Students
decry bid to

limit their
stays in US

White House revives plan
to set a 4-year maximum

By Anjali Huynh
GLOBE STAFF

Already feeling under attack and facing in-
creased government scrutiny, international
college students balked this week at a new
Trump administration proposal that could lim-
it their stays in the United States to four years.

The proposed rule, which President Trump
previously pitched during his first term and
put out again on Wednesday, comes as the fed-
eral government has increasingly reviewed
and revoked visas belonging to international
students. His administration has frequently
claimed, without evidence, that international
students have helped subject college campuses
to “foreign influence” from US adversaries — a
suggestion colleges have denied.

“To me and other international students,
this is really just another clear message that we
are not welcome or safe in this country,” said
Alfred Williamson, a Harvard University un-
dergraduate student from Wales. “This is an-
other attempt to dehumanize us, to tell us that
we are not meant to be in this country, and to
try to dissuade us from coming here — and the
US will suffer as a result.”

If approved, the rule would implement a
new fixed time limit on foreign students, who
currently can stay for the length of their stud-
ies as long as they meet visa requirements. Un-
der the proposed rule, international students
who hold F visas could be admitted for periods
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Palestinian
officials are
denied visas

Rubio’s move will block
them from UN sessions

By Edward Wong and Adam Rasgon
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — Secretary of State Marco
Rubio announced Friday that he would not is-
sue visas to Palestinian officials to prevent
them from attending the annual United Na-
tions General Assembly in New York next
month.

The visa ban applies to officials from the Pal-
estinian Authority and the Palestine Liberation
Organization who are not based in the Palestin-
ian mission at the UN, the announcement said.

The State Department said Rubio was mak-
ing the move to hold the two bodies “account-
able for not complying with their commit-
ments, and for undermining the prospects for
peace.” The agency is demanding that they both
“consistently repudiate terrorism,” including
the Hamas-led attack in Israel on Oct. 7, 2023,
and “end incitement to terrorism in education.”

The department also said the Palestinian
Authority, which governs the Israeli-occupied
West Bank, must end appeals to legal institu-
tions, including the International Criminal
Court and the International Court of Justice,
and stop pushing countries to recognize a “con-
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Ex-officials: ‘Enough is enough’

Those who resigned from CDC cite danger
as they describe science being ignored

By Jason Laughlin
and Sarah Rahal
GLOBE STAFF
Three top officials who resigned
from the US Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention this week
warned Friday that Health Secretary
Robert F. Kennedy Jr. is taking the
country in a dangerous direction by
ignoring science, raising unfounded
fears about vaccines, and taking

steps to make such medicines less ac-
cessible.

“Enough is enough,” said Deme-
tre Daskalakis, who until Thursday
was the director of the National Cen-
ter for Inmunization and Respirato-
ry Diseases at the CDC. “If we don’t
succeed in raising this red flag, at
least we'’re not going to die without
trying.”

In the months since Kennedy be-

came secretary of health and human
services, the former CDC officials
told the Globe Friday, it became ap-
parent he did not seek out, nor
seemed interested in, the deep reser-
voir of medical and scientific exper-
tise at what is the nation’s preemi-
nent public health institution. Ken-
nedy’s decisions, they said,
particularly those related to vac-
cines, at times directly contradicted
scientific evidence gathered by the
agency.

When Dr. Susan Monarez was
fired Wednesday as CDC director, her

top lieutenants on infectious diseas-
es and vaccinations said they be-
lieved it was only a matter of time
until they, too, were exiled from the
Atlanta headquarters that, for some,
had been their professional home for
more than a decade.

The purging of the upper ranks of
the CDC has alarmed public health
and medical professionals around
the country, many of whom said they
fear Kennedy is leaving the nation
less prepared for the next health
emergency and is deliberating try to
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Cheryl Juaire, who lost two sons to overdoses, walked among the 22,000 purple flags placed on Boston Common in
memory of those who have died from drug overdoses in the last decade. International Overdose Awareness Day is Sunday,
and purple was designated the official color of the recovery movement in 1989.

Teddie peanut butter spreading
beyond New England

Brand vows to stay its simple self even as market grows

By Billy Baker

GLOBE STAFF
In 1925, an Armenian immigrant

named Michael Hintlian opened a can-

dy shop in Boston’s Quincy Market.

Business was good for a few years. The
stock market crashed, the Great Depres-
sion began, and desperate families no

longer needed treats, they needed af-
fordable nutrition.

So Hintlian turned to the common

peanut — something he also sold —

ground it into a paste, and produced a
relatively new product known as peanut

butter.
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Now, 100 years after he started his

company, that simple food, which he
called Teddie Peanut Butter — it’s
named after the son of an early employ-
ee — has fed generations of New Eng-
landers, developed a cult following
among foodies who love that its “all nat-
ural” ingredients list consists of just pea-
nuts and salt, and become so in-demand
that his grandsons are overseeing a hesi-
tant expansion outside of the region.

After a century as a New England se-
cret, Teddie, our Teddie, is going nation-
al.

Over the past two years — driven by
an extremely loud insistence from New
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A federal appeals court
ruled that many of Presi-
dent Trump’s most punish-
ing tariffs are illegal, deliv-
ering a major new setback
to the administration. A7.

Boston prepared to host an
HBCU Classic with a pep ral-
ly on City Hall Plaza before
the game between two his-
torically Black colleges. B1.

Israel declared Gaza’s larg-
est city a combat zone as
the army launched the start
of a planned offensive that
has drawn international
condemnation. A4.

Getting a COVID shot in
Massachusetts at CVS just
got harder — even for peo-
ple who meet the govern-
ment’s new criteria for eligi-
bility. D1.

20 YEARS AFTER KATRINA

BRANDON BELL/GETTY IMAGES
People paid their respects during a march Friday in New Orleans to
mark the 20-year anniversary of Hurricane Katrina. The storm destroyed
thousands of homes and killed nearly 1,400. A2.

Study warns Al diagnostic
tools can be easily misled

MIT scientist seeks
to create systems
that we can count on

By Hiawatha Bray
GLOBE STAFF

Could a misspelled word cause a
medical crisis? Maybe, if your medical
records are being analyzed by an artifi-
cial intelligence system. One little typo,
or even the use of an unusual word, can
cause a medical Al to conclude there’s
nothing wrong with somebody who
might actually be quite sick.

It’s a real danger, now that hospitals
worldwide are deploying systems that
use Al software like ChatGPT to assist in
diagnosing illnesses. The potential ben-
efits are huge; Als can be excellent at

spotting potential health problems that
a human physician might miss.

But new research from Marzyeh
Ghassemi, a professor at the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology and princi-
pal investigator at the university’s
Jameel Clinic, also finds that these AI
tools are often remarkably easy to mis-
lead, in ways that could do serious
harm.

For Ghassemi, it’s just another reve-
lation of the flaws and foibles of medical
Al She’s been at it for years, with dis-
maying results.

Already, she and her colleagues
found that an AI model that produces
accurate chest X-ray diagnoses in Cana-
da becomes far less reliable in Califor-
nia, thanks to different lifestyles and
risk factors. They’ve discovered that Al
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Out and out

Saturday: Sunny, pleasant.
High: 74-79. Low: 56-61.

Sunday: Another nice day.
High: 71-76. Low: 56-61.

Sunrise: 6:07 Sunset: 7:21
Comics and Weather, D4-5.
Obituaries, C9.
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