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The number of women aged
20-49 being diagnosed with
breast cancer increased by
more than a quarter over a
10-year period, figures show.

Now a charity is running a
public awareness campaign
urging women, particularly
those outside of the screening
age, to examine their breasts
for abnormalities or changes.

The risk of developing
breast cancer increases with
age, with the disease most
commonly being diagnosed in
women aged 50 or older who
have been through meno-
pause, the HSE says.

Data from the National Can-
cer Registry of Ireland showed
there were 677 breast cancer
diagnoses among women
aged 20-49 in 2013, and this
rose to 852 by 2022 – a 26 per
cent increase.

The BreastCheck screening
service, which offers free
screening for women who are
asymptomatic, is designed for
those aged 50-69.

Helen Forristal, director of
nursing services at the Marie
Keating Foundation, said eve-
ry young woman in Ireland
needed to check their body to
ensure early detection of the
disease.

“We are unfortunately see-
ing a younger cohort of wom-
en being diagnosed with
breast cancer. It’s much
younger now,” she said.

“In my own work, I met a
22-year-old lady who had

metastatic breast cancer,
which is very young and com-
pletely outside of the screen-
ing age.

“There is no way a screen-
ing service could cover young
girls of that age.

Ms Forristal said the way in
which people lived their lives
had changed, which can lead
to increased “modifiable
risks” for this form of cancer.

“Overweight and obesity
can be problem for breast can-
cer. That would be one. Being
inactive. We’re sitting more;
I’m more sedentary in my job
than I ever was,” she said.

“Alcohol would be a predis-
posing factor for breast can-
cer. It’s responsible for one in
eight breast cancers in
Ireland.”

A HSE spokeswoman said
the number of women being di-
agnosed with breast cancer
was increasing across all ages,
not just younger women.

“Improved detection meth-
ods and many aspects of our
daily life such as diet, over-
weight and obesity, alcohol
and exercise, are likely influ-
ences on the increase,” she
said.

“The increase has not dis-
proportionately affected
those under 50 and, while fur-
ther analysis would be
required, there is no clear indi-
cation of an increasing rate in
breast cancer specifically in
under-50s in Ireland.”
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Israel said it remained commit-
ted to the Gaza ceasefire frame-
work yesterday despite killing
more than 100 people in strikes
across the enclave.

The strikes followed the
killing of an Israeli soldier by
gunmen. Israel also blames
Hamas for delaying the return
of Israeli hostages’ bodies.

Despite the renewed cease-
fire, the Israel Defense Forces
(IDF) carried out a drone strike
on a site in Beit Lahia in the
northern Gaza Strip, which it
said targeted a weapons and
drone storage site that was be-
ing used by militants for an “im-
minent” attack.

According to the Hamas-run
health ministry in Gaza, 104
people, including 46 children,
were killed in the Israeli attacks
that began on Tuesday night af-
ter the Israeli soldier was killed
in Rafah. Israel said the soldier
died after gunmen emerged
from tunnel shafts and opened
fire on troops in the area under
Israeli control. Hamas denied
any link to the gunmen.

Residential blocks, homes
and school buildings were hit in
Gaza City and Beit Lahia in the
northern Gaza Strip, Bureij and
Nuseirat in the centre, and
Khan Younis in the south.

The IDF said 30 “terrorists
holding command positions”
within Palestinian militant
groups had been killed.

“There is and will be no im-
munity for anyone in the leader-
ship of the terrorist organisa-
tion Hamas – neither those in
suits nor those hiding in tun-
nels,” defence minister Israel
Katz said in a statement.

The militant group de-

scribed the Israeli air strikes as
a “blatant violation” of the
ceasefire, while also noting sev-
eral Israeli strikes in recent
days and the closure of the Ra-
fah border crossing with Egypt.

UN high commissioner for
human rights Volker Türk said
the reports of so many people
being killed were “appalling”.
He called on all sides not to let
the opportunity for peace “slip
from our grasp”.

In response to Israeli air
strikes, US president Donald
Trump said that nothing would
jeopardise the Gaza ceasefire,
adding that Israel has a right to
“hit back”. If Hamas militants
do “not behave”, he warned,
“they will be terminated”.

Qatari prime minister
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdul-
rahman al-Thani, who has act-
ed as a mediator, said the attack
on the soldier and subsequent
Israeli air strikes were “very dis-
appointing and frustrating for
us”. Speaking at a conference in
New York he said that the medi-
ators are pushing Hamas and
all Palestinian factions in Gaza
to “to get to a point where they

acknowledge that they need to
disarm”.

Israel believes that Hamas is
deliberately holding up the re-
turn of the remains of the hos-
tages to avoid moving to the sec-
ond phase of the ceasefire,
when it will be required to dis-
arm.

Hostages
Hamas said it would transfer
the bodies of two more hostag-
es – of the 13 remaining in Gaza
– but it was not clear when this
would take place.

Hamas claims it cannot lo-
cate all of the bodies because
some are buried under rubble.

The Red Cross issued a state-

ment criticising Hamas for stag-
ing the recovery of the remains
of a hostage in Gaza on Tues-
day, saying it is “unacceptable
to stage a fake recovery when so
much depends on the imple-
mentation of this agreement”.

The statement came in re-
sponse to IDF drone footage
showing what it said were Ha-
mas operatives placing the par-
tial remains of a previously re-
leased hostage in a pit before
covering it with earth and then
alerting the Red Cross to say a
body had been found.

Far-right ministers in the
governing coalition have called
on prime minister Binyamin Ne-
tanyahu to resume the war.
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The Department of Justice is
considering handing over part
of the newly acquired Citywest
site to An Garda Síochána for a
new station following recent vi-
olence in the area.

Last month, the State formal-
ly completed the purchase of
the Citywest Hotel site in Sag-
gart, Dublin, for ¤148 million. It
was bought to be used as a per-

manent International Protec-
tion Accommodation Service
(IPAS) centre. The State had
rented the site since 2020, ini-
tially for Covid-19 testing and
later for accommodating asy-
lumseekers and Ukrainianrefu-
gees.

A number of violent protests
took place outside the centre
last week following the alleged
sexual assault of a 10-year-old
girl by a Citywest resident who
had previously been subject to a

deportation order.
The suspect is before the

courts.
Several dozen people alleged

tohave been involved in the riot-
ing, which saw a Garda vehicle
set alight and horses ridden
into Garda lines, have also been
arrested.

Communityengagement
On Tuesday, a community en-
gagement team from the De-
partment of Justice met local

representatives from the Sag-
gart area to discuss the centre
and the recent violence.

According to several attend-
ees of the meeting, department
representatives said they are
prepared to hand over part of
the site for a new Garda station
to police both the local area and
the centre.

It will be up to Garda manage-
ment, however, to make a final
decision, sources said.

Local representatives have

long called for a 24-hour Garda
station for Saggart. It is current-
ly policed on a part-time basis
from the Garda station in Rath-
coole, which lacks cells and in-
terview rooms.

In response to queries, a De-
partment of Justice spokesman
said community members and
elected representatives have
raised suggestions about using
the Citywest site to provide lo-
cal services, including a new
Garda station for Saggart.
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