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Workers of one of the
mostpowerfulunions inCal-
ifornia are forming an early
front in thebattleagainstar-
tificial intelligence, warning
it could take jobs and harm
people’s health.

As part of negotiations
with their employer, Kaiser
Permanente workers have
been pushing back against
the giant healthcare pro-
vider’s use of AI. They are
building demands around
that issue and others, using
picket lines and hunger
strikes tohelppersuadeKai-
ser to use the powerful tech-
nology responsibly.

Kaiser says AI could save
employees from tedious,
time-consuming tasks such
as taking notes and paper-
work.Workerssaythatcould
be the first step down a slip-
pery slope that leads to lay-
offs and damage to patient
health.

“They’re sort of painting
a map that would reduce
their need for human work-
ers and human clinicians,”
said Ilana Marcucci-Morris,
a licensed clinical social
worker and part of the bar-
gaining team for the Na-
tional Union of Healthcare
Workers, which is fighting
formoreprotections against
AI.

The 42-year-old Oak-
land-based therapist says
sheknowstechnologycanbe
useful but warns that the
consequences for patients
have been “grave” when AI
makesmistakes.

Kaiser says AI can help
physicians and employees
focus on serving members
andpatients.

Labor
fights
the rise
of AI
at work
Mental health staffers
at Kaiser worry about
job loss, data privacy
and quality of care.

By Queenie Wong
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When Casey Wasserman
boarded Jeffrey Epstein’s
private jet for a two-week
tour of Africa in 2002, he had
little inkling hewas embark-
ing on a journey that could
imperil his fortune.

The 28-year-old scion of
Hollywood mogul Lew
Wassermanwas already the
heir of a multimillion-dollar
philanthropic foundation,
the owner of a professional
football teamand the found-
er of a growing sports mar-
keting firm. But many saw
this as just the beginning for
Wasserman, who seemed
destined to follow his leg-
endary grandfather as a
business, political and cul-
ture titan.

He found an opportunity
to step onto the world stage
when former PresidentClin-
ton invitedhimonahumani-
tarian trip to five African
countries to promote AIDS/

HIV prevention and econo-
mic development in nations
rackedbydisease andwar.

Wasserman, a prolific
Clinton fundraiser whose
grandfather helped himwin
the 1992 presidential elec-
tion,was joinedbyothers in-
cludinghis then-wife,Laura,
actor Kevin Spacey, Epstein
andhis longtimecompanion
GhislaineMaxwell.

Revelations around that
trip andWasserman’s risque
emails with Maxwell now
threatenhis legacy.

A trove of documents re-
cently released by the U.S.
Department of Justice offer
new details about the jour-
ney to Africa and Wasser-
man’s intimate relationship
withMaxwell—anentangle-
ment that has jeopardized
his leadership of the 2028
Los Angeles Olympic
Games.

Wasserman boarded Ep-
stein’s jet three years before
the family of a 14-year-old
girl in Palm Beach, Fla., re-
ported she wasmolested by
Epstein, triggering a dec-
ades-long investigation that
resulted in Epstein’s 2008
conviction for procuring a
child for prostitution and
2019 arrest for sex trafficking
underage girls. Wasserman

An Africa trip, racy
emails threaten Casey
Wasserman’s role at
the LA28 committee.

By Jenny Jarvie,
Meg James
and Dakota Smith
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HowOlympic
chair entered
Epstein’s orbit

MINNEAPOLIS — Al-
berto Castañeda Mon-
dragónsayshismemorywas
so jumbledafterabeatingby
immigration officers that he
initially couldnot remember
he had a daughter and still
struggles to recall treasured

moments such as the night
he taughther todance.

But the violence he en-
dured last month in Minne-
sota while being detained is
seared into his battered
brain.

He remembers Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforce-
ment agents pulling him
from a friend’s car on Jan. 8
outside a St. Paul shopping
center and throwing him to
the ground, handcuffing

him, then punching himand
striking his headwith a steel
baton. He remembers being
dragged into an SUV and
taken to a detention facility,
where he said he was beaten
again.

He also remembers the
emergency room and the in-
tense pain from eight skull
fracturesandfive life-threat-
eningbrainhemorrhages.

“Theystartedbeatingme
right away when they ar-

restedme,” theMexican im-
migrantrecounted lastweek
to the Associated Press,
which recently reported on
how his case contributed to
mounting friction between
federal immigration agents
andaMinneapolis hospital.

Castañeda Mondragón,
31, is one of an unknown
number of immigration de-
tainees who, despite avoid-
ing deportation during the

Demand for answers in severe ICE beating
By Jack Brook,
Michael Biesecker,
Jim Mustian
and Cedar Attanasio
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What does Dow hitting 50,000 mean?
Historic milestone doesn’t translate to a healthy
U.S. economy, Michael Hiltzik writes. BUSINESS, A10

Plan approved to
kill Catalina deer
The eradication, part
of an effort to restore
the island ecosystem,
will be carried out by
professional shooters.
CALIFORNIA, B1

Weather
Mostly cloudy; warm.
L.A. Basin: 80/57.B6

U.S. Olympians
speaking out
Athletes at theWinter
Games decry the raids
back home, defining
patriotism on their
terms. SPORTS, D3

With the leaders of seven
states deadlocked over the
Colorado River’s deepening
crisis, negotiations increas-
ingly seem likely to fail —
which could lead the federal
government to impose uni-
lateral cuts and spark law-
suits that would bring a
complex court battle.

