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WASHINGTON — After
an overnight session and
hours of floor debate, the
House voted Thursday to
approve the “Big Beautiful
Bill” — clearing its final hur-
dle in a landmark achieve-
ment for President Trump,
who wrangled Republican
lawmakers to pass themost
expensive legislation in his-
toryby theFourthof July.

The 218-214 vote, which
saw two Republican mem-
bers side with the Demo-
crats in opposition, was de-
layed by a record-breaking
speechontheHouse floorby
Minority Leader Hakeem
Jeffries that lasted eight
hours and 44 minutes. “I’m
going to take my time,” Jef-
fries said before launching
into amarathon excoriation
of the legislation, its Medi-
caid cuts and itsRepublican
backers. “Shame on this in-
stitution if this bill passes.”

The bill encompasses
Trump’s domestic agenda,
extending tax breaks tomil-
lions of American house-
holds and businesses that
are projected to add trillions
tothenationaldebt.The leg-
islation also introduces new
tax relief for senior citizens,

tip and overtime workers,
andnewparents.

To offset a fraction of
thosecosts,Republicansap-
proved new barriers to ac-
cess for Medicaid and cut
funding streams under the
AffordableCareAct, placing
the healthcare of nearly 12
million Americans in
jeopardy over the next dec-
ade, according to the non-
partisan Congressional
Budget Office. Funding for
the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program, which
provides food stamps, was
also cut.

It has been a controver-
sial bill within the Republi-
can Party ever since it was
conceived at the beginning
of Trump’s second term,
with fiscal hawks decrying
its record contributions to
annual deficits, and moder-
ate Republicans fearing its
cuts to healthcare would
come back to haunt them in
future elections.

Speaking with reporters
after the vote, senior White
House officials said Trump
was the “omnipresent force
behind the legislation,”
crediting his personal re-
lationships with lawmakers
on the Hill for its ultimate
success.

“I’ve lost count of the
number of meetings the
president has had,” one
White House official said,
addingthat thebill “satisfies
virtually every campaign
promise the president

Trump cements
domestic agenda
withmegabill
The most expensive
legislation in history
clears the House after
a marathon session.

By Michael Wilner
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SPEAKERMike Johnson, top, elicits joy from Rep. LisaMcClain (R-Mich.) with
the vote tally. Above, Rep. Jimmy Gomez (D-Los Angeles) on the Capitol steps.
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TheUniversity of Califor-
nia has announced that stu-
dent governments and all
other “university entities”
are banned from boycotting
Israel, a direct response to a
Trump administration di-
rective that institutions en-
gaging in such boycotts
would not qualify for federal
medical and science re-
searchgrants.

In a letter to chancellors,
UCPresidentMichaelDrake
told campus leaders that
“boycotts of companies
based on their association
with a particular country”
were a violationof university
policy. Although UC does
not have an anti-boycott
rule on the books, Drake
said thatexistingpolicies re-
quire competitive bidding
for university contracts.
Also, campus student gov-
ernments must engage in
“sound business practices”
that abide by UC legal re-
quirements, which he said
make clear that boycotts of
nations arenot allowed.

The policies govern all
campuses, medical centers,
the Agriculture andNatural
Resources division and
LawrenceBerkeleyNational
Laboratory.

The anti-boycott letter
sent Wednesday does not
apply to student clubs,
whicharegivenwiderauton-
omy in their political posi-
tions and financial decisions
because they do not repre-
sent campuses as a whole.
They also have smaller
budgets.But the letter could
affect certain professional
school governments, suchas
at law schools,whichare for-
mally recognized by chan-
cellors as “authorized stu-
dent governments.”

UC bars
boycotts
of Israel
by some
groups
Student governments
must follow system’s
policy, which applies
to all countries.

By Jaweed Kaleem
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United States immigra-
tion agents have detained
prominent Mexican boxer
Julio César Chávez Jr. and
are working to deport him,
with officials saying he has
“an active arrest warrant in

Mexico for his involvement
in organized crime and traf-
ficking firearms, ammuni-
tion, andexplosives.”

Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement officials
arrested Chávez, 39, in Stu-
dio City on Wednesday and
are processing him for ex-
pedited removal from the
U.S., according to the De-
partment of Homeland Se-
curity,whichoversees ICE.

A Homeland Security
news release said Chávez
had been flagged as a public
safety threat, but “theBiden
administration indicated in

internal records he was not
an immigration enforce-
mentpriority.”

Last year in January, offi-
cials said, the Los Angeles
Police Department arrested
Chávez and he was charged
with illegal possession of an
assault weapon and manu-
facture or import of a short-
barreled rifle. He was later
convictedof the charges.

Chávez’s manager, Sean
Gibbons, told The Times
they are currently “working
ona few issues” followingthe
boxer’s arrest but had no
further comment.

