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Medical schools are planning to
change entry requirements for
studying medicine in Irish uni-
versities following concern that
applicants are “gaming” tests
aimed at determining their apti-
tude for working in the sector.

Applicants are required to
combine their Leaving Certifi-
cate results with the Hpat
(Health Professions Admission
Test), which was introduced in
2009 to assess skills deemed im-
portant for medicine, such as
reasoning, problem-solving
and interpersonal skills.

While the 2½-hour test was
initially envisaged as one which
candidates could not study for,
there is now an extensive pri-
vate tuition industry where stu-
dents can spend up to ¤800
over 15 weeks to prepare for the
assessment.

The deans of Irish medical

schools met recently and
agreed to significantly reduce
the weighting attached to the
test, according to well-placed
sources.

The planned changes, which
will require sign-off by the aca-
demic councils of universities,
would likely have a two-year
lead-in time before they are im-
plemented, according to in-
formed sources.

LeavingCertscore
The Hpat is marked out of a to-
tal of 300 points, which is add-
ed to a candidate’s Leaving
Cert score. For example, a stu-
dent who gets 500 points in the
Leaving Cert and 200 points in
the Hpat gets a combined score
of 700 points.

Under revised plans, the
Hpat would be reduced to 150
points. This, say sources,
means the test would carry the
equivalent weight of about one
extra subject.

About 3,000 students take
the test each year, which is re-
quired to study undergraduate
medicine at the University of
Galway, the Royal College of
Surgeons in Ireland, Trinity Col-
lege Dublin, UCC and UCD.
The University of Limerick also
requires the Hpat for entry to
its master’s in occupational
therapy and speech and lan-
guage therapy.

The Hpat was introduced un-
der then minister for education
Mary Hanafin, following con-
cern that only those scoring
very high Leaving Cert points
were guaranteed entry to medi-
cine. She said at the time that
students would no longer need
a “perfect Leaving Cert” to en-
ter medicine.

However, university sources
say students who are unable to
afford extra support for their ex-
ams and Hpat tests are at a sig-
nificant disadvantage when it
comes to studying medicine.

Aptitude test downgraded by
medical schools over ‘gaming’
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One of the largest estate
agents in Ireland has launched
an internal investigation after
a homebuyer was offered a
“split” sale for a new build
home, in order for it to qualify
for the Help to Buy (HTB)
scheme.

The scheme is adminis-
tered by Revenue and pro-
vides a refund on income tax
of up to ¤30,000 to first-time
buyers on new-build proper-
ties up to a value of ¤500,000.

Thetax refund is paid direct-
ly to the contractor, who must
be approved by Revenue.

The new-build, a show
house in the Altidore estate in
Newtownmountkennedy, Co
Wicklow, was built by develop-
er DRES Properties and was
on sale for ¤525,000,

¤25,000 above the HTB cap.
In April, a prospective buy-

er contacted Sherry FitzGer-
ald asking if the developer
would consider selling this
house for ¤500,000 so it
would qualify for the Help to
Buy scheme.

The agent responded to say
that it would not qualify for
the scheme, “as it is priced
over the cap”.

When the same buyer con-
tacted the agent again in June
enquiring about the next
phase of homes, the agent said
the price of the showhouse
had been split so that it quali-
fied for HTB. “The split is
¤500,000 for the house and
¤25,000 for the flooring. You
cannot use your mortgage
amount for the ¤25,000, this
has to be part of your own
funds,” the agent said.

When the prospective buy-
er said they felt spending
¤25,000 on flooring did not
seem reasonable, the agent
said they would “offer the
property to the next person on
the list looking for HTB”.

A spokeswoman for Sherry
FitzGerald said the company

“has launched an internal in-
vestigation”.

“At this point, we believe
that this is an isolated incident
relating to a single property,”
she said. “Our client is not
privy to any negotiations with
any prospective buyer. Follow-
ing the conclusion of our inves-
tigation, we will take whatever
steps are necessary to ensure
that such a situation cannot oc-
cur again.”

