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New initiatives, including tar-
geted bursaries for teachers
and a universal teaching quali-
fication, will have to be consid-
ered to resolve recruitment
challenges faced by schools,
particularly around Dublin,
the Department of Education
believes.

Briefing documents pre-
pared by the department for
new Minister for Education
Hildegarde Naughton on her
appointment last month not-
ed 1,228 unfilled positions in
primary schools, 621 at second
level and 60 in special educa-
tion, according to previously
unpublished figures.

Officials told Ms Naughton
that while there were “more
than adequate numbers of
qualified teachers in the
State”, there was an acute
shortage, including substi-
tutes, particularly in Dublin
and surrounding counties.

They also said “there is a
lack of teachers at post-prima-
ry with qualifications in some
subjects (Stem, modern for-
eign languages, Irish, home
economics and practical sub-
jects)”.

Officials said while new
measures would have to be
looked at to boost supply, the
introduction of a special allow-
ance for living in Dublin would
lead to demands for a similar
measure for staff across the
public service.

The briefing documents
said that as of last March, a re-
cord 79,225 teachers were em-
ployed across primary and sec-
ond level.

“Teacher supply has been
impacted further due to the
growing population, includ-
ing increased immigration.
The cost of living is also a fac-
tor (rent, cost and lack of hous-
ing) in some large urban are-
as.”

Officials said primary
school enrolments were pro-
jected to decline until 2036,
while at second level, it was ex-
pected that numbers would
peak in 2026/27 before easing
back to current levels by
2031/32.

“Despite the projected en-
rolment decrease in primary,

and post-primary, it is not ex-
pected to resolve the of-
ten-acute recruitment chal-
lenges faced by some schools,
particularly in the Dublin com-
muter belt.

“Approximately 3,625 new-
ly qualified teachers are regis-
tering withthe Teaching Coun-
cil annually, with a slight ma-
jority of primary teachers. The
demand for additional
post-primaryteachers will con-
tinue for a number of years
and further measures to in-
crease the numbers available
will need to be considered,
such as new routes to teach-
ing, a universal teaching quali-
fication, conversion pro-
grammes and additional up-
skilling programmes, further
targeted bursaries and shar-
ing limited subject teaching re-
sources between schools.”

Specificnatureofposts
Officials said developing meas-
ures that adequately ad-
dressed these challenges was
“hindered by the structure of
the education system, and the
often-specific nature of the
teaching posts that are un-
filled. For example: sharing re-
sources between schools.”

The documents said the
budget last year introduced a
¤2,000 annual bursary for stu-
dent teachers in Stem fields
(including science, maths,
chemistry, physics and engi-
neering) during the final two
years of their undergraduate
teacher education, with a re-
quirement to complete at least
two years of post-qualification
teaching in a recognised
post-primary school.

Meanwhile, the depart-
ment said its payroll service fa-
cilitated salary and pension
payments to 166,000 people.
It said at the end of last year,
overpayments of ¤6.8 million
had been made to 3,550 peo-
ple. It said it was seeking repay-
ment and arrangements were
put in place but this presented
a challenge in cases where the
individual was no longer em-
ployed by the department and
had no pension entitlements.
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A new system to electronically
tag prisoners in the Republic,
which will be used in an attempt
to ease chronic overcrowding
in jails, will be established and
run by a private company.

It is the first time any part of
the criminal justice system has
been privatised. It follows simi-
lar developments in other coun-
tries, including the UK and US,
where tagging systems, and
even prisons, have been priva-
tised.

However, Garda and prison

sources said there was signifi-
cant confusion about whose re-
sponsibility it will be to respond
when prisoners who are freed
on a tag breach their conditions.
In particular, if a response does
not occur, or does not occur fast
enough, and a tagged person
goes on to commit a serious
crime, it was unclear who would
be answerable.

