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Expenditure by the board of the
new National Children’s Hospi-
tal on legal fees, litigation and
defending claims rose from
¤2 million in 2023 to more than
¤6 million in 2024.

The rise in costs was driven
by proceedings taken by con-
struction company BAM
against the hospital board un-
der its contract. The board is
now defending claims in excess
of ¤880 million from BAM, it
said last night.

The hospital is set to be the
most expensive health infra-
structure project in the State,
with a final cost of at least
¤2.4 billion.

It has run over multiple budg-
ets and deadlines, and there are
fears it will not meet its July
2026 opening date – the 16th
time since 2020 that its

completion has been pushed
back.

Relations between the Na-
tional Paediatric Hospital De-
velopment Board (NPHDB)
and BAM have publicly deterio-
rated in recent years.

The hospital’s builders have
claimed that design changes
have affected their ability to fin-
ish the project, while the board
has said that many parts of the
hospital that BAM presented as
completed still had snags.

HighCourt
The NPHDB financial state-
ments for 2024, which were
laid before the Oireachtas last
week, said by the end of April
this year, the amount the board
spent on professional fees for
“litigation and claims defence”
rose from ¤1.8 million in 2023
to ¤4.4 million in 2024.

Fees for “legal expenses” also
rose from ¤224,000 in 2023 to

more than ¤1.6 million in 2024.
BAM has initiated several le-

gal proceedings against the
board, and the 2024 accounts
show four cases in which court
proceedings initiated by the
construction company resulted
in the NPHDB being required,
under its contract, to pay more
than ¤160 million in a bond to
BAM. This was funded directly
from the HSE and paid to the
company by the board.

A spokeswoman for the
board said it is “actively defend-
ing claims in excess of ¤880 mil-
lion from BAM, including the
duplication and triplication of
claims”.

She said there were claims
“at all levels of the dispute
mechanism process” up to and
including the High Court, with
costs also incurred for adjudica-
tion and conciliation.

BAM did not respond to re-
quests for comment.

Sawyer Enright and
Sofia Woodfull brave the
Ken Carraher house of
horrors at Bayview
Court on Killiney Hill
Road in Dublin. The
annual Halloween
attraction raises funds
for Debra, the charity
supporting those living
with an incurable skin
condition, EB.
It is open from 4pm to
8pm from today until
Thursday, and from
4pm to 9pm on Friday.

ELLEN COYNE
and PAT LEAHY

There is little apparent appe-
tite among Fianna Fáil TDs
for an immediate heave
against party leader Micheál
Martin, a survey of the party’s
Dáil deputies suggests.

But Fianna Fáil’s disastrous
presidential election cam-
paign may still threaten Mr
Martin, with many TDs declin-
ing to say if they back the Taoi-
seach as he prepares to enter
his 15th year as party leader.

Mr Martin will continue to
meet backbench TDs this
week, as he attempts to heal re-
lations with his party in the
wake of the embarrassing exit
of Jim Gavin from the presi-
dential race.

Loyal Ministers yesterday
appealed for calm from their
colleagues, after Mr Martin
was publicly criticised over
the weekend for his steward-
ship of the party’s failed presi-
dential campaign.

Wicklow–Wexford TD Mal-
colm Byrne, who will be meet-
ing Mr Martin today, said that
the Taoiseach had “led Fianna
Fáil through some very diffi-
cult periods ... The presiden-
tial election campaign,
though, was a disaster and has
left many members and sup-
porters angered and disap-
pointed”.

On Saturday, Dublin
South-West TD John Lahart
said that while Mr Martin en-
joyed “significant respect”
and “great affection” within
the party, the Taoiseach had
made “significant errors in
judgment in the run-up to and
during the presidential elec-
tion campaign”.

In response to Mr Lahart’s
remarks, Minister of State
Thomas Byrne appealed for
unity. “The one thing I would
say is ... we really need to come
together as a party,” he said.

The Irish Times contacted
each of Fianna Fáil’s 48 TDs
yesterday, and asked them if
they would support a motion
of no-confidence in Mr Mar-
tin’s leadership, if they wanted
him to step down before the
Republic takes on the presi-
dency of the Council of the Eu-
ropean Union in July, and if
they believed Mr Martin

should step down after the EU
presidency term ends?

