ics. Then on Tuesday morning,
buzz began to spread at the au-
erbach center that Tatumwould
conduct his first official inter-
view session with celtics report-
ers since media day in septem-
ber.

The prospect of his looming
return had begun to gain mo-
mentum.

Tatum had a brief chat with
amile Jefferson, a celtics assis-
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Tatum remains vague
on return to Celtics
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Garrett Crochet was on hand for the first day of Red Sox spring training — and the staff ace brought along an altered pitch he worked on in the offseason.

fORTmYERs, fla. — isiah kiner-
falefa was an inch or two away from his-
tory in game 7 of theWorld series last
fall, his left foot hitting home plate in the
bottom of the ninth inning only a split
second after dodgers catcherWill smith
caught the throw frommiguel Rojas to
get a force out.

The dodgers went on to win the game
in 11 innings, denying the blue Jays their
first championship since 1993, and kin-
er-falefa of a career-definingmoment.

Threemonths later, kiner-falefa has

buried thememory as best he can, even
manipulating the algorithm of his social
media accounts to avoid seeing the play.

“it was definitely heart-breaking,” he
said Tuesday after his one-year, $6million
contract with the Red sox became official.

kiner-falefa, who turns 31 next
month, had options in free agency and
chose carefully. he saw the Red sox as a
way back to the postseason and an oppor-
tunity to create bettermemories than
what he came awaywith last fall.

“it was a pretty easy decision,” kiner-
falefa said. “You look at where the ball
club is, and you see the additions to the
pitching staff.
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Kiner-Falefa wants to play
for better playoff memories
Peter Abraham

oN basEbaLL

fiLE/bRYnn andERsOn/assOciaTEd pREss

Isiah Kiner-Falefa, representing the World Series-winning run for the
Blue Jays in Game 7, was forced out at home by Dodgers catcher Will Smith.

Reporting for duty

By TimHealey
gLObE sTaff

fORT mYERs, fla. — after
garrett crochet joined the Red
sox, signed a long-term contract,
dominated to a degree few other
pitchers in franchise history
have, threw more innings than
ever, and capped it all off with a
spectacular outing in his first
postseason start, he went home
to Tennessee and took off a little
more time than normal.

his usual reset, four to six
weeks, went the full six — and it
wasn’t about baseball. he and
his wife, Rachel, welcomed their
first child, a daughter, innovem-
ber, the last and biggest change
in a year full of them.

“i can’t really put into words
how it’s made me feel,” crochet
said,meaning that in a goodway
even if sleep is trickier lately.
“i’ve transformed on the inside.
it’s a special feeling.”

he’ll carry that perspective
into a new season of grand ex-
pectations, for the team and es-
pecially for the lefthander.

crochet, the lone survivor
from the 2025 season-opening
rotation, is amped about what
he sees in this year’s group, over-
hauled by chief baseball officer
craig breslow in an offseason
marked by pitching and defense.

“sonny [gray] brings a ton of
experience and a ton of strike-
outs and innings over the past
couple years,” crochet said. “Ob-
viously, we’ve seen what Ranger
[suárez] has done in the nL and
one of the better divisions in
baseball [the nL East], and also
in one of the more hostile envi-
ronments in baseball. so i think
that we’re excited to see him
meet the challenge in boston.

“and [Johan] Oviedo has got
an incredible profile, just watch-
ing him throw bullpens and stuff
like that, you see the pitch
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Red Sox ace
Crochet likes
retooled staff

By Nicole Yang
gLObE sTaff

fOXbOROugh — Rookie left tackle Will
campbell apologized for not speaking to themedia
sunday night after the patriots lost the super bowl
to the seahawks, citing his emotions.

“i just want to make sure i had my head on
properly before i said anything,” campbell said
Tuesday morning at gillette stadium. “i didn’t
want to say anything i didn’t need to say. i know
that can happen, especially with myself whenever
there’s emotions involved. i just wanted the night
to sleep on things.”

seattle’s pass rush steamrolled campbell for 14
pressures on 53 dropbacks (26.4 percent), accord-
ing to the nfL’s next gen stats. The 14 pressures
were the most surrendered by a player in any

game, regular season or playoffs, this season.
campbell couldn’t hold up in pass protection,

starting with the 10-yard sack that hampered the
patriots’ opening possession. he also was flagged
for one of the patriots’ three penalties, a false start
on third down near the end of the second quarter.

“The guy in the locker room [after the game] is
a youngman who has a lot of emotions, who prob-
ably doesn’t care what he says,” campbell said.
“When i get emotional, i tend to have no mind.
That’s not the way i need to approach this thing. i
know myself. and if i would have spoken after, i
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Campbell explains silence
following Super Bowl loss

ºMayesaysright shoulderneedsrest,not
surgeryduring theoffseason.Notebook,C4
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Left tackle Will Campbell apologized to reporters for not speaking following the Patriots’
Super Bowl loss in which he allowed 14 pressures, the most in any NFL game this season.
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Ilia Malinin turned the Milano Ice Skating Arena into his
personal playground during the men’s short program.

iliamalinin figured that the
Winter games would bemuch
the same as theWorld champ-
ionships are. The same grand
stage, the same rivals, the same
programs he’d been cranking
out all season.

and then he realized that he
was at Olympus. The five rings,
the constant flame, the skiers
and bobsledders and speedskat-
ers roaming through the village.
That’s why it took the planet’s
greatest figure skater a few days
inmilan to revert to his custom-
ary dominance.

”coming to the Olympics, i
thought that i just can take it
the sameway [as] with any com-
petition, but, in the end, some-
times it really just still over-
whelms you,” the Quad god said
Tuesday after he’d beaten Japa-
nese archrival Yuma kagiyama
convincingly in the short pro-
gram. “i definitely felt that in
the team short program.”

scott hamilton, whowon the
goldmedal in 1984, can empa-
thize. he arrived in sarajevo as
the three-time world titlist and
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Malinin poised to
jump to the next level


