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Paramount on Wednes-
day began cutting about
1,000 employees, the first
wave of a deep staff reduc-
tion planned since David
Ellison took the helm of the
entertainment company in
August.

Ellison announced the
layoffs in an early morning
email to his staff, saying the
long-anticipated move was
aimed at “building a strong
foundation for the future.”
Wednesday’s cuts represent
about 5% of the organiza-
tion.

“Todaywebegin thediffi-
cult process of informing im-
pacted team members
acrossthecompany,”Ellison
wrote. “These decisions are
never made lightly, espe-
cially given their effect on
our colleagues who have
made meaningful contrib-
utions to the company.”

The layoffs cut across a
broad swath of the company
and included staff at CBS,
cable channels including
MTV, BET and Comedy
Central, television produc-
tion as well as the historic
Melrose Avenue film studio,
according to people familiar
with the matter who were
not authorized to comment.

Another1,000 jobs are ex-
pected to be cut at a later
date,ultimatelybringingthe
total reduction to about 10%
of Paramount’s current
workforce, sources said.

At CBS News, about 100
people were forced out. The
company pulled the plug on
two digital newscasts, the
unit’s Johannesburg bureau
and several correspondents.

The move was expected.
Paramount’s new owners —
Ellison’s Skydance Media

STUDIO
LAYOFFS
HIT CBS
NEWS
Paramount’s cuts after
Skydance takeover
also affect workers
in cable and film.

By Meg James and
Samantha Masunaga
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have people cheering for the
teamand I seewhy theDod-
gers don’t want to say any-
thing because it’s all corpo-
rations. But at some point,
it’s their civic duty to speak
up about what’s going on
with people being taken,” he
said. He is still smarting
about the Dodgers’ re-
sponse, adding, “People are
still talking about all of
that.”

De La Cruz’s mother ar-
rived in theUnitedStates an
undocumented immigrant
from Mexico decades ago
and now has a green card.
Despite all of the turmoil,
she still cheers for the Dod-
gers.

“She’s going to root for
them no matter what,” he
said.

The immigration raids

Lifetime Dodgers fan
Jorge De La Cruz had his
faith in the team tested this
summer when the Trump
administration began immi-
gration raids across South-
ernCalifornia.

De La Cruz, among oth-
ers, said he was disappoint-
ed the team was not more
forceful in condemning the
raids, especially given the
fact that Latinos are such a
bigpart of its fanbase.

But here he was Tuesday
night in front of the Grey-
hound Bar & Grill in High-
land Park, an hour before
the fourthgameof theWorld
Seriesbegantomakesurehe
got a good seat.

“You’re always going to

placed the Dodgers in a pre-
carious position that the or-
ganization is still trying to
navigate. The Trump ad-
ministration’s actions
sparkedprotestsaroundthe
city, including outside the
gates of the stadium when
masked federal officials
staged there in a line of vehi-
cles.

The Dodgers said they
had nothing to do with that
operation and announced
the team would pledge $1
million “towarddirect finan-
cial assistance for families of
immigrants impacted by re-
cent events in the region.”

Dodgers President and
ChiefExecutiveStanKasten
said at the time: “What’s
happening in Los Angeles
has reverberated among

DODGERS FANS before Game 3 of theWorld Series between the Dodgers and
the Blue Jays at Dodger Stadium. Latinos make up a large part of the fan base.

Eric Thayer Los Angeles Times

ICE raids tested some
Latinos’ faith in Dodgers
By Nathan Solis
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ANov. 4 statewide ballot
measure pushed by Califor-
nia Democrats to help the
party’s efforts to win control
of the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives and stifle Presi-
dent Trump’s agenda has a
substantial lead in a poll re-
leasedonThursday.

Six out of 10 likely voters
support Proposition 50, the
proposal by Gov. Gavin
Newsom and his allies to re-
draw the state’s congres-
sional districts to try to in-
crease the number ofDemo-
crats inCongress, according
to a survey byUCBerkeley’s
Institute of Governmental
Studies that was co-spon-
sored by The Times. About
38% of likely voters oppose
theballotmeasure.

Notable in an off-year
special election about the
arcane and complicated
process of redistricting, 71%
of likely voters said they had
heard a significant amount
of informationaboutthebal-
lot measure, according to
thepoll.

“That’s extraordinary,”
said Mark DiCamillo, direc-
tor of the IGS poll. “Even
though it’s kind of an esoter-
ic topic that doesn’t affect
their daily lives, it’s some-
thing voters are paying at-
tention to.”

That may be because

roughly $158 million has
been donated in less than
three months to the main
campaign committees sup-
porting and opposing the
measure, according to cam-
paign fundraising reports
filedwiththestate lastweek.
Voters in the statehavebeen
floodedwithpolitical ads.

Californians watching
Tuesday night’s World Se-
ries game between the Dod-
gers and the Toronto Blue
Jays saw that firsthand.

In the firstminutes of the
game, former President
Obama, Newsom, Massa-
chusetts Sen. Elizabeth
Warren and other promi-
nent Democrats spoke in fa-
vorofProposition50 inanad
that probably cost at least
$250,000toair,accordingtoa
Democratic media buyer
who is not associated with
the campaign.

According to the survey,
the breakdown among vot-
erswashighlypartisan,with
more than nine out of 10
Democrats supporting Pro-
position50andasimilarpro-
portion of Republicans op-
posing it. Among voterswho
belong to other parties or
identify as “no party prefer-
ence,” 57% favored theballot
measure,while 39%opposed
it.

Only 2% of the likely vot-
ers surveyed said they were
undecided, whichDiCamillo
saidwashighly unusual.