The majority declined to re-
spond. All TDs and Ministers
happy to be quoted on the re-
cord were supportive of Mr
Martin’s leadership. They in-
cluded Minister of State Tim-
my Dooley, who answered
each question “no, no and no”.
Chief Whip Mary Butler said
that she “absolutely supports”
the Taoiseach to lead the coun-
try and the Government
through the EU presidency
and after. Minister for Trans-
port Darragh O’Brien said he
had “full confidence in
Micheál Martin. He should
lead us into the next election
and he will”. Minister of State
Christopher O’Sullivan said
that he “wouldn’t support a
motion of no confidence”.

One TD did not believe that
Mr Martin should step down
before the State takes on the
presidency, but “what hap-
pens after the presidency will
depend on how that period
goes”. Other TDs said they
were still consulting with local
members.

Meanwhile, Fine Gael MEP
Seán Kelly has claimed he was
“shafted” by his party when
colleagues in Leinster House
declined to back his run for the
Áras. Mr Kelly told RTÉ’s
News at One yesterday that
Heather Humphreys had
been “anointed” by TDs. “I
think from the point of view of
not getting a nomination,
you’d have to ask yourself,
why was there such a deter-
mined effort to stop me from
getting a nomination? Maybe
because I would win it, and
that’s the way I would have
been approaching it.”

His comments went down
badly with Fine Gael, with
well-placed sources noting
that the MEP had not contest-
ed against Mairead McGuin-
ness for the nomination and
had said publicly in July that
the presidency was a “largely
ceremonial role” where “you
don’t have that much power or
influence”.
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ÉANNAÓCAOLLAÍagusBILLBREATHNACH
Tá “athrú suntasach” meoin ag
teacht ar phobal na hÉireann
maidir le seasamh na Gaeilge sa
saol poiblí.

Ag labhairt le Scéal tar éis do
Catherine Connolly a bheith
tofa ina hUachtarán ar an tír,
dúirt Julian de Spáinn,
Ard-Rúnaí Chonradh na
Gaeilge, gur léiríodh “go bhfuil
tábhacht faoi leith leis an tean-
ga agus leis an nGaeltacht” in
aigne an phobail.“Ach is athrú é seo atá ag tar-

lú le tamall anuas,” a dúirt sé.
“Tá sé ag teacht

Dúirt de Spáinn go raibh fré-
amhacha na n-athruithe le
feiceáil sna coláistí tríú leibhé-
al, áit a bhfuil oifigigh Ghaeilge
lánaimseartha ceaptha ag aon-
tais na mac léinn.“Léiríonn sé sin cá bhfuil

tosaíocht an dreama óig.”“Le 25,000 duine ar na sráid-
eanna ag an mhórshiúil Cearta
le gairid chonaic muid go bhfuil
daoine ag cur na Gaeilge san
áireamh sna tosaíochtaí atá acu
ina saol.”

Dúirt de Spáinn gur minic a
bhíonn na polaiteoirí “taobh thi-
ar den phobal”,

meoidh siad dá réir.Is minic gur úsáid shiom-
balach amháin a baineadh as an
nGaeilge i bhfeachtais togh-
chánaíochta go nuige seo, ach
tugadh ardán ar leith don tean-
ga i bhfeachtas rathúil Connol-
ly; sna himeachtaí cultúrtha,
sna teachtaireachtaí poiblí,
agus i ndearadh na n-ábhar
feachtais.

Nocht Anna Cassidy, a d’oi-
brigh mar dhearthóir grafach
le feachtas Connolly, le déanaí
gur theastaigh ón bhfeachtas
stíl ‘reitreo’ agus Gaelach a
úsáid ina n-ábhar clóite agus ar
na meáin shóisialta – agus ba
léir go bhfuarthas an inspioráid
seo ón gcumas atá ag an
uachtarán tofa Gaeilgehairt

teach sa tír,” a dúirt de Spáinn.“Ní tharlaíonn sé sin. Bheinn
ag súil leis gur dea-chleachtas é
sin don todhchaí - go háirithe
nuair a bhíonn an stát ag íoc as
an bpostas, ba cheart go
mbeadh sé sa dá theanga ar aon
nós. Ba é sin an chéad uair a
mhothaigh lucht na Gaeilge go
raibh a dteanga san áireamh i
dtoghchán.”Fógraíodh an tseachtain seo

caite freisin go mbeidh an
Ghaeilge mar theanga oibre an
Árais. “Tá sé sin ar fheabhas. Tá
Catherine ag úsáid Gaeilge
gach lá ina hoifig cheana féin.
Luíonn sé le ciall go leanfadh sí
leis in Áras an Uachtdúirt

