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In a sign of California’s
rising status as a major hub
of Democratic politics, Gov.
Gavin Newsom said Sunday
he’s considering a run for
president in 2028 — just a
day after the news that for-
mer Vice President Kamala
Harris had made the same
pronouncement.

Newsom, a Democrat
whohasbecomeanationally
renowned figure this year
pitching himself as a leader
of the resistance to Presi-
dent Trump, acknowledged
for the first time publicly
that he is carefully weighing
a 2028presidential run.

In an interview with
“CBS News Sunday Morn-
ing,” Newsom was asked
whether he would give “seri-

ous thought” after the 2026
midterms to a White House
bid.

“Yeah, I’d be lying other-
wise,” Newsom replied. “I’d
just be lying.And I’mnot—I
can’t do that.”

Harris said in an inter-
view with the BBC posted
this weekend that she ex-
pects a womanwill be presi-
dent in the coming years.
“Possibly,” she said, it could
beher.

“I amnot done,” she said.
“Ihave livedmyentirecareer
as a life of service, and it’s in
mybones.”

With more than three
years until the November
2028 election, it is entirely
possible thatonlyoneornei-
ther of the two California
politicians could ultimately
throw their hat in the race.

Newsom joins
Harris in eyeing
presidential bid
Both Democrats voice early 2028
hopes, signaling California’s clout

By Jenny Jarvie
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GOV. GAVIN Newsom, left, and Kamala Harris have
not competed for office despite sharing a home state.
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ExxonMobilhas filedsuit
in federal court challenging
two California laws that
would require theoil giant to
report the greenhouse emis-
sions resulting from the use
of its products globally.

The 30-page complaint,
filed Friday in the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Eastern
District of California, argues
that the laws violate the
company’s free speech
rights by requiring it to
“trumpet California’s pre-
ferredmessage even though
ExxonMobil believes the
speech is misleading and
misguided.”

State Senate Bill 253, the
2023 legislation known as
the Climate Corporate Data
Accountability Act, requires
theCaliforniaAirResources
Board to adopt regulations
by this year tomandatepub-
lic and private companies
with more than $1 billion in
annual revenue to begin
publicly disclosing their
emissions across three
“scopes.”

Scope1emissions are de-
fined as direct greenhouse
gas emissions from a com-
pany and its branches.
Scope 2 includes indirect
emissions, such as electric-
ity bought by the company.
Scope 3 are emissions from
the company’s supply chain,
including waste, water us-
age, business travel and em-
ployee commutes, which ac-
count for about 75% of a
company’s greenhouse
emissions for many indus-
tries. Reporting begins in
2026 on scopes1and2and in
2027 on scope 3.

Theattorneygeneral’s of-
fice and ExxonMobil Corp.,
also known as ExxonMobil,
did not respond to requests
for commentSaturday.Tara
Gallegos,aspokesperson for
Gov. Gavin Newsom, said
the lawshavebeenupheld in
court “and we continue to
have confidence in them.”

Exxon sues
state over
climate
disclosure
mandates
By Doug Smith
and Susanne Rust
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Los Angeles County is
bringing on a retired judge
to tackle a $4-billion ques-
tion: How can officials en-
sure that real victims are
compensated from the big-
gest sexabusepayout inU.S.
history — and not people
whomadeup their claims?

The county has tapped
Daniel Buckley, a former
presiding judge of the coun-

ty’s Superior Court, to vet
cases brought byDowntown
LA Law Group after The
Times found nine people
represented by the firmwho
said they were paid to sue
the county by recruiters.
Four of the plaintiffs said
they were told to fabricate
the claims.

Downtown LA Law
Group, orDTLA,hasdenied
paying any of its roughly
2,700 clients, but agreed to
cover the cost of Buckley to

examine their cases in the
$4-billion sex abuse settle-
ment.

In a letter sent to clients
last week, Andrew Morrow,
the lead attorney in the
firm’s sexabusecases, noted
there are “additional safe-
guards” and “vetting proto-
cols” underway following re-
cent reports of paid clients,
but did not specificallymen-
tion thenew judge.

“While we categorically
deny this ever occurred, we

take thesematters seriously
andwelcome the implemen-
tation of additional review
procedures to ensure false
claims do notmove forward
in the process,” wrote Mor-
row, the chairman of the
firm’s mass torts depart-
ment.

OnOct. 17, DawynHarri-
son, the top attorney for the
county, requestedaninvesti-
gation from the State Bar
based onTheTimes’ report-
ing, saying she believed

some of the settlement
would flow to “thepocketsof
the plaintiffs’ bar” rather
thanvictims.

“Theactionsdescribed in
the article, if true, are despi-
cableandrunafoulof ethical
dutiesofattorneysandcrim-
inal law inCalifornia,”Harri-
son wrote in a letter to Erika
Doherty, the bar’s interim
executive director. “I re-
quest the State Bar investi-
gate all of the potential

Judge to vet L.A. County abuse settlement
By Rebecca Ellis

[See Settlement,A8]

For most of President
Trump’s second term, Re-
publicans have bent to his
will. But in two Midwestern
states, Trump’s plan to
maintain control of the U.S.
House innext year’s election
by having Republicans re-
draw congressional districts
hashit a roadblock.

