
O N E  O F  A M E R I C A ’ S  G R E A T  N E W S P A P E R S

$4.00 239 YEARS OF SERVICE TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2025 VOL. 99, NO. 88, 10/28/25 FINAL

Bridge ..........................
Business .....................
Classified ....................
Comics ..........................
Crosswords ................

B-10
A-12
B-11
B-9
B-10

Editorials ....................
High Schools ...............
Horoscope .................
Local News ..................
Lottery ..........................

A-14
B-5
B-10
A-4
A-6

Magazine ......................
Obituaries ..................
Scoreboard ..................
Sports ............................
Television .....................

B-8
A-10
B-7
B-1
B-8

Weather
Mostly sunny and breezy.
Daytime high, 57;
tonight’s low, 38.
Page B-12

Xxxxxxxx xxxxx xxxx xxxx xxx xxxx XXXXXX, X1

ONLINE TODAY:
Get real-time breaking
news and much more at

FAN CRITICAL AFTER
FALL AT PENS GAME
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SYNAGOGUE SHOOTING — 7 YEARS LATER

‘STRONGER TOGETHER’
A community, still shattered, gathers to remember and heal

By Megan Guza
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

SEE CEREMONY, PAGE A-2

In  Squirrel  Hill’s  Jewish  Community
Center Monday night, the long and var-
ied  tendrils  of  the  2018  synagogue
shooting were clear.

The  U.S.  attorneys  who  prosecuted
the case against the gunman during the 2023
trial sat together on one side. Brett Keisel, a
close  friend  of  the  Rosenthal  family,  stood
off to one side. One of the Pittsburgh police
ofcers wounded in the Oct. 27, 2018, shoot-
ing, observed from the back.

How and when they became inextricably
linked to the attack on the synagogue varies:
Some happenstance, some from the begin-
ning.

Others  came  to  know  the  tragedy  years
later,  joining  the  massive  community  of
those touched in some way by Oct. 27, 2018.

The  ties  that  bind  Jason  Lando  to

WAR IN UKRAINE

TRUMP
TELLS

PUTIN TO
END WAR
Rebukes Russian leader
for nuclear missile test

By Robyn Dixon
The Washington Post

SEE PUTIN, PAGE A-6

President Donald Trump rebuked Rus-
sia on Monday for testing a new nuclear-
capable cruise missile instead of working
to  end  the  war  in  Ukraine,  a  testy  ex-
change that is indicative of how relations
between the  countries  have  worsened in
recent weeks.

Russia  on  Sunday
announced  a  success-
ful  test  of  a  nuclear-
powered cruise missile
called  Burevestnik,
which Russia says can
carry  a  nuclear  war-
head  and  travel  for
more than 8,000 miles. Russian President
Vladimir  Putin,  dressed  in  military  fa-
tigues, hailed it as “a unique product, un-
like anything else in the world.”

When asked by journalists on Air Force
One whether he saw the test as nuclear sa-
ber rattling, Trump said the United States
had a nuclear submarine right off Russia’s
coast  and  it  didn’t  need  to  travel  8,000
miles.

STATE BUDGET IMPASSE

Westmoreland
Intermediate
Unit considers

furloughs
By Megan Tomasic
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

SEE WIU, PAGE A-2

Union workers  plan to attend a West-
moreland  Intermediate  Unit  meeting
Tuesday  to  speak  out  against  proposed
furloughs the organization is considering
as the state budget impasse drags past 100
days.

Members  of  the  Westmoreland  Inter-
mediate  Unit  Education  Association,  the
Westmoreland  Intermediate  Unit  Educa-
tion Support Professionals and the Penn-
sylvania State Education Association plan
to urge the WIU board of directors to hold
off on any job cuts as it struggles to main-
tain costs without state funding.

The  members  also  will  call  on  Senate
leaders Kim Ward and Joe Pittman to pass
a state budget.

“We’re  not  holding  the  IU  board  re-
sponsible  for  this,”  Matt  Edgell,  regional
advocacy coordinator for the PSEA south-
western  region,  said.  “We  just  want  to

American Water, Essential Utilities to merge

By Anya Litvak
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

SEE MERGER, PAGE A-3

Deal leaves Peoples
with uncertainty

American  Water  Works  Co.,  a
water and wastewater utility that
serves  2.1  million  customers  in
Pennsylvania,  announced  its  in-

tention to acquire Essential Utili-
ties Inc. in an all-stock deal worth
about  $12  billion  based  on  both
companies’  closing  stock  prices
on Friday.

Bryn  Mawr-based  Essential  is
the  parent  company  of  Peoples
Natural Gas and Aqua. The fate of
Peoples will be decided in a strate-
gic review following the closing of
the merger, which is expected to
be during the rst quarter of 2027.

“This is still a ways off and we
won’t  speculate  what  the  out-
come  might  be,”  American
Water’s  President  and  CEO  John
Grifth said during a call with an-
alysts Monday morning.

The deal must rst clear public
utility  commissions  in  at  least
seven  states  and  receive  share-
holder approvals and federal anti-
trust clearances.

The  sales  agreement  grants

.305  shares  of  American  Water
stock  for  each  Essential  share  at
closing.  If  consummated,  Ameri-
can Water shareholders will  own
about 69% of the combined com-
pany  and  Essential  shareholders
will control the remaining 31%.

Mr. Grifth will  lead the com-
bined  company,  with  Essential’s
current  CEO  and  Executive
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Survivors from the shooting read Psalm 23 Monday during a ceremony that marked seven years since the 2018 Pittsburgh synagogue
shooting, hosted by the 10/27 Healing Partnership Jewish Community Center of Greater Pittsburgh in Squirrel Hill.

Relatives of
Dan Stein,
one of the
shooting
victims,
light a
candle
during a
ceremony
Monday.


