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Firefighters mopping up
a small brush fire that au-
thorities say reignited as the
Palisades fire five days later
were ordered to leave the
original burn scene even
though they complained the
ground was still smoldering
and rocks remained hot to
the touch, according to fire-
fighter text messages re-
viewedbyTheTimes.

To the firefighters’ sur-
prise, their battalion chief
ordered them to roll up their
hoses and pull out of the
areaonJan.2—thedayafter
the eight-acre blaze was de-
clared contained — rather
than stay tomake sure there
were no hidden embers that
could spark a new fire, the
textmessages said.

On themorning of Jan. 7,
according to federal author-
ities, strong winds stoked
the remnants of the New
Year’s Day blaze into the
firestorm that killed 12 peo-
ple and destroyed thou-
sands of homes in Pacific
Palisades, Malibu and
Topanga.

In one text message, a
firefighter who was at the
scene on Jan. 2 wrote that
the battalion chief had been

told it was a “bad idea” to
leave the burn scar unpro-
tected because of the visible
signs of smoldering terrain.
“And the rest is history,” the
firefighter wrote in recent
weeks.

The text exchanges
amongthree firefightersand
a third party provide previ-
ously undisclosed details
about the Los Angeles Fire
Department’s handling of
theLachman fire,which fed-
eral investigators say was
deliberately set and had
burned underground in a
canyon root systemuntil the
winds rekindled it. The third
party asked that he and the
firefighters not be named
because they were not au-
thorized to speak publicly.
The LAFD declined to com-
ment on the text messages
but has said officials be-
lievedthe firewas fullyextin-
guished.

The revelation that fire-
fighters feared theLachman
fire could reignite comes as
Pacific Palisades residents
and others who lost homes
and loved ones demand to
knowwhymore wasn’t done
to protect their communi-
ties. Complaints that the
city and state failed to prop-
erly prepare for and respond
to the Jan. 7 fire are already
thesubjectofnumerous law-
suits and a Republican-led
inquiry by a U.S. Senate
committee.

This month, interim
LAFD Chief Ronnie Vil-
lanueva said in a statement

Firefighters left
smoldering site
before Jan. 7
Palisades crews were
ordered to pack up
while the ground was
still hot, texts show.

By Paul Pringle and
Alene Tchekmedyian
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Awave of the highly con-

tagious respiratory syncy-
tial virus is sweeping across
theUnitedStates—sending
greater numbers of babies
and toddlers to the hospital,
recentdata show.

The onset of RSV comes
as the country heads into
the wider fall-and-winter
respiratory virus season,
also typically marked by in-
creased circulation of ail-
mentssuchasCOVID-19and
the flu.

But RSV, the leading
cause of infant hospitaliza-
tion nationwide, presents
particularrisk fortheyoung-
est babies, a major reason
health experts recommend
pregnant women either get
vaccinated near their deliv-
ery date or immunize their
newborns.

“This is the perfect time
toget your vaccine forRSV if
you have never gotten one,”
the Los Angeles County De-
partment of Public Health
said in a statement to The
Times.

RSV can spread through
coughs or sneezes but also
by touching a contaminated
surface, such as a door han-
dle, and then touching your
face before washing your
hands, health officialswarn.

For the week endingOct.
11, about 1.2% of emergency
room visits nationwide
among infants younger than
1weredue toRSV—up from
0.4%amonthearlier, accord-
ing to data posted by
PopHIVE, a project led by
the Yale School of Public
Health.

“An RSVwave is starting
to take hold,” epidemiolo-
gists Katelyn Jetelina and
Hannah Totte wrote in the
blogYourLocalEpidemiolo-
gist.

RSV can be dangerous
for infants, older adults and
people with certainmedical
conditions, according to the

The highly contagious
respiratory virus is
sending toddlers and
babies to the hospital.

By Rong-Gong Lin II
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Shots are
urged as
RSV hits
the U.S. IsPresidentTrumpgoingtorestartnu-

clear weapons testing?Whenwill this fed-
eral shutdown end?Will Californians pass
Proposition 50, scramble the state’s con-
gressional maps and shake up next year’s
midtermelections?

Amid a swirl of high-stakes standoffs
and unprecedented posturing by Trump,
Gov. Gavin Newsom and other leaders in
WashingtonandSacramento, the futureof
U.S. politics, and California’s role therein,
has feltwildly uncertain of late.

Political debate — around things such
as sendingmilitary troops into American
cities, cutting off food aid for the poor or
questioning constitutional guarantees
such as birthright citizenship — has be-
come so untethered to long-standing
norms that everything feels novel.

The pathways for taking political
power— aswith Trump’s teasing a poten-
tial third term, installing federal prose-
cutors without Senate confirmation,
slashing federal budgets without congres-
sional input and pressuring red states to

redistrict in his favor before a midterm
election — have been so sharply altered
that many Americans, and some histori-
ans and political experts, have lost confi-
dence inU.S. democracy.