The Irish Penal Reform
Trust (IPRT) has also ques-
tioned how a private company
running the new tagging sys-
tem will communicate in real

time with An Garda Síochána,
the Irish Prison Service, Proba-
tion Service or Courts Service.

“It is unclear what oversight
mechanisms will be put in place
to ensure that it operates ethi-
cally and appropriately,” said
IPRT executive director Sao-
irse Brady, adding it was not
clear who would oversee the pri-
vate operator and what form
that oversight would take.

In Britain, where tagging is
being expanded, the House of
Lords’s justice and home af-
fairs committee has recently

highlighted the “dire” perfor-
mance of some private compa-
nies that operate tagging sys-
tems there.

In recent weeks, documents
have been issued by the Depart-
ment of Justice for the supply of
the software and hardware to
establish an “electronic moni-
toring system” that would tag,
and then continuously monitor,
prisoners.

“Data from the tags will be re-
corded by the service provider
and shared with the relevant
agency according to agreed op-

erating procedures and report-
ing,” it added of the 12-month pi-
lot to tag 50 prisoners released
on bail or temporary release.

The proposal comes at a time
of chronic prison overcrowd-
ing, all across the network of
Irish jails In June 2024, the
number of prisoners in custody
had passed 5,000 for the first
time but has risen since then to
5,800, with the system 25 per
cent above official bed capacity
and 50 per cent above capacity
in the women’s prisoners in
Dublin and Limerick.

Mostly cloudy with outbreaks
of patchy rain and drizzle
spreading from the east. Highs
of 6-11 degrees in light winds.
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A founding member of the Irish
pop-rock band The Script is the
landlord of a mould-ridden, un-
registered rented studio de-
scribed by the tenant living
there as “uninhabitable”.

Glen Power plays drums and
co-founded the band with Dan-
ny O’Donoghue and the late
Mark Sheehan in 2001.

The band have achieved
huge commercial success
across the world, having sold 12
million albums and four million
concert tickets, according to
their Spotify page.

Mr Power is the director of a
company called Open Bridge
Ltd, with his son Luke Power
registered as the secretary.

Open Bridge Ltd had tangi-
ble assets of more than ¤8 mil-
lion at the end of 2024, the lat-
est financial statement filed for
the company shows.

The company is listed as the
landlord of a studio apartment

in the garden of a three-bed-
room semidetached house in
Tallaght, Dublin 24. While the
three-bed house is registered
with the Residential Tenancies
Board, the one-bedroom apart-
ment at the rear is not.

Tenant Oriel Corway is in re-
ceipt of the Housing Assistance
Payment, a State scheme for
people on the social housing
list. This State-funded payment
covers the majority of the rent
for the apartment, which is
more than ¤1,300 a month.

In May 2025, Ms Corway
paid for an engineer’s survey on
the property which found high
levels of dampness and mould
growth throughout the inside
of the apartment.

It also found insufficient ven-
tilation, exposed live wires and
poor weather sealing around
the doors and windows.

The report recommended en-
gaging a damp-proofing special-
ist to resolve the issues, the re-
moval and treatment of the

mould and the rewiring of the
unit.

“There is mould everywhere,
it’s all over everything and it is
probably all over me,” Corway
said.

She has raised the issue with
letting agent Ray Cooke on sev-
eral occasions, and they have
sent in workmen a number of
times. However, the mould and
leaks persist in the apartment.

A spokesman for Ray Cooke,
also speaking on behalf of Glen
Power, said the landlord “is ful-
ly committed to have the issues
resolved in full” and has “been
lookingat ways to keep [the] ten-
ant in situ while works are com-
pleted”.

More than ¤9,000 has been
spent trying to rectify the issue
over the last eight months, he
said.
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Electronic system to be provided by firm
that will also monitor tagged prisoners

THE IRISH TIMES
irishtimes.com

Monday,December22,2025
¤2.70(£2.00NorthernIreland)

Vol. No. 52473. Monday, December 22, 2025