Historically, undecided
voters, particularly inde-
pendents, often end up op-
posing ballotmeasures they
are uncertain about, prefer-
ring to stick with the status

Most voters
favor Prop. 50,
survey suggests
About 60% in poll
side with Democrats
over Trump and the
GOP on redistricting.

By Seema Mehta
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A federal judge Tuesday
ruled thatBill Essayli is “not
lawfully serving” in his posi-
tion as acting U.S. attorney
in Los Angeles, the latest re-
buke of the Trump adminis-
tration’s unusual maneu-
vers to keeppolitical allies in
power as chief federal prose-
cutors across the country.

Although the ruling dis-
qualifies Essayli from con-
tinuing in the roleof “acting”
U.S. attorney, the judge said
he can still remain in charge
of the office as “first assist-
ant,” a lesser title he already
holds.

“I’m still here, I’m not
planning to go anywhere.
We’re still reviewing that or-
der,” Essayli said at a news
conference Wednesday.
“We’re less concerned with
titles and we’re more con-
cerned with the authority of
myposition to be able to run
thisofficeas thechief federal
law enforcement officer of
this district. I think the
judge has made clear, re-

gardless of my title, I have
the authority to run this of-
fice.”

Senior U.S. District
Judge J. Michael Seabright
of Hawaii was brought in to
oversee motions seeking to
disqualify Essayli after fed-
eral judges inLosAngelesre-
cusedthemselves.His ruling
follows a string of challenges
nationwide to President
Trump’s tactics for in-
stalling loyalists who wield
the power to bring criminal
charges and sue on the gov-
ernment’s behalf.

Essayli, 39, a former Riv-
erside County assembly-
man, was appointed as the
region’s interim top federal
prosecutor by U.S. Atty.

Court rules Essayli
serves ‘unlawfully’
Judge disqualifies the
Trump appointee as
acting U.S. attorney in
Southern California.

By Brittny Mejia

BILL ESSAYLI can
remain in charge as “first
assistant,” the judge said.

Christina House L.A. Times
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Before the fire, Lucy’s
Place would come alive in
themorning.

Gardeners and day la-
borers would come by for a
morning pastry or breakfast
burrito and coffee served up
by owner Juan Orozco, who
arrived at 5 a.m. to prepare.
If he had to step out, his
regulars would take over

and serve coffee to custom-
ers, he said.

Orozco and his wife have
run the modest cafe since
1997, serving items such as
huevos rancheros, tacos,
burgers and fajitas on ob-
long plates with a side of
grapefruit. Customers who
rented apartments nearby
would swing by for a meal.
But after the Eaton fire,
Orozco’s humble cafe has
become a shell of itself. He
said it’s lucky if anyone
comesbybefore 8 a.m.

“I want to close,” he said
Oct. 21. “There’s no busi-
ness.”

Thatwasbefore theAlta-
denaDiningClubarrived.

Made up of local resi-
dents wanting to save eat-
eries that survived the fire,
the dining club is the brain-
child of Brooke Lohman-
Janz, a displaced renter de-
termined to preserve the
fabric of Altadena. That’s
why, that night, she and
other clubmembers walked
into Lucy’s Place and took
over its patio.About adozen
people, including some first-
timers and dining club regu-
lars, spent that evening
chattingabouttheir lives, re-
building, and of course, the
night of theEaton fire.

Orozco, who estimates
he’s lost three-fourths of his

A post-fire effort to help eateries
Altadena Dining Club
aims to keep ailing
restaurants afloat after
deadly Eaton blaze.

By Melissa Gomez
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TAYBEH, West Bank — The
threemilitary vehicles growled to
a stop in front of Zaher Ibrahim’s
elegant two-story home in this vil-
lage in theoccupiedWestBank.

It was 3:30 a.m. on Feb. 16, and
the Israeli soldiers—twodozenof
them, familymembers said— ran
up and hammered at the door.
WhenIbrahimopened,theyasked
for his youngest son, Mohammed
Zaher Ibrahim, then15, and aPal-
estinian American from Florida,
like the rest of the family.

Moments later, Mohammed
was blindfolded, family members
said, his hands zip-tiedbehindhis
back, and pushed into one of the
vehicles.

“Wedidn’tevenknowwhatwas
happening,” his father said.

As he was transported for in-
terrogation, according to testi-
mony Mohammed gave to a law-
yer fromDefense for Children In-
ternational-Palestine, achildren’s
rights organization, soldiers beat
himwith their rifle butts.

Ibrahim called friends, who re-
assured him that Israeli raids
were a part of life in the West
Bank. His son would spend the
night, maybe another day, they
said, and thenbe released.

More than eight months later,
Mohammed is still in prison.

He joins hundreds of Palestin-
ian children in Israeli detention,
according to rights groups, al-
most half of them held without
charge or trial in an incarceration

AU.S. teen’s Israeli prison ordeal
Held for months, he’s accused of throwing rocks in West Bank

ByNabih Bulos

MOHAMMED Zaher Ibrahim, who
is now 16, was arrested in February.

Maya Alleruzzo For The Times
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12 face charges in
protests of raids
People are accused of
assaulting law enforce-
ment officers at rallies
against immigration
policies. CALIFORNIA, B1

Streaming costs
continue to rise
Consumers are looking
into ways to save money,
including bundling the
services or watching
with ads. BUSINESS, A9

Weather
Sunny and very warm.
L.A. Basin: 88/57.B6

GAZA CEASEFIRE SHAKEN

Yousef Al Zanoun Associated Press

Mahmoud Shakshak, right, holds the bodies of his
son, Fadi, 5, and daughter, Sara, 8, who were
killed in Israeli army strikes in Gaza.WORLD, A4
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For our Dodgers-Blue Jays game reports, analysis, photos and videos
from Game 5 at Dodger Stadium onWednesday, go to latimes.com or
latimes.com/enewspaper.