When asked about the
“split deal” offer, Revenue
said while it could not com-
ment on individual cases,
what was outlined amounted
to “artificially splitting” the
sale price in order to qualify
for the scheme.

“Properties with a final val-
ue exceeding ¤500,000 do
not qualify for the Help to Buy
scheme. This threshold in-
cludes all payments made in
connection with the property,
whether made directly to
builders, through staged in-
stalments, or via separate
agreements for upgrades,
modifications or additions,”
the statement said.

Revenue said it takes “any
attempt to bypass or under-
state the full value of a proper-
ty extremely seriously. Split-
ting payments, omitting costs,
or structuring arrangements
to artificially remain below
the threshold constitutes
non-compliance”.

It said if a developer fails to
provide Revenue with the cor-
rect purchase value, they can
be liable to a penalty of
¤3,000 and Revenue can re-
move their authorisation to op-
erate the HTB scheme.

A developer or estate agent
who “knowingly assists” some-
one making a false claim “may
be guilty of an offence and lia-
ble to a fine of ¤5,000 and/or
up to 12 months prison for a
summary conviction, or a fine
of ¤126,970 and/or up to 5
years prison on conviction on
indictment”.

Developer DRES Proper-
ties did not respond to a re-
quest for comment.

Revenue takes attempts to understate a
property’s value ‘extremely seriously’
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A telecoms company with sus-
pected ties to a key arm of the
Iranian regime asked Irish dip-
lomats for help setting up busi-
ness deals in the Republic with
Eir, Vodafone and Three, in-
ternal correspondence shows.

The Iranian company
linked to the Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps (IRGC)
requested the help of the Irish
Embassy in Tehran at the start
of this year to line up mobile
roaming agreements with sev-
eral Irish networks.

In a January 6th letter, seen
by The Irish Times, the Mobile
Company of Iran (MCI) said it
wanted to expand its roaming
coverage to Ireland, “consider-
ing the friendly relations” be-
tween the two countries.

MCI is one of the largest tel-
ecoms firms in Iran and is
owned by a company believed
to be under the control of the
IRGC. The revolutionary
guard is a military force, but
also controls sections of many
important economic indus-
tries in Iran. It oversees covert
operations and plays a central
role in aiding Middle East
proxy militias, such as Hamas
and Hizbullah.

“We would like to express
our gratitude for the consist-
ent efforts of the Embassy of
Ireland in strengthening bilat-
eral relations between the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran and Ire-
land,” the letter from MCI to

the Irish Embassy said. The
Iranian company claimed it
had international roaming
deals in place with nearly 200
operators across 110 coun-
tries, where local providers ex-
tend mobile phone coverage
to customers travelling from
foreign countries.

“We kindly request the es-
teemed Embassy of Ireland to
facilitate and support the es-
tablishment of international
roaming agreements with ac-
tive operators in Ireland
(Three, Vodafone, and Eir),”
the letter said.

The Irish Ambassador to
Iran, Laoise Moore, did not re-
spond to the letter, a copy of
which was released to The
Irish Times following a Free-
dom of Information Act re-
quest.

Vodafone previously had a
roaming deal with MCI, but
cut ties in the last year.

Three Ireland did not re-
spond to queries about wheth-
er it was involved in any discus-
sions to sign a roaming deal
with the Iranian company.

An Eir spokeswoman said
its roaming agreements were
“established in full compli-
ance with existing internation-
al legal frameworks”. Eir did
not respond to specific ques-
tions about MCI.

A Department of Foreign
Affairs spokesman said the
IRGC was subject to economic
sanctions,but theMobile Com-
pany of Iran itself was not.

Iranian firm
sought help of
Irish Embassy
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Telecoms company linked to regime
asked Irish diplomats to ‘facilitate’ deals
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