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BEIRUT — Two Israeli
strikes on a hospital in
southern Gaza on Monday
killed at least 20 people, in-
cluding five journalists, four
healthcare workers and a
civil defense worker, accord-
ing to Palestinian health au-
thorities, the World Health
Organization and video tak-
en fromthehospital.

Coming two weeks after
Israeli strikes killed six jour-
nalists in the enclave, the at-
tacks add to a tally that has
seenGazabecomethedead-

liest conflict ever recorded
for media workers and
healthcare personnel, advo-
cacy groups say.

The strikes targeted the
top floor of the Nasser Hos-
pital inKhanYunis, with the
first attack coming some-
time after 10 a.m. Roughly 10
minutes later, as a live
broadcast from a local news
channel zoomed in on civil
defense workers sifting
through the wreckage with
journalists filming nearby,
the secondmissile hit.

“Thecivildefense isgone!
They [Israel] killed the peo-
ple!” shouts a journalist

from Al-Ghad TV as the
scene is engulfed in smoke
and rubble.

Other video taken inside
themedical complexdepicts
a dust-covered man drag-
ging himself on the floor
away from the blast, while a
bloodied cameraman is es-
corted to a nursing station.
Hadil Abu Zaid, a British
doctorwith the charityMed-
ical Aid for Palestinians
visiting the intensive care
unit, in a statement de-
scribed the scene as “un-
bearable,” with “trails of
blood” across the floor.

The Gaza Health Min-

istry condemned the at-
tacks, characterizing them
as “acontinuationof thesys-
tematic destruction of the
health system and the con-
tinuationof genocide.”

In a statement on X,
World Health Organization
chief TedrosAdhanomGhe-
breyesus said 50 other peo-
ple were injured in the at-
tacks, including “critically ill
patients who were already
receiving care.” He said the
hospital’s main building,
whichhousestheemergency
department, inpatient ward
and surgical unit, was

MOURNERS carry the body of a Gaza journalist killedMonday in what some see as a “double-tap” strike.
AFP/Getty Images

5 journalists among 20 dead in
Israeli attacks onGaza hospital
Strikes follow Aug. 10 attack that killed 6 in a tent for reporters

By Nabih Bulos
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Former Vice President
Kamala Harris’ decision to
forgo a run for California
governorhascreatedawide-
open race in next year’s elec-
tion to run the nation’smost
populous state, according to
a poll released Tuesday by
UCBerkeleyandtheLosAn-
gelesTimes.

Nearly 4 in 10 registered

voters surveyed said they
are uncertain about whom
they will support in the 2026
contest to replace termed-
outGov.GavinNewsom.

“It’s very unsettled. Most
of the voters, the plurality in
this poll, are undecided,”
said Mark DiCamillo, direc-
tor of the poll, which was
conducted by UCBerkeley’s
Institute of Governmental
Studies and co-sponsored
by The Times. “They don’t
really knowmuch about the
candidates.”

Among those who had a
preference, former Demo-
cratic Rep. Katie Porter of
Irvine had a small edge as

’26 governor’s
race is wide
open, poll says
For president, voters
in California prefer
Newsom over Harris
in 2028, survey shows.

Issues of greatest concern

The top five issues for groups are in BOLD.

Statewide Dems Reps

Respondents could choose multiple issues

Lorena Iñiguez Elebee Los Angeles Times

Berkeley IGS poll
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By Seema Mehta
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COVID-19 is once again
climbing to troubling levels
in California — a worrying
trend as health officials at-
tempt to navigate a vaccine
landscape thrown into un-
certaintybydelaysanddeci-
sions from the Trump ad-
ministration.

Public health depart-
ments in Los Angeles and
Santa Clara counties have
reported jumps in the coro-
navirus concentrations de-
tected in wastewater in re-

centweeks. L.A.County also
has reported a small in-
crease in patients hospital-
izedwithCOVID.

“There is a lot of COVID
out there,” said Dr. Peter
Chin-Hong, an infectious
disease expert at UC San
Francisco. “COVID is com-
ing a little bit later than last
year.”

The rate atwhichCOVID
lab tests came back positive
in L.A. County is 12.6% for
the week that endedAug. 16,
upfrom7.6%amonthearlier.
In Orange County, it’s 14.4%,
up from8.1%.

