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THE GAINEY LEGACY

GAINEY CLAIMS SUCCESS
AS MAYORAL TERM ENDS

Others see missed chances: ‘I think they got in their own way’

By Hallie Lauer
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

tration accomplished.

“I'm very satisfied with what we
did here,” Mr. Gainey said in a recent
interview in his Downtown office as-
sessing his sometimes tumultuous
term. “We did what they said we
couldn’t.”

Now, after losing the Democratic
primary in May and becoming a one

-term mayor, Mr. Gainey is philo-
sophical about the shifts in his polit-
ical fortunes and convinced that his
administration saw more success in
four years than other mayors did in
eight.

“I was never going to be afforded

Four years after being elected
amid the COVID-19 pandemic and
becoming Pittsburgh’s first Black
mayor in a predominantly white city
long shaped by segregation, Ed
Gainey is proud of what his adminis-

Steve Mellon/Post-Gazette

Mayor Ed Gainey, in his Downtown office, attributed his loss in a bid for a second
term to his willingness to challenge the status quo. “In order to make this an
equitable city, we had to lay out an agenda that was inclusive of everybody.”

SEE GAINEY, PAGE A-7

Ashley Berka, a
mother of three,
carries boxes as
she crosses Little |
Wheeling Creek via
amakeshift bridge
on Dec.19.

Insurance

premiums
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new year

Brokers: Clients struggle
as ACA costs soar

By Roberta Burkhart
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Mary Jo Armstrong and her ex-husband,
William, didn’t exactly remarry for love.
They remarried for health insurance.

After 18 years of marriage and a divorce,
finalized in 2014, the Upper Burrell couple
found themselves side-by-side again Dec. 18.
Joining them — not in a church or court-
house but over a Microsoft Teams call — was
Buff Jackson from the Allegheny County
Department of Court Records.

Eight witnesses — including their twin
daughters, coincidentally celebrating their
birthday that day — looked on as they con-
firmed their marriage license application,
choosing the self-uniting option to make it
official. The video call took place during
Mary Jo’s lunch break, and the plan was to
mark the occasion with a lighthearted ex-
change of vows later that evening during
happy hour at the Hayloft in West Deer.
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POST-GAZETTE SPECIAL REPORT

AFTER THE
STORMS

From Wheeling to Wilkinsburg,
region still reeling from a wild year

SEE ACA, PAGE A-6

Steve Mellon/Post-Gazette
Anthony Dixon picks out a few items during a Wilkinsburg Com-
munity Ministry food distribution at the Douglas Plaza apartment
complex in Wilkinsburg on Dec. 18.

Part one of a two-part series.

By Lindsay Shachnow
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

TRIADELPHIA, W.Va. — Ashley Berka
had just returned home from her son’s
baseball game.

It was June 14, the day before Father’s
Day, and she was planning an early celebra-
tory dinner for her husband, a firefighter for

the Triadelphia Volunteer Fire Department.

Ms. Berka stepped outside to check on
her three rose bushes before starting dinner
at about 6 p.m. It was sunny, she recalled.

Before long, it started to rain — a lot. Too
much in too short of a period of time for the
creeks to sustain. The National Weather
Service would later say that several inches
had fallen in about 45 minutes.

Flash flooding tore through the town,
and Ms. Berka remembered hearing

screams and wailing sirens coming from
across the creek. Within five minutes, the
100-year-old Little Wheeling Creek bridge
that leads to her house was swept away.

And the 30-year-old, who was eight
months pregnant, was trapped. It was a
high-risk pregnancy — if Ms. Berka went
into labor without the proper medical treat-
ment, she and her baby could die.

SEE WEATHER, PAGE A-10
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A BUSY 2025

In addition to “The Pitt,” above, filming
of two other TV shows and two movies
occurred in the region this year.
Magazine, Page G-1
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2026 Honda
.HONDA Ridgeline RTL AWD

S 41 9 / MONTH PLUS
TAX FOR 36 MOS.
10,000 MILES/YEAR WITH $3,999 TOTAL CASH 00P

$3,999.00 total cash out of pocket includes down payment, no security deposit required; Payment excludes
salestax. Total out of pocket includesttitle, license and dealer fees for PAresidents. Any other state specific tax
and state specific lease fees would be an additional. For well-qualified customers. Offer cannot be combined
with $0 Due at Lease Signing or Certified Pre-Owned Financing. Available only for residents of AZ, CA, CO, CT,
DE, FL, HI, IL, IN, IA, KY, ME, MA, MI, MN, NE, NV, NH, NJ, NM, NY, ND, OH, PA, RI, SD, UT, VT, WI. Offer excludes
accessories and premium paint color. Closed-end lease for 2026 Ridgeline RTL AWD available through
11/30/2025, to approved lessees by Honda Financial Servicesin select states only. Includes de stination;
excludes state specific tax for States listed above, except PAsales tax. Title, license, registration, options, &
insurance for others States listed above notincluded. Lessee responsible for maintenance, excessive wear/tear
and up to 20¢/mi. over 10,000 miles/year. See dealer for details. Stk#606085 EXPIRES 01/05/2026.
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5802 University Blvd.,
Moon Twp., PA « 888-511-7614

MoonHonda.com



