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International
anger grows
over Israeli
attack on
Gaza hospital

Monday's tank attack ‘horrific and
completely indefensible’, says UK

Netanyahu discusses Gaza City plan with
West Bank settler representatives

MARK WEISS
inJerusalem

Israel faced increased interna-
tional anger yesterday over
the attack on a Gaza hospital
whichkilled 20 people, includ-
ing five journalists.

The UK government called
Monday’s attack on the Nasser
hospital “horrific and com-
pletely indefensible”. Prime
minister Keir Starmer’s
spokesperson said journalists
should always be protected
and the strikes illustrated the
need for a ceasefire.

The European Commission
described the Israeli tank fire
on the hospital as “completely
unacceptable”. Spokesperson
Anouar El Anouni stressed
that civilians and journalists
mustbe protected under inter-
national law. “Civilians in
Gaza have been suffering for
far too long and it is time to
break the cycle of violence,”
he said.

A public letter signed by
209 former EU ambassadors,
senior diplomatic staffand am-
bassadors from EU nation
states was published yester-
day, calling for urgent action
over Israel’s war in Gaza and
unlawful activities in the occu-
pied West Bank.

The Israel Defense Forces
(IDF) said a preliminary inves-
tigation into the hospital at-
tack determined that Hamas
had installed a surveillance
camera at the site to track Is-
raeli troop movements and to
help direct attacks against sol-
diers.

Hamas operatives

The statement added that of
those killed in the incident, six
wereidentified as Hamas oper-
atives, including one who took
part in the Hamas attack on
southern Israel on October
7th, 2023. The army said it re-
grets the harm caused to unin-
volved civilians.

UN human rights spokes-
man Thameen Al-Kheetan
said any Israeli investigation
should ensure accountability.
“There needs to be justice,” he
said.

Israel’ssecurity cabinet yes-
terday discussed its plan to at-
tack Gaza City, which will be
preceded by the forced expul-
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sion of more than 800,000 res-
idents in the coming weeks.

The ministers did not dis-
cuss the ceasefire and hostage
release deal approved last
week by Hamas. Prime minis-
ter Binyamin Netanyahu allo-
cated three hours to the talks
so he could participate, along
with other ministers, at a meal
ataJerusalemrestaurant with
West Bank settler representa-
tives.

A majority of the Israeli pub-
lic supports a ceasefire that
will bring back the 50 hostag-
es in Hamas captivity, 20 of
whom are believed to be alive.
IDF chief of staff Eyal Zamir
also believes Israel should ac-
ceptapartial ceasefire.

Protests

Tens of thousands of Israelis
joined protests across the
country yesterday, blocking
roads and culminating in a
march and rally in Tel Aviv,
urging the government to ac-
ceptaceasefire.

Released hostage Gadi Moz-
es said that Hamas’ demands
have not changed over the
past two years and that Israel
mustagree toadeal.

“The importance of this day
cannotbe overstated. The cabi-
net meeting is simply illuso-
ry,” he said. “I am not willing
tosacrifice anyone on the altar
of the messianic ambition of
destroying Hamas.”

Hanoch Milwidsky, a parlia-
mentarian from Mr Netanya-
hu’s ruling Likud party, de-
scribed those who participat-
ed in yesterday’s protests as
“rioters in the service of Ha-
mas”.

The war began on October
7th, 2023, when Hamas-led
gunmen burstinto southern Is-
rael, killing some 1,200 peo-
ple, mainly civilians, and tak-
ing 251 hostages.

Israel’s military offensive
against Hamas has since killed
at least 62,000 Palestinians,
mostly civilians, according to
the Gaza health ministry.
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POLICING CHANGE
wewuuussl NATIONAL GUARD
ON ARMED
PATROL IN
WASHINGTON

US national guard
troops patrolling in
Washington, DC, as
part of what President
Donald Trump refers
to as a crackdown on
crime, have begun
carrying weapons.
Unarmed guardsmen
have been patrolling
the city for the past
two weeks after Mr
Trump declared a
crime emergency in
the district.
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Drogheda reviews grading of pre-cancerous cells

MARTIN WALL and
SHAUNA BOWERS

A number of patients treated at
Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital
in Drogheda are being told this
week of the miscategorisation
of pre-cancerous cells as part of
open disclosure procedures in
the HSE.