“We are seeing outpa-
tient cases increase,” said
Dr.ElizabethE.Hudson, the
regional physician chief of
infectious diseases for Kai-
ser Permanente Southern

California seeing
new COVIDwave
Health agencies
report jump in cases of
Stratus variant tied to
Omicron strain.
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By Rong-Gong Lin II

Monsoons bring
lightning, storms
Late weather pattern,
which sparked fires
amid hot conditions,
will linger a bit longer.
CALIFORNIA, B1

Hoops at Venice
is their jam
A pickup basketball
league marks 20 years
of colorful competition
at famed beach spot.
SPORTS, B10

For the latest news,
go to latimes.com.

Weather
Mostly sunny; warm.
L.A. Basin: 86/66.B6
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EX-DEPORTEE HELD

Stephanie Scarbrough Associated Press

Kilmar Abrego Garcia joins a Baltimore rally.
He faces renewed deportation efforts. NATION, A6

Byday,hehelpsaudience
members findtheir seats.By
night, he’s onstage, com-
manding them. For actor
Tyrone Huntley, the hustle
is part of the role in Los An-
geles.

Less than 48 hours after
raising his voice to the heav-
ens as Simon in the Holly-
wood Bowl’s electric, week-
end-only production of “Je-
susChristSuperstar,”Hunt-

ley was back at the iconic
amphitheater — not under
the lights, but beneath them
— wearing a white polo and
usher’s badge, guiding con-
certgoers to their seats.

“It was surreal getting
back to work and being on
the other side of the stage,”
Huntley said, overhearing
people talk about the early
August show days later.
“They didn’t know who I
was, so I was just listening
and smiling and knowing
that we certainly made an

impression.” Even market-
ing staff at theBowl noticed,
posting him on TikTok in a
clip seen by some 30,000
viewers so far.

Huntley is one of many
working actors caught be-
tween ambition and sur-
vival.As filmandTVproduc-
tion in the region drops to
historic lows,many industry
workers have turned to serv-
ice jobs or side gigs to stay in
the entertainment capital.
The region’s slowdown has

TYRONE Huntley, center, a Hollywood Bowl usher, in “Jesus Christ Superstar.”
Farah Sosa

He’ll show you to your seat, then
take the stage like a ‘Superstar’
By Mariella Rudi
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WASHINGTON—Presi-
dent Trump took executive
action Monday threatening
to cut federal aid to cities
andcounties that offer cash-
less bail to criminal defend-
ants, a move that could
place Democratic jurisdic-
tions throughout the coun-

try under further financial
strain.

Trump’s first executive
order specifically targeted
the practice of cashless bail
in the District of Columbia,
wherethepresidenthassent
National Guard troops to
patrol the streets. His sec-
ond action directed the Jus-
tice Department to draw up
a list of jurisdictions that
have “substantially elimi-

nated cash bail as a poten-
tial condition for crimes that
pose a clear threat to public
safety and order” — a list
that would then be subject
to federal funding cuts, the
WhiteHouse said.

“That was when the big
crime in this country
started,” Trump said. “That
was when it happened.
Somebody kills somebody,
they go and don’t worry

about it — no cash, come
back in a couple of months,
we’ll give you a trial. You ne-
ver see thepersonagain.”

“They thought it was dis-
criminatory to make people
put up money because they
just killed three people lying
in the street,” he added.
“We’re ending it.”

Trump does not have the
power to unilaterally change

Trumpmight cut aid over bail laws
Funding from D.C. to L.A. is threatened. Some see cash bail as biased.
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By Michael Wilner
and Rebecca Ellis

Elon Musk on Monday
ramped up his legal feud
with OpenAI as his compa-
nies filed a new lawsuit
against OpenAI and Apple
accusing both of anti-
competitive behavior in the
artificial intelligence indus-
try in a growing clash of tech
titans.

Apple and OpenAI an-
nounced a partnership last
year that would allow Apple
customers to connect with
OpenAI’s chatbot, Chat-
GPT, on iPhones.Musk’s so-
cial media firmX and artifi-
cial intelligence company
X.AI LLC say that the deal
has hindered their ability to
compete and has locked up
markets to maintain what
they describe as Apple and
OpenAI’smonopolies.

“Plaintiffs bring this suit
to stop Defendants from
perpetrating their anti-
competitive scheme and to
recoverbillions indamages,”
accordingtothe lawsuit filed
in U.S. District Court in
Texas on Monday. Musk’s
companies, Bastrop, Texas-

Musk’s
xAI sues
Apple and
OpenAI
By Wendy Lee
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