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Recovering the body of Hussam al-Masri on Monday at Nasser Hospital in southern Gaza. He had
been in an exterior staircase where journalists frequently stationed themselves with their cameras.

HATEM KHALED/REUTERS

JERUSALEM — Shortly after
10 a.m. on Monday, when an Is-
raeli military strike hit the facade
of a hospital building in southern
Gaza, emergency responders who
were already nearby rushed to the
scene. So did journalists.

But just minutes later, accord-
ing to witnesses, hospital officials
and video footage that captured
the immediate aftermath of that
first blast, a second strike hit the
same part of the hospital, envel-
oping it in a thick cloud of smoke
and dust.

Once the air cleared, the full ex-
tent of the horror at Nasser Hospi-
tal was revealed.

Four Palestinian journalists

had been killed on the spot, and a
fifth would later die of his wounds.
At least 15 more people were
killed, including members of the
medical staff, rescue workers and
patients, according to the Gazan
health ministry. Dozens more
were injured, it said.

The Israeli military provided no
immediate explanation for the at-
tack, one of the deadliest for mem-
bers of the news media, who have
already died in unusually high
numbers covering the war. The
five journalists had worked for

news outlets that included
Reuters, The Associated Press
and Al Jazeera, according to their
employers.

The military acknowledged car-
rying out a strike in the area of
Nasser Hospital, without saying
what the target was. In a state-
ment, it said that it regretted “any
harm to uninvolved individuals”
and that its chief of staff had or-
dered an immediate inquiry.

The office of Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, who gener-
ally casts civilian deaths in Gaza
as a regrettable but unavoidable
part of war, suggested that those
on Monday were the result of a
military blunder.

“Israel deeply regrets the tragic
mishap that occurred today at the
Nasser Hospital,” the office said in 

Israel Strikes Hospital Twice, Killing 5 Journalists
This article is by Isabel Kershner,

Aaron Boxerman and Ameera
Harouda.

20 Reported Dead in All
— Netanyahu Issues

a Rare Apology
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Jessica Mendoza and her hus-
band always knew they wanted to
start a family in Brooklyn, where
they were each born and raised.

But once they started research-
ing what it would cost to have a
young child in New York City, they
began to worry.

Even with her salary as a city
employee and her husband’s as an
accountant, “we realized we
might not be able to afford that
baby. But we really wanted a
baby,” said Ms. Mendoza, 37.

After their daughter was born,
the couple concluded that the only
way they could afford to stay in
New York was to move in with Ms.
Mendoza’s parents in Bushwick —
and pay her mother to watch the
baby while they worked.

Zohran Mamdani, the Demo-
cratic nominee for mayor, has
aimed his campaign squarely at

voters like Ms. Mendoza, pledging
to enact a system of free child care
for all New York families, regard-
less of income. Doing so would in-
volve navigating a logistical and
financial maze to harness an un-
wieldy system of public and pri-
vate providers, create new day
care space, hire scores of new
teachers and retool the city’s
roughly $116 billion budget. If he is
elected in November, Mr. Mam-
dani will face enormous pressure
to deliver.

Mr. Mamdani won the nomina-

A Big Promise About New York’s Littlest Citizens
By ELIZA SHAPIRO Mamdani Faces Puzzle

on Free Child Care
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WASHINGTON — Employees
at the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency wrote to Con-
gress on Monday warning that the
Trump administration had re-
versed much of the progress made
in disaster response and recovery
since Hurricane Katrina pum-
meled the Gulf Coast two decades
ago.

The letter to Congress, titled the
“Katrina Declaration,” rebuked
President Trump’s plan to drasti-
cally scale down FEMA and shift

more responsibility for disaster
response — and more costs — to
the states. It came days before the
20th anniversary of Hurricane
Katrina, one of the deadliest and
costliest storms to ever strike the
United States.

“Our shared commitment to our
country, our oaths of office, and
our mission of helping people be-

fore, during, and after disasters
compel us to warn Congress and
the American people of the cas-
cading effects of decisions made
by the current administration,”
the FEMA employees wrote in the
letter.

They said that they hoped their
warnings would “come in time to
prevent not only another national
catastrophe like Hurricane Kat-
rina, but the effective dissolution
of FEMA itself and the abandon-
ment of the American people such
an event would represent.”

FEMA Staff Says Trump Is Gutting Disaster Aid
By MAXINE JOSELOW A Warning of Progress

Lost After Katrina
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In New York City, social clubs
backed by China undermined a
congressional candidate who once
challenged the regime on Chinese
television.

They helped unseat a state sen-
ator for attending a banquet with
the president of Taiwan.

And they condemned a City
Council candidate on social media
for supporting Hong Kong democ-
racy.

