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Gaza City
offensive
intensifies as
UN alerted
on genocide

Israel rejects report’s finding of ‘pattern
of conduct indicating genocidal intent’

‘Real sense of panic' in Gaza City with
heavy air strikes widely reported

SALLYHAYDEN
inBeirut

Pressure ismounting on the in-
ternational community to
take action aftera UN commis-
sion of inquiry announced yes-
terday that Israel is carrying
out genocide in Gaza.

Thisinquiry’s findings coin-
cided with Israeli forces an-
nouncing a ground offensive
into Gaza City, calling it a
“new phase of the operation”.
Heavy air strikes have been
widely reported in the city.

“Gaza is burning,” Israel’s
defence minister Israel Katz
posted on X. “The IDF is strik-
ing with an iron fist at the ter-
rorist infrastructure ... We
will . . . not relent and we will
not back down - until the mis-
sionis completed.”

A humanitarian worker in-
side Gaza, who asked not to be
named for security reasons,
said mass displacement con-
tinues and there is a “real
sense of panic”.

The UN commission’s
72-pagereport concluded that
Israeli authorities and securi-
ty forces have committed four
of the five genocidal acts de-
fined by the 1948 genocide con-
vention: killing; causing seri-
ous bodily or mental harm; de-
liberately inflicting conditions
of life calculated to bring
about the destruction of the
Palestinians in whole or in
part; and imposing measures
intended to prevent births.

These were backed up by ex-
plicit statements by Israeli au-
thorities and a pattern of con-
duct indicating genocidal in-
tent, said the commission,
which was established by the
UN Human Rights Council.

Israel’sforeign ministry “cat-
egorically reject[ed] this dis-
torted and falsereport”, calling
itsauthors “Hamas proxies, no-
torious for their openly anti-Se-
mitic positions”.

The commission - which
does not speak for the UN -
also highlighted an obligation
on all states “to take all
necessary steps to try to avoid
or stop the commission of
genocide”, a duty that arises
the “instant that the state
learns of, or should normally
have learned of, the existence
of a serious risk that genocide
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will be committed”.

“The international commu-
nity cannot stay silent,” said
Navi Pillay, the commission’s
chairperson. “Every day of in-
action costs lives and erodes
the credibility of the interna-
tional community.”

The Irish Department of
Foreign Affairs did not re-
spond to an inquiry about
whether Ireland will be taking
specific stepsasaresult. Presi-
dent Michael D Higgins called
the report “very, very impor-
tant” and suggested excluding
Israel from the UN, as well as
the countries that supply it
with weapons.

Starvationand malnutrition
Nearly two years after Israel’s
assault on Gaza began, follow-
ing the Hamas-led attacks of
October 7th, 2023, Gazan
health authorities say the
death toll has almost reached
65,000, with 165,312 peoplein-
jured. Yesterday, 59 new
deaths were recorded. There
were three reported deaths
dueto starvation and malnutri-
tion, including one child.

In August, the Integrated
Food Security Phase Classifi-
cation, a globally recognised
food insecurity monitoring or-
ganisation, declared that an
“entirely man-made” famine
istaking placein Gaza.

Last year, the International
Criminal Court issued arrest
warrants for Israeli prime min-
ister Binyamin Netanyahu and
former defence minister Yoav
Gallant. The charges — which
they have denied - include us-
ing starvation as a method of
warfare.

The latest developments
come as a civilian effort called
the Global Sumud Flotilla,
comprising dozens of vessels,
sails towards the besieged en-
clave, with organisers saying
theyaim to open a humanitari-
an corridor.

Inside Page 6
M Israel launches ground
offensivein GazaCity

M Genocide finding comes
atkey time forassembly
Analysis: Michael Jansen

Politics at the

Ploughing
Humphreys
meets the
electorate in
Tullamore

Fine Gael
presidential
candidate Heather
Humphreys with
attendees at the
National Ploughing
Championships in
Tullamore, Co Offaly.
Some 78,500 people
attended the opening
day, up 3,000 on last

Home
News

Humantrafficking:

The Gardaand the
Director of Public Prose-
cutions have welcomed
tougher people-smug-
glinglegislation. Page 4
Maternity hospital:
Financial safeguards are
tobeintroducedinto the
plans for building the
new national maternity
hospital. Page 5

year.

Reports: page 3
Photograph: Dan Dennison

McVerry trust to transfer €8m in property to DCC

ARTHURBEESLEY
Current Affairs Editor

The Peter McVerry Trust
(PMVT) is transferring dozens
of apartments and houses,
worth almost €8 million, to Dub-
lin City Council, under a deal to
repay special Government fund-
ing that kept the charity afloat
when it was struck by financial
crisis.

