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St Stephen’s

Day tradition
Wren Boys in
Sandymount

On St Stephen’s Day,
traditionally known
as La an Dreoilin
(Day of the Wren),
all over Ireland,
Wren Boys, usually
local bachelors,
would parade
through the towns
and villages carrying
a dead wren on a
wooden pole and
perform songs and
dances.
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Seizures of 2% purity with drug composed
almost entirely of other substances

Top garda says €157m MV Matthew raid
increased wholesale price of cocaine

CONORLALLY
Crime and Security Editor

Large cocaine seizures in re-
centyears have led to a surge in
the wholesale price of the drug,
resultinginsome dealersreduc-
ing the potency of street co-
caine in Ireland to try protect
their profits.

Gardai have seized quanti-
ties of cocaine offered for sale

in pubs that was below 2 per
cent purity, meaning the drug
was heavily diluted and com-
posed almost entirely of sub-
stances other than cocaine.
The Garda’s most senior
drugsquad investigator said co-
caine valued at €157 million
seized on the MV Matthew ship
in 2023 increased the price of
the drug on the wholesale mar-
ket in Ireland as the cartel who

controlled the drugs carried
out an “investigation” into
what had gone wrong.

In an interview with The
Irish Times, Det Chief Supt Sea-
mus Boland, who leads the Gar-
da’s Drugs and Organised
Crime Bureau, said the cost of
1kg of cocaine increased to
€40,000, from €25,000, in the
period after the Panamanian
tanker wasinterceptedin a Gar-
da and Defence Forces opera-
tion off the coast of Cork in
2023.

The seizure resulted in a re-
duced supply of cocaine as drug
traffickers decided to “pull
back” on smuggling runs amid
a loss of confidence in Irish
drug dealers who encouraged
them to route 2.2 tonnes of co-
caine through Irish waters.

irishtimes.com

“There was distrust on their
side, so until they carried out
their own investigations, they
pulled back,” he said of the
Dubai-based criminals who con-
trol the routes into Europe.

Those senior European fig-
uresinclude Dubliner Daniel Ki-
nahan, the leader of the Kina-
han cartel.

Criminalnetworks
Det Chief Supt Boland said in
the period since 2023 the shock
within criminal networks
caused by the MV Matthew co-
caine seizure — the biggest of its
kind in Ireland - dissipated and
the wholesale value of cocaine
returned to €25,000-€30,000.
Overall, he said the Forensic
Science Ireland tests showed
the average purity of cocaine in

Ireland was about 58 per cent,
and was imported in consign-
ments that were over 90 per
cent pure.

More recently, however, co-
caine seized by gardai that had
been offered for sale in pubs
was below 2 per cent purity and
the substance was mixed with
other products, usually medici-
nal substances to bulk it up.

Det Chief Supt Boland said
people who bought the drug of-
ten did not notice because they
were already drunk.

On the subject of violent
crime, he said while fatal
shootings linked to organised
crime had been at record lows
inrecentyears, drug-related in-
timidation was a major con-
cern.

It was likely to become an

even bigger focus for the Garda
next year, especially in the
wake of the firebombing in
Edenderry, Co Offaly, on the
night of December 5th.

It claimed the lives of Tadgh
Farrell (4) and his grand-aunt
Mary Holt (60) who were in the
family home on Castleview
Parkat the time.

“The majority of people who
are using cocaine and are feed-
ing this whole industry don’t
livein communities thatare dev-
astated by violence - it never
comes to their door,” said the
senior garda.

A year with no gangland
gun murders:

how one Dublin attack
‘changed everything’:
page 5
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Christy Moore was questioned under UK terror laws ‘for curiosity value’

MARK HENNESSY

Singer Christy Moore was de-
tained and questioned by Brit-
ish police for hours at Holyhead
in 2004 “for entertainment or
curiosity value”, the Depart-
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ment of Foreign Affairs com-
plained to the head of British
ports policing.

In October 2004, Moore and
his driver were questioned un-
der the Prevention of Terror-
ism Act at the Welsh port by
Britain’s special branch police
about song lyrics, personal de-
tails and family members as the
pair made their way to a num-
ber of concerts in Britain.

The singer later made a
strongly worded complaint, say-
ing he had found the detectives’
action “threatening”, “frighten-
ing” and “saddening”.

The Moore case featured
prominently at a meeting be-
tween officials at the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs and
their counterparts at the British
Home Office in December that
year, according to records re-
leased to the National Archives.

The meeting was called after
a sharp rise in the number of
complaints made thatyear over
the treatment meted out to
Irish people travelling through
British ports and airports.

Three main areas of concern
were raised by the Irish offi-
cials: the photographing of pas-

m Singer Christy
Moore made a
complaint about
his treatment by
/ British police in
e 4 2004

sengers without their knowl-
edge, stops and examinations
under the Terrorism Act 2000,
and intrusive demands for
personal information.

In Moore’s “high-profile”
case, the Irish side said he had
faced an inappropriate line of
questioning and the examina-

tion room where he was held
for two hours was locked.
Eamonn McKee, an official
for the Foreign Affairs An-
glo-Irish division at the time,
questioned Commander Bob
Milton - who was the UK’s na-
tional co-ordinator of ports po-
licing—about Moore’s case.
McKee brought up the issue
of inappropriate questioning
and the damage that can be
done should a person feel they
are being questioned for enter-
tainment or curiosity value.
Refusing to comment on indi-
vidual cases, Milton spoke

about the training problems
that could occur with inexperi-
enced officers, saying it was up
to passengers to make com-
plaintstolocal chief constables,
who could decide on discipli-
nary action.

TheIrish officials made clear
that their main complaint cen-
tred on the photographing of
passengers, saying that people
were unaware their images
were being captured on the Brit-
ishside.
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Courtof Appeal:
Aman hasreceived
court permission to
challenge a €125 clamp-
ingcharge.Page 4

Drugcrime: Gardai
haverecorded more
than 2,500 incidents of
drug-related intimida-
tion since 2021. Page 4

secretary Pete Heg-
sethhaswarned of
further strikes against

Islamic State. Page 10

Weather

Frostwill clear early to leave
adry day with widespread
spells of low winter sunshine.
It may, however, turn alittle
cloudier across the east later.
Highest temperatures of
3-8degreesinlightto
moderate breezes.
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