“It’s completely unprecedented, com-
pletely anomalous — representative, I
think, of a major transformation of our
normal political life,” said Jack Rakove, a
Stanford University professor emeritus of
history andpolitical science.

“You can’t compare it to any other epi-
sode, any other period, any other set of
events in American history. It is unique
and radically novel in distressing ways,”
Rakove said. “As soon as Trump was re-
elected, we entered into a constitutional
crisis. Why? Because Trump has no re-
spect for constitutional structures.”

AbigailJackson,aWhiteHousespokes-
person, said in a statement that “Presi-
dent Trump’s unorthodox approach is
why he has been so successful and why he
has received massive support from the

Witnessing American
politics as norms fall away

[SeeDemocracy,A6]

By Kevin Rector

A thief or crew of thieves
recently carried out one of
the largest art heists in Cali-
fornia history, breaking into
astorage facility for theOak-
land Museum of California
under the cover of darkness
and making off with more
than1,000preciousartifacts.

Oakland police said the
burglary took place just be-
fore3:30a.m.Oct.15,which is
four days before robbers
stole a trove of priceless Na-
poleonic jewels from the the
LouvreMuseum inParis.

Items stolen from the
Oakland museum included
Native American baskets,
jewelry, laptops, daguerreo-
type photographs and intri-
cately carved ivory tusks.

The Oakland Police De-
partment is working with
theFBI’sArtCrimeTeamto
investigate the heist and re-
trieve themissing items.

“It was devastating. It
feels like a real violation. It
feels like somebody entering
your home,” said museum
Chief Executive Lori Foga-

Over 1,000 items are stolen
fromOakland museum site
By Clara Harter

Oakland Police Department Oakland Police Department

AMONG the items stolen from the storage facility
were daguerreotype photographs and intricately
carved ivory tusks, top. Above, the Oakland museum.

David M. Barreda Los Angeles Times
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about what seemed to be a
significant shift in U.S. pol-
icy.

He made the announce-
ment on social media min-
utes before hemet with Chi-
nese leader Xi Jinping on
Thursday in South Korea.
When he spoke to reporters
later aboard Air Force One
as he flew back to Washing-
ton, he offered little clarity.

The U.S. military already
regularly tests its missiles
that are capable of deliv-
eringanuclearwarhead,but
it has not detonated the
weapons since 1992. The
Comprehensive Nuclear
Test Ban Treaty, which the
U.S. signed but did not rati-
fy, has been observed since
its adoption by all countries
possessing nuclear weap-
ons, North Korea being the
only exception.

Trump suggested, how-
ever, that changes were nec-
essary because other coun-

BUSAN, South Korea —
President Trump appeared
to suggest theU.S. would re-
sume testing nuclear weap-
ons for the first time in three
decades, saying it would be
on an “equal basis” with
Russia andChina.

The Kremlin pointed out
that a global ban on nuclear
testing has remained in
place but warned that if any
country resumes nuclear
testing Russia would follow
suit.

There was no indication
the U.S. would start deto-
nating warheads, but the
president offered few details

Trump floats return
to nuclear testing
His suggestion to
resume testing nuclear
weapons after three
decades stirs alarm.

By Michelle L. Price
and Chris Megerian
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THE Dodgers’ Teoscar Hernández is out at second.
Eric Thayer Los Angeles Times

Industries and individu-
als around theworld burned
record amounts of oil, gas
and coal last year, releasing
moregreenhousegases than
ever before, a group of lead-
ing scientists said in a new
report, warning that hu-
manity is hurtling toward
“climate chaos.”

The surge in global use of
fossil fuels in 2024 contrib-
utedtoextremeweatherand
devastating disasters in-
cluding heat waves, storms,
floods andwildfires.

“The planet’s vital signs
are flashing red,” the scien-
tists wrote in their annual
report on the state of the cli-
mate. “The window to pre-
vent the worst outcomes is
rapidly closing.”

Some of the most alarm-
ing of Earth’s “vital signs,”
the researcherssaid, include
record heat in the oceans
ravaging coral reefs, rapidly

shrinking ice sheets and in-
creasing losses of forests
burned in fires around the
world. They said the ex-
treme intensity ofHurricane
Melissa this week is another
sign of how the altered cli-
mate isthreatening livesand
communitiesonanunprece-
dented scale.

“The climate crisis has
reached a really dangerous
stage,” said William Ripple,
the report’s co-lead author
and a professor at Oregon
State University. “It is vital
thatwe limit futurewarming
as rapidly aspossible.”

There is still time to limit
the damage, Ripple said. It
means switching to cleanly
made electricity and clean
transportation, and con-
suming less beef and dairy
and reducing other sources
of harmful gases. These
transitions are happening in
some places, though not
nearly fast enough.

For example, fossil fuel

More fossil fuels were
burned in ’24 than ever
before, scientists say
By Ian James
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LESSONS OUTSIDE THE FOREST
Paul Kuroda For The Times

Furloughed park rangers are going to schools and teaching young students about nature. CALIFORNIA, B1