The properties, some of
which already have residents
living in them, will be used for
social housing.

The housing and homeless

body established by Jesuit
priest Fr Peter McVerry re-
ceived €15 million from the
State after then housing
minister Darragh O’Brien
agreed in November 2023 to
provide emergency financial
support.

A succession of reports by
charity and housing regulators
and the Comptroller and Audi-
tor General later highlighted
multiple governance failings in
the PMVT.

The trust has pledged to re-
store public confidenceinit. De-
layed financial accounts for

2023 are scheduled to be filed
next month, after aspects of its
2022 accounts are restated for
asecond time.

The  trust received
€164.3 million in funding from
the State between 2018 and
2022 and €72.6 million in dona-
tions. Trust properties used for
itshousingand homeless servic-
es were valued at €162.33 mil-
lion at the end of 2022.

The rescue package was
agreed on the basis that the Gov-
ernment would recover the val-
ue of the €15 million with the
transfer of “unencumbered”

DAA and Jacobs agree almost
€1m exit pending approval

JOE BRENNAN,
MARTINWALL and
ARTHURBEESLEY

DAA'’s board has reached an
exit agreement with chief exec-
utive Kenny Jacobs. Under its
terms, Mr Jacobs would leave
the airport operator by mutual
agreement with an exit
package of close to €1 million,
The Irish Times has estab-
lished.

The deal, reached after
weeks of mediation between
both sides following the emer-
gence of a serious rift, will need
to be ratified by Minister for
Transport Darragh O’Brien
and Minister for Public Expend-
iture Jack Chambers, sources
said. This is likely to take some
days.

A spokeswoman for DAA
declined to comment, while Mr
Jacobs did not respond to a
request for comment. Mr
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O’Brien was not available for
comment.

The accord follows a period
of tension in recent months be-
tween Mr Jacobs and the wider
board, chaired by Basil Geoghe-
gan. There had been intense
board scrutiny of the chief exec-
utive’s management style.

Mr Jacobs (51), a former
Ryanair executive, took
charge of DAA at the start of
2023. He succeeded Dalton
Philips, who left to become
chief executive of sandwich
maker Greencore.

Protecteddisclosure
While Mr Jacobs was the sub-
ject of two protected disclosure
complaints by DAA staff mem-
bers in relation to digni-
ty-at-work matters, it is under-
stood that the allegations were
not upheld after being exam-
ined by senior counsel.

Despite this, tensions be-
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tween Mr Jacobs and the board
have persisted. Both sides en-
gaged lawyers, while industrial
relations veteran Kieran Mul-
veywas called on to act as medi-
ator earlier this month.

The matter had also been
brought to the attention of sen-
ior Government figures. There
were concerns that the fallout
could affectthe group asitfaces
challenges on a number of
fronts.

DAA is keen to advance a
complex€2.4 billion infrastruc-
ture plan, while it also wants
limits on night flights to be
eased. Additionally, itis moving
forward with litigation over a
32 million annual passenger
cap at Dublin Airport.

It is likely that DAA will
appoint an interim chief
executive from within the
group as it begins the process
that leads to a permanent re-
placement.
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properties to local authorities
from the PMVT.

Unencumbered property
generally means real estate
free of debt. The PMVT agree-
ment, however, specified that
unencumbered property was
real estate the charity acquired
without State money, using its
own funds.

Totalvalue

In reply to questions, the
Department of Housing said:
“PMVT own 54 such proper-
ties and 27 of these properties,
with a total value €7,890,000,

are in the process of being
transferred to Dublin City Coun-
cil.”

The remaining 27 properties
were being prepared for trans-
fer to local authorities else-
where, the department added.
This preparation includes valu-
ation and survey work.

“When all such properties
are transferred from PMVT to
the local authorities the State
will have recovered the €15 mil-
lion of emergency funding,” the
department said.

The department, the PMVT
and the council each declined

to provide addresses for apart-
ments and houses.

Still, the council said the first
27 properties were located
across the Dublin city area.
“For privacy reasons we do not
give specific address identifiers
butIcanadvise theyarelocated
in Dublin 3, 8, 12, 7, 11,” the
spokesperson said.

PMVT said it was working
closely with the department to
identify and transfer unencum-
bered assets “including hous-
ing units and vacant proper-
ties” to the appropriate local au-
thorities.
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