Despite weeks of cam-
paigning by the White
House, Republicans in Indi-
ana and Kansas say their
party doesn’t have enough
votes to pass new, more
GOP-friendly maps. It’s

made the two states outliers
in the rush to redistrict —
places where Republican-
majority legislatures are un-
willing or unable to heed
Trump’s call and help pre-
serve the party’s control on
CapitolHill.

Lawmakers in the two
states still may be per-
suaded, and the White
House push, which has in-
cluded anOval Office meet-
ing for Indiana lawmakers
and two trips to Indianapo-
lis by Vice President JD
Vance, is expected to contin-
ue.But fornow, it’sarareset-
back for the president and
his efforts to maintain a

Trump’s push for
redistricting hits
red-state barriers
By Isabella Volmert
and John Hanna
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TORONTO — Orel Hershiser sat
down at a Pasadena restaurant on Sat-
urdaynight, took control of the remote to
a television showingGame 2 of theWorld
Series, then watched in awe at a feat no
Dodgers pitcher had accomplished since
heachieved it 37 years ago.

In1988,Hershiserhadthekindofpost-
season run that didn’t feel replicable in
baseball’s modern era. As the staff ace of

that year’s World Series title team, he
threw three consecutive complete games
in an iconic October tear: One in the Na-
tional League Championship Series,
then twomore in theFall Classic.

In nearly four decades since, no Dod-
gers pitcher had thrown back-to-back
complete games in the playoffs, and only
JoséLima in 2004hadeven thrownone.

Inallof themajors,noonehadstacked
suchoutingssinceCurtSchillingwith the
Arizona Diamondbacks in 2001. The
World Series hadn’t featured a complete
game since Johnny Cueto of the Kansas
CityRoyals in 2015.

That scarcity was no coincidence. In
recent years, the sport has evolved in a
way that prevents such heroics. Starters

DODGERS pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto went the distance again in leading
a Game 2 win in theWorld Series at Rogers Centre in Toronto on Saturday.

Robert Gauthier Los Angeles Times

ACE IS ATHROWBACK
TOMOUNDMASTERS
Yoshinobu Yamamoto provides
novelty, nostalgia by repeating
complete-game win for Dodgers.

By Jack Harris
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Top trade negotiators for
theU.S. andChina said they
came to terms on a range of
contentious points, setting
the table for Presidents
Trump and Xi Jinping to fi-
nalize a deal and ease trade
tensions that have rattled
globalmarkets.

After two days of talks in

Malaysia wrapped up Sun-
day, a Chinese official said
the two sides reached a pre-
liminary consensus on top-
ics including export con-
trols, fentanyl and shipping
levies.

U.S. Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent, speaking lat-
er in an interview with CBS
News,saidTrump’sthreatof
100% tariffs on Chinese
goods “is effectively off the
table,” and he expected Bei-
jing tomakesubstantial soy-
beanpurchases aswell as of-
fer a deferral on sweeping
rare-earth controls. The
U.S. wouldn’t change its ex-
port controls directed at
China, he added.

“So I would expect that
the threat of the 100% has
gone away, as has the threat
of the immediate imposition
of the Chinese initiating a
worldwideexport control re-
gime,” Bessent said. He
separately told ABC News
he believed China would de-
lay its rare-earth restric-
tions “for a year while they
reexamine it.”

Bessent telegraphed a
wide-ranging agreement be-
tween Trump and Xi that
would extend a tariff truce,
resolve differences over the
sale of TikTok and keep up
the flow of rare-earth mag-
nets necessary for the pro-
duction of advanced prod-

ucts fromsemiconductorsto
jet engines. The two leaders
are also planning to discuss
a global peace plan, he said,
after Trump said publicly he
hoped to enlist Xi’s help in
ending Russia’s war in
Ukraine.

The encouraging signals
from both sides of the nego-
tiations were amarked con-
trast from recent weeks,
when Beijing’s announce-
ment of new export restric-
tions and Trump’s recipro-
cal threat of staggering new
tariffs threatened to plunge
theworld’s two largest econ-
omies back into an all-out
tradewar.

PRESIDENT Trump attends a regional summit inMalaysia with Cambodian PrimeMinister HunManet,
from left, Malaysian PrimeMinister Anwar Ibrahim and Philippine President FerdinandMarcos Jr.

Mark Schiefelbein Associated Press

U.S., China reach tentative deal
Trump’s 100% tariff
threat is said to be ‘off
the table’ after two
days of negotiations.

By Daniel Flatley
and Josh Xiao
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Lessons from Amazon’s big outage
People trust tech giants with their data and services
far toomuch,Michael Hiltzik writes. BUSINESS, A12

A silver lining
along PCH
Since the Palisades fire,
once-hectic highway has
a slower pace and ocean
views. CALIFORNIA, B1

Weather
Mostly sunny.
L.A. Basin: 74/61.B6
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TVmom June
Lockhart dies
Beloved actor known for
roles in “Lost in Space”
and “Lassie” was 100.
ENTERTAINMENT, E1
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