In the past few years, these or-
ganizations have quietly foiled the
careers of politicians who opposed
China’s authoritarian government
while backing others who sup-
ported policies of the country’s
ruling Communist Party. The
groups, many of them tax-exempt
nonprofits, have allowed Ameri-
ca’s most formidable adversary to
influence elections in the coun-
try’s largest city, The New York
Times found.

The groups are mostly “home-
town associations” of people hail-
ing from the same town or prov-
ince in China. Some have been
around for more than a century,
while dozens of others have
sprung up over the past decade.
Like other heritage clubs in a city
of immigrants, they welcome
newcomers, organize parades and

foster social connections.
But many hometown associa-

tions have become useful tools of
China’s consulate in Midtown
Manhattan, according to dozens of
group members, politicians and
former prosecutors. Some group
leaders have family or business in
China and fear the consequences
of bucking its authority. Consulate
officials have enlisted them to in-
timidate politicians who support
Taiwan or cross Beijing’s other
red lines. In one case, a Chinese in-
telligence agent and several
hometown leaders targeted the
same candidate.

This meddling may seem mod-
est, involving politicians who are
unlikely to affect international
policy. But China is determined to
quash dissent in its diaspora be-
fore it spreads back home, said
Audrye Wong, a fellow at the
American Enterprise Institute
who studies Chinese influence.

Beijing is also making a longer
bet, she said: “You never know
which politician might eventually
run for Congress at the national
level, or become a presidential
candidate.”

Many countries, including the
United States, have interfered in
politics abroad. In New York City,
federal prosecutors said that a
Turkish government official gave 

With Subtle Hand, Beijing
Steers New York Elections

City’s Heritage Clubs Help Upend Careers 
of Candidates Opposed to China

This article is by Michael
Forsythe, Jay Root, Bianca Pallaro
and David A. Fahrenthold.

Some of New York’s hometown associations, for people tied to
the same Chinese town or region, are more than a century old.
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WASHINGTON — As Presi-
dent Trump posed triumphantly
for photos with police officers,
government agents and members
of the National Guard in South-
east Washington last week, law-
yers across town in federal court
grappled with his new brand of
justice.

The stream of defendants who
shuffled through a federal court-
room on Thursday afternoon illus-
trated the new ways in which laws
are being enforced in the nation’s
capital after the president’s take-
over of the city’s police. They were
appearing before a magistrate

judge on charges that would typi-
cally be handled at the local court
level, if they were filed at all.

One man had been arrested
over an open container of alcohol.
Another had been charged with
threatening the president after
delivering a drunken outburst af-
ter his arrest on vandalism
charges. And one defendant’s gun
case so alarmed prosecutors that
they intend to drop it.

Mr. Trump has cast his crack-
down on crime as a success, and
suggested on Friday that it was a
blueprint he would seek to apply 

Crackdown in D.C. Transforms
Minor Arrests to Federal Cases

By DEVLIN BARRETT
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Kilmar Armando Abrego Gar-
cia, the immigrant who was
wrongfully expelled to El Sal-
vador in March and then brought
back to face criminal charges, was
detained again on Monday after
the administration indicated that
it planned to re-deport him to
Uganda.

The detention unfolded after
Mr. Abrego Garcia arrived at an
Immigration and Customs En-
forcement office in Baltimore and
came only three days after he was
freed from custody in the criminal
case that was filed against him in
Federal District Court in Nash-
ville.

The administration has insisted
that Mr. Abrego Garcia would
“never go free on American soil,”
and his lawyers said over the
weekend that Trump officials had
threatened to deport him to
Uganda after he was released
from jail in Tennessee.

Outside the ICE office on Mon-
day, a lawyer for Mr. Abrego Gar-
cia, Simon Sandoval-Moshenberg,
said that the stated intention of
the meeting was for an interview.
“Clearly, that was false,” he said,
adding that the immigration au-
thorities did not say why Mr.
Abrego Garcia was being de-
tained or even where he would be
taken.

The crowd of supporters de-
scended into chants of “boos” and
“shame” to the news, and immi-

Kilmar Armando Abrego Garcia, center, arriving at an Immigration and Customs Enforcement office in Baltimore on Monday.
TIERNEY L. CROSS/THE NEW YORK TIMES

ABREGO GARCIA
DETAINED AGAIN

Free for Days, Now Facing
a New Deportation

This article is by Alan Feuer,
Jazmine Ulloa and Chris Cameron.
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The artist Chris Doyle created multi-
media worlds inhabited by anthropo-
morphic machines. He was 66. PAGE A16
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Harvard Is Making Changes
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Pig-to-Human Lung Transplant

THE WEATHER

Prices in Canada may be higher $4.00

Today, partly cloudy, low humidity,
high 80. Tonight, mainly clear, low
62. Tomorrow, partly sunny, a bit
cooler, continued low humidity, high
75. Weather map is on Page B10.