Interior Secretary Doug
Burgum has urged negotia-
tors for the states to reach a
deal by Saturday, but sub-
stantial disagreements re-
main. A failure to reach a
consensus could result in
cuts in water deliveries to
California by as much as a
third, and by perhaps twice
that forArizonaandNevada
— much larger reductions
than the states have offered
aspart of thenegotiations.

“All seven states know
that if we’re unable to
achieve an agreement, it
would likely fall to the

courts, and that would be a
lengthy and uncertain proc-
ess,” Colorado Gov. Jared
Polis said in an interview.

“I’m confident that Col-
orado would prevail based
on the merits,” Polis said,
but a court fight is “some-
thing that I don’t think any
statedesires.”

The Colorado River pro-
vides water for about 35mil-
lion people and 5 million
acres of farmland, from the
Rocky Mountains to north-
ern Mexico. The water was
originallydividedamongthe
states in 1922 under an
agreement called the Col-
oradoRiverCompact.

That agreement over-
promised what the river
could provide. And in the
last quarter-century, relent-
less drought intensified by
climate change has sapped
the river’s flowand left its gi-
ant reservoirs severely de-
pleted.

The three states of the
Lower Basin — California,
Arizona and Nevada — are
at odds with the four Upper
Basin states of Colorado,
Wyoming, Utah and New
Mexico.

In a meeting late last

Water deadlock
spirals downward
Supplies to California
and other states are at
risk as Colorado River
negotiations stall.

By Ian James
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THE COLORADO River, seen near Blythe, Calif., in
December, provides water for about 35 million people.

Kayla Bartkowski Los Angeles Times

As the threat of nuclear conflict
loomed during the Cold War, the U.S.
Army hatched a top secret plan to con-
cealhundredsofmissile launchersonrail
lines hidden beneath the thick ice sheets
ofGreenland.

In case of a Soviet attack, nukes dis-
persed in thousands of miles of cut-and-
cover tunnels could be launched within
20 minutes. The name for the effort was
worthy of a Hollywood action movie:
Project Iceworm.

“Iceworm formed part of the broader
U.S. ‘polarstrategy,’whichsawtheArctic
as a crucial arena for Cold War nuclear
deterrence—adirect route forbothSovi-
etattackandU.S.strategicdefense,”said
KristianNielsen, a historian of science at
Aarhus University in Denmark and co-
author of the book “Camp Century: The
Untold Story of America’s Secret Arctic
MilitaryBaseUnder theGreenland Ice.”

American fascinationwithGreenland
as a forwardmilitary position is not new.
Neither are Danish and Greenlandic
doubts about the trustworthiness of the

GIANT vehicles convey supplies to a U.S. military base in Greenland in 1959.
U.S. Army

ColdWar-era Arctic plan
fuels distrust of U.S., Trump
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By Pedro Nakamura

MILAN-CORTINA OLYMPICS

A LEGEND’S DREAM IS DASHED
International Olympic Committee

U.S. skier Lindsey Vonn crashes 13 seconds into the women’s downhill Sunday. She was treated for a left
leg fracture. Her teammate Breezy Johnson won the event, America’s first gold of the Games. SPORTS, D1

As they waited for jurors
to return a verdict, the law-
yerswere onedge.

Rebecca Abel and Kyra
Nickell, both deputy federal
public defenders, had spent
days in trial defending their
client, whom the govern-
mentaccusedofassaultinga
federal lawenforcementoffi-
cer with a camera and later
with a shove to the chest
during an immigration pro-
test in downtown Los Ange-
les lastAugust.

Therewasthepressureof

securing justice for Isaias
Lopez, 28, who they argued
had pushed the officer in
self-defense, after he walked
into Lopez’s camera and
then shoved it back toward
him. Lopez faced up to eight
years inprison if convicted.

And there was the pres-
sure of keeping up an un-
precedented winning streak
against prosecutors, who
have charged more than 100
people since June, alleging
assaults on agents or inter-
ference with immigration
enforcement.

The federal public de-
fender’soffice inLosAngeles

was 5-0 against the U.S. at-
torney’s office, winning ev-
ery case brought to trial in
the Central District of Cali-
fornia,highlyunusual for the
perpetual underdogs.

TheyhopedLopez’s case,
which went to trial last
month,wouldbeNo. 6.

“It’s normal to feel pres-
sure for any trial, for any cli-
ent. We want them to win;
that’swhywe’rebotheringto
take it to trial,” said Abel,
who helped secure an ac-
quittal for a client in the sec-
ond protest case that went
to trial. “But certainly in

Facing DOJ charges, L.A.
protesters keep winning
By Brittny Mejia
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