Three patients are being in-
vited to what are known as
“open disclosure” meetings at
the hospital this week.

Such meetings are organised
between a healthcare provider

and a patient, or their relevant
person, following a patient safe-
tyincident.

It is understood that in addi-
tion to these three patients, sev-
eral dozen other patients will
be sent letters advising them
that the grading of their
pre-cancerous cells has been al-
tered following a review.

Insomeinstances, the severi-
ty of the grading of the pre-can-
cerous cells has been increased
and in other cases decreased.

Itis understood in the case of
one patient, a grading of mild,

attributed initially to pre-can-
cerous cells, hasbeen upgraded
to high.

In another case a mild grad-
ing hasbeen found to be moder-
ate.

It is understood in another
case, a patient underwent a sec-
ond biopsy, which was found to
be unnecessary.

Consultant
The moves follows a review of
work carried out by one consult-
antat the hospital.

In a statement yesterday,

Increase in CAO points for majority
of courses at several colleges

BRIAN MOONEY and
JACKWHITE

Central Applications Office
(CAO) points requirements
have experienced a “volatile”
change for the majority of
courses at several universities
thisyear.

Despite a reduction in grade
inflation and the addition of
places on popular courses,
some colleges have seen a rise
in the points required for
two-thirds of programmes.

There were 89,308 CAO ap-
plications made this year, a
7 per cent increase on the
83,169 made last year.

In Dublin, points require-
ments at Trinity have increased
by 2.5 per cent, or just under 10
CAO points, on average.

Amid an increase in applica-
tions, the points for two-thirds
of its programmes have risen.
However, the number of cours-
es requiring more than 600
points has remained steady.
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Witha9 per centriseinappli-
cation numbers, University
College Dublin has seen points
for 20 of its programmes in-
crease, with all of its courses
now requiring at least 400
points.

Dublin is not an outlier, as
the trend of rising point require-
mentsisalso seen elsewhere, in-
cluding in Cork and Galway, al-
though the level varies between
universities.

Galwayand Limerick
Two-thirds of courses at the
University of Galway, for exam-
ple, require higher points,
while at the University of Limer-
ick some programmes incurred
arise, but the majority have re-
mained stable or even fallen.
Where universities have
been able to maintain or reduce
point requirements at 2024
levels, some have done so by
increasing places on those
courses where capacity allows.
Those who sat the Leaving
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Cert this year have fewer Hls
than 2024 candidates, which
means courses requiring more
than 600 points will largely stay
steady.

However, for courses below
600 points, the effect of reduc-
ing enhanced grades is expect-
edto be offset by the increase in
CAO applicants and the pres-
ence of almost 20,000 who
have sat their exams previous-
ly.

The majority of these appli-
cants sat the Leaving Cert since
2020 and received a higher lev-
el of grade inflation.

A third-level source in the
south of the country described
the points change this year as
“volatile”.

However, they said such vola-
tility was expected to some de-
gree, due to rising demand, de-
spite expectations among some
that points would somewhatde-
crease or remain stable follow-
ing the lowering of grade infla-
tion.
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Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital
said: “In the course of our quali-
ty assurance process in the hos-
pital, we commissioned aninde-
pendentlookback of all histopa-
thology slides across various
specialities in relation to one
consultant, focusing on a peri-
od from February to November
2024”.

“This review is under way
and any patients in relation to
whom any findings are relevant
will be contacted directly by the
hospital. HSE Dublin and
North East has provided neces-

sary information to the HSE in
line with the National Patient
Safety Briefing Protocol.”

The hospital review is contin-
uing and it is possible other pa-
tients may be invited to similar
opendisclosure meetings in the
future.

Fulltransparency

Stephen McMahon, co-founder
and director of the Irish Pa-
tients’ Association (IPA), said
full transparency was impor-
tant. He called on senior man-
agement to answer questions

about when exactly it became
aware of this issue and how
many patientsin total are affect-
ed.

“Patients should not be left
waiting in fear for adreaded let-
ter, every affected person must
be written to immediately,” he
said.

Though acknowledging this
issue is separate to previous
controversies in CervicalCheck
asit does not relate to a screen-
ing programme, Mr McMahon
said it “carries awful shadows
of previous debacles”.
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