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WASHINGTON —
Standing alongside Presi-
dent Trump at his Palm
Beachestate,VolodymyrZe-
lensky could only smirk and
grimace without overtly of-
fending his host. “Russia
wants to see Ukraine suc-
ceed,”Trumptoldreporters,
shocking the Ukrainian
president before claiming
that Vladimir Putin is genu-
ine inhis desire for peace.

It was just the latest ex-
ample of theAmerican pres-
ident sympathizing with
Moscow in its war of con-
quest in Europe. Yet Zelen-
sky emerged from themeet-
ing Sunday ensuring once
againthatUkrainemayfight
another day, maintaining
critical if uneasy support
fromWashington.

Few signs of progress
toward a peace agreement
materialized from themeet-
ing at Mar-a-Lago, where
Zelensky traveled with sig-
nificant compromises — in-
cluding a plan to put territo-
rial concessions to Russia
before the Ukrainian people
for a vote — in order to ap-
pease theU.S. president.

But Zelensky won con-
cessions of his own from
Trump, who had for weeks
been pushing for a ceasefire
byChristmas, or else threat-
ening to cutoffUkraine from
U.S. intelligence that would
leave Kyiv blind on the
battlefield. “I don’t have
deadlines,”TrumpsaidSun-
day.

Over the course of
Trump’s first year in office,
Zelensky and other Europe-
an leaders have repeatedly
worked to convince Trump
that Russia’s President
Putin is, in fact, anaggressor
opposed to peace, responsi-
ble for an unprovoked inva-
sionthat launchedthedead-
liest conflict in Europe since
theSecondWorldWar.

Each time, Trump has
come around, even going as
far over the summer as to

Aiming
to break
Putin’s
hold on
Trump
With his proposed
compromises,
Zelensky retains
critical U.S. support.

By Michael Wilner
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Lush green fields of alfalfa spread across
thousands of acres in a desert valley inwest-
ern Arizona, where a dairy company from
Saudi Arabia grows the thirsty crop by
pullingupgroundwater fromdozensofwells.

Thecompany,Fondomonte, is the largest
water user in the Ranegras Plain ground-
waterbasin, shippinghayoverseasto feed its
cows intheMiddleEast.Likeother landown-
ers in the area, it has been allowed to pump
unlimited amounts from the aquifer, even as
water levels havedeclined.

That soon could change, as Arizona offi-
cials are considering a plan to start regulat-
ing groundwater pumping in the rural area
100mileswest ofPhoenix.

At a meeting in mid-December, more
than 150 residents of La Paz County sat lis-
tening in folding chairs as state officials

underlined the severity of the declines in
groundwater levels by showing graphs with
lines sloping steeplydownward.

“This is where the heaviest pumping is.
This iswherewe’re seeing themost decline,”
said RyanMitchell, chief hydrologist for the
ArizonaDepartment ofWaterResources, as
he showed charts of the plummeting aquifer
levels.

Thedata fromwells told the story: Inone,
water levels dropped a staggering 242 feet
since the early 1980s. Another declined 136
feet.

Mitchell said current pumping in the
Ranegrasbasin isn’t sustainable, andthat in
places it’s causing the land surface to sink as
muchas 2 inchesper year.

“That isa trendthat isalarming,”hesaid.

A SAUDI firm grows alfalfa, top, on thousands of acres of Arizona desert farm-
land. Structures containing drying alfalfa, above, are at the farm near Vicksburg.

Photographs by Kayla Bartkowski Los Angeles Times

In Arizona, an alarming
drain on a vital resource
Groundwater pumping by a Saudi dairy company
is contributing to a growing crisis in farm country

By Ian James | reporting from vicksburg, ariz.
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For more than two
months, federal authorities
havemaintained that immi-
gration officers opened fire
on a TikTok streamer in
South Los Angeles out of
fear for their safety and that
of thepublic.

Department of Home-
land Security officials ac-
cused Carlitos Ricardo Pa-
rias of weaponizing his car
and ramming a law enforce-
ment vehicle in an attempt
to flee an immigration oper-
ation in October. Officers
“followed their training and
fired defensive shots,” a
Homeland Security spokes-
person said shortly after-
ward.

But newly released body
camera footage fromthe Im-
migration and Customs En-
forcement officer who fired
his gun raises questions
about the seconds leading
up to the shooting, which
woundedParias andadepu-
ty U.S. marshal hit by a rico-
chet bullet.

The video obtained by
TheTimes captures the offi-
cer holding a gun in one
hand and using the other to
break open the passenger
windowofParias’ car. As the
officer shouts at Parias to
turnoff the car, Parias raises
his hands in the air and asks
why he is being detained.
The officer repeatedly tries
to open the passenger side
door, beforemoving the gun
to his left hand — right be-
fore firing.

At the time, Parias’ car
did not appear to bemoving
and other agents were posi-
tioned beside the driver’s
side door. After the gunfire,
anagentnext toParias leaps
to the side.

“Oh,” the officer who
opened fire said, sounding
surprised. “F—.”

“Who shot?” an agent
asked.

“I shot, I shot,” the officer
responded.