I rith an fheachtais, scríobh
an tOllamh Laura Cahillane as
Scoil an Dlí in Ollscoil Luim-
nigh alt tuairimíochta ag rá go
raibh sé “réasúnta a bheith ag
súil” go mbeadh an tUachtarán
in ann Gaeilge a labhairt.Ag labhairt di le Scéal, dúirt

an tOllamh Cahillane nach fé-
idir clásal a chur sa Bhunreacht
ag rá go bhfuil ar uachtarán
Gaeilge a labhairt, ach go bhfuil
sé “tábhachtach” go mbeadh
tuiscint acu ar an teanga de
bharr a stádais bhunreachtúil.Dar leis an Ollamh go bhfuil

athrú ag teacht ar mheonsochaí

“Is dócha go bhfuil gluaise-
acht ann faoi láthair. Tá a lán
daoine ag caint faoi Kneecap
agus tá a lán scannáin
Ghaolainne ann faoi láthair. Tá
suim an-mhór ag daoine inti
faoi láthair.”Ag labhairt di ar RTÉ ag an

deireadh seachtaine, dúirt an
Teachta Dála de chuid Fine
Gael Emer Higgins gur cheart
don rialtas a bheith airdeallach
faoin tábhacht a leagadh ar an
teanga le linn an toghcháin.Tácruinniú eagraitheradh

Bua Connolly ina léiriú ar neart na teanga
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DéMáirt,28DeireadhFómhair,2025
‘NílanBhreatainBheagardíol!’:anfeachtasarsonAchtRéadm-haoine
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Oilithreachtbhliantúilna Samhna

Bhí an Ghaeilge ina gné lárnachchinniúnachirásanÁrais
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CONOR LALLY
Crime and Security Editor

Efforts to deport convicted
criminals from the Republic
have been stepped up in recent
months, with a record number
of those in Irish prisons now
also having exclusion orders
imposed.

The orders mean criminals
can be deported to their Euro-
pean Union country of origin
and are then banned from re-
turning to the Republic for up
to 10 years.

The number of EU citizens

selected for removal and
long-term exclusion from the
Republic in 2025 looks set to be
about six times higher than last
year, The Irish Times has
learned.

This is the latest strand in the
Government’s efforts to take a
tougher approach to failed in-
ternational protection appli-
cants and also to EU citizens
who are considered to have ef-
fectively abused their automat-
ic right to live and work in
Ireland by committing crimes
here.

“The removal from the State

of convicted criminals and
those who are a danger to pub-
lic safety is a priority for the
Minister for Justice, Home Af-
fairs and Migration Jim O’Calla-
ghan,” the Department of Jus-
tice said in reply to queries.

“The removal of such individ-
uals is actively managed by the
department in close consulta-
tion with An Garda Síochána
and the Irish Prison Service.
This work involves regular and
ongoing reviews of cases to en-
sure they progressed swiftly
where possible.”

EU exclusion orders can be

imposed on any citizen of a
member state and can also ap-
ply to those from Iceland, Liech-
tenstein, Norway and Switzer-
land.

The orders can be imposed
on individuals, and their family
members, who “represent a
danger to public policy or pub-
lic security”. Anyone whose
“personal conduct represents a
genuine, present and sufficient-
ly serious threat affecting one
of the fundamental interests of
society” can be deported and
also banned from re-entering
the Republic for up to 10 years.

Although an EU-wide system
of exclusion orders has long
been available to the Irish au-
thorities, their use in the Repub-
lic has accelerated significantly
this year.

In the 9½ months to mid-Oc-
tober, some 99 exclusion or-
ders were imposed on EU citi-
zens who had been convicted of
crimes and jailed in the Repub-
lic. By the end of this year, that
is expected to reach at least 120.
That compares with 24 exclu-
sion orders imposed on EU citi-
zens last year and 19 in 2023.

Of the people covered by

those 99 exclusion orders im-
posed to mid-October, some 45
have already been removed, in-
cluding 22 on commercial
flights and 23 on a charter flight
to Romania.

The news comes after it
emerged efforts to deport many
failed international protection
applicants have been under-
mined by legal challenges in the
Republic. The issue came into
focus when it emerged a for-
eign man charged with the sexu-
al assault of a 10-year-old girl
last week at Citywest, Dublin,
should have been deported.
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Fianna Fáil
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party for an immediate move to oust him

Martin will continue to meet TDs in a bid
to heal relations after presidential fiasco
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