Michael A. Goldstein, a
lawyer who has worked with
Chávez in previous cases,
said his client “was detained
outsideofhis residenceby25
or more ICE and other law
enforcement agents.”

“They blocked off his
street and tookhim into cus-
tody, leaving his family with-
out any knowledge of his
whereabouts,” Goldstein
said. “The current allega-
tionsareoutrageousandap-
pear to be designed as a
headline to terrorize the
community. Mr. Chávez is

ICE seeks to deportMexican boxer
U.S. officials allege
Julio César Chávez Jr.
is linked to a cartel
and in U.S. illegally.

By Brittny Mejia
and Eduard Cauich
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Job growth exceeded ex-
pectations in June as an un-
usual surge in public educa-
tion hiring masked a slow-
down in employment across
the rest of the economy.

Payrolls increased147,000
lastmonth, drivenbya jump
in state and local govern-
ment employment, accord-
ing to a Bureau of Labor
Statistics report released
Thursday. The unemploy-
ment rate fell to 4.1% as both
participation and the num-
berofout-of-workpeoplede-
clined.

Private payrolls rose just
74,000 inJune, the leastsince
October and largely due to
healthcare. The figures are
consistent with sluggish hir-
ing as employers grapple
with President Trump’s er-
ratic trade policy and await
congressional approval of
his signature tax legislation.

“Ignore the boost from
education jobs; private de-
mand for labor is slowing,”
Samuel Tombs, chief U.S.
economist at Pantheon
Macroeconomics, said in a
note. “The tariff tax hike, re-
strictive monetary policy
and worries about a further
intensification of the trade
war are weighing heavily on
labordemand.”

Treasury yields and the
dollar rose, while the Stand-
ard & Poor’s 500 index
opened higher as the figures
tookpressureoff theFederal
Reserve to lower interest
rates at the end of this
month. FedChair JeromeH.
Powell has said there is no
rush to reduce borrowing
costsuntil there ismoreclar-
ity about the effect of tariffs
on inflation. Price pressures
havebeensubduedthisyear.

Powell recently told law-

SCHOOLS
PROVIDE
BOOST TO
U.S. JOB
GROWTH
June statistics show
payrolls up 147,000, a
surprise amid a broad
hiring slowdown.

By Mark Niquette
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Tulare Lake was drained by farmers
more than a century ago, and it has reap-
peared only rarely when floods have re-
claimed farmlands in its ancient lake bed
in theSanJoaquinValley.

Now, a coalition of tribal leaders, com-
munity activists and environmental ad-
vocates hasbegunaneffort to restore the
lake.Theyhavebeendiscussingapropos-
al to bring back a portion of its once-vast
waters by building a reservoir fringed
with wetlands on the west side of the val-
ley,within sight of Interstate 5.

“Water brings life,” said Robert Jeff,
vice chairman of the Santa Rosa
Rancheria Tachi Yokut Tribe. “Putting
that water back on the land is going to
benefit everybodyandeverything.”

Jeff and other supporters of the con-
cept, including leaders of the nonprofit
group Friends of the River, say setting
aside space for lake restoration would
provide an outlet to capture floodwaters
whenneeded,helpingtoprotect low-lying
towns and farms. They say restoring part
of the lake and its marshes would revive
vitalhabitat forwildlife,bringing thearea
anewparkwherepeoplecouldfish,watch
migrating birds and walk along the wa-
ter’s edge.

An engineering proposal that was re-
cently submitted tostateofficials calls for
acquiring nearly 24,000 acres of farmland
near Kettleman City, Calif., and building
levees to contain the new lake and wet-

ROBERT JEFF, vice chairman of the Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut
Tribe, wants to see a rebirth for Tulare Lake and its once-vast wetlands.

Robert Gauthier Los Angeles Times

Plans are taking shape to
give Tulare Lake new life

By Ian James
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WASHINGTON — As
Americans celebrate the
Fourth of July, the Trump
administration is planning
ahead for the 250th anniver-
sary of theDeclarationof In-
dependencenext year, amo-
ment of reflection for a na-
tion beset by record-low pa-
triotism and divided by

heated culturewars over the
country’s identity.

White House officials are
actively involved in state
and local planning for the
semiquincentennial after
the president, in one of his
first acts in office, estab-
lished“TaskForce250”toor-
ganize “a grand celebration
worthy of the momentous
occasion.”

The administration has
launched a website offering
its telling of the nation’s
founding, and President
Trump’s “Big Beautiful Bill”
— which he had hoped to
passby thisFourthof July—

Trump’s big plans for
America’s big birthday
As Declaration’s 250th
year nears, his bid to
control teaching of
history sparks debate.

By Michael Wilner
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