After the Oct. 21 shoot-
ing,prosecutorschargedPa-
rias, who authorities say is
living in the country illegally,
withassault ona federal offi-
cer. On Saturday, U.S. Dis-
trict Judge FernandoM. Ol-
guin dismissed the case
against Parias, finding that
hehadbeendeniedaccess to
counsel while in immigra-

ICE officer’s
shooting video
raises doubts
A judge throws out
charges against a
TikTok streamer
injured in South L.A.

By Brittny Mejia

[See Shooting,A7]

Fivemiles south of down-
town Los Angeles, a single
industrial block in Vernon is
drawing as much electricity
as a small town.

Inside a three-story,
242,000-square-foot build-
ing known as LAX01, rows of
advanced artificial intelli-
gence chips hum across six
data buildings, consuming
enough electricity to power
more than 26,400 homes for
a year. The processors are
part of a fast-growing net-
work of data centers reshap-
ing this rusty industrial cor-
ner ofL.A.County.

Vernon has just 222 resi-
dents and a long, colorful
history arising from its in-
dustrial roots. Over the
years it has grappled with
corruption scandals and en-
vironmental pollution

charges.
It was once on the verge

of being unincorporated
amidaccusations that ithad
been controlled for decades
by a small cadre of families
and their associates. Its his-
tory helped inspire a season
of the HBO crime drama
“TrueDetective.”

Today, Vernon is becom-
ing an unlikely hub for
Southern California’s AI in-
frastructure.

“The race toward super-
intelligence is reshaping in-
frastructure requirements
across every industry,” said
Michael Wall, executive vice
president at Prime Data
Centers,whichbuilt theVer-
non facility. “We’re working
to give businesses the foun-
dation they need to build
and deploy the next genera-
tion of AI models — faster,
more efficiently and atmas-
sive scale.”

Prime and other devel-
opers, including Goodman
Group, CoreSite andDigital
Realty, are planning hun-
dreds of megawatts of new
data center capacity in Ver-

PRIME’S data center in Vernon uses enough elec-
tricity to power more than 26,400 homes for a year.

Myung J. Chun Los Angeles Times

An unlikely SoCal
AI data center hub
Vernon has become
an essential location,
with few residents to
issue any complaints.

By Nilesh Christopher
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Trump pledges $2 billion for U.N. aid
The amount is a fraction of the foreign assistance
theU.S. has contributed in the past.WORLD, A3

L.A. Zoo’s ‘great
ape’ baby boom
Years of planning culmi-
nate in five primate
births in four months.
CALIFORNIA, B1

Weather
Mostly sunny.
L.A. Basin: 72/57.B6
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USC’s defensive
coach is leaving
Trojans coordinator
Lynn heading to Penn
State after Tuesday’s
bowl game. SPORTS, B10

For the latest news,
go to latimes.com.

SACRAMENTO—Many
low-income Californians
prescribed wildly popular
weight-loss drugs will lose
their coverage for the medi-
cations in thenewyear.

Health officials are rec-
ommending diet and exer-

cise as alternatives to heavi-
ly advertised weight-loss
drugs like Wegovy and Zep-
bound, advice that experts
say is unrealistic.

“Of coursehe triedeating
well andeverything, butnow
with the medications, it’s
better — a 100% change,”
said Wilmer Cardenas of
Santa Clara, who said his

husband lost about 100
pounds over two years using
GLP-1scoveredbyMedi-Cal,
California’s version ofMedi-
caid.

California is joining sev-
eral other states in restric-
ting an option they say is no
longer affordable as they
confront soaring pharma-
ceutical costs and steep

Medicaid cuts under the
Trump administration,
among other financial
pressures. Despite negotiat-
ed price reductions an-
nounced in November that
theWhite House said would
“dramatically lower cost to
taxpayers” for thedrugsand
enable Medicaid to cover

Medi-Cal to end coverage for weight-loss drugs
By Don Thompson

[SeeWeight,A6]

AMMAN, Jordan —
When Israel and Hamas
signed a ceasefire this year,
it brought into question the
fate of militias Israel culti-
vated during the devastat-
ing two-year war as an alter-
native ruling force in Gaza.
Many expected that Hamas
— still the dominant force in
the Strip — would hunt
themdown.

Instead, Israel has
shifted the militias to the
half of Gaza from which it
has yet to withdraw, east of
the so-called Yellow Line,
the military boundary that

divides Gaza in two. In the
Israeli-controlled half, five
factions, still supported by
Israel with arms and aid,
have established what are
essentially tiny fiefdoms,
even as they continue to
wage a harassment cam-
paign across theYellowLine
to stop Hamas from reas-
serting its rule.

For its part, Israel wants
to use the factions as local
proxies tosecurepartsof the
enclaveunder itscontrol,en-
sure they’re free of any hos-
tile groups, then set up hu-
manitarian distribution
points to keep residents
there.

Gaza militias key to Israel’s security plans
But some factions’ previous ties to Islamic State are raising alarm bells

PALESTINIANS survey a camp for the displaced in
Gaza City. One militia called itself “a peace partner.”

Jehad Alshrafi Associated Press

By Nabih Bulos
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TRUMPWARNS IRAN: President promises more U.S. airstrikes if nuclear program is rebuilt.WORLD, A4


