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BY DAN ROSENZWEIG-ZIFF, 
JASMINE HILTON 

AND ANNIE GOWEN

Yaron Lischinsky was a pho-
tographer who played soccer 
and had long wanted to be a 
diplomat. Sarah Lynn Milgrim 
was an environmentalist who 
tried to forge relationships to 
bring peace.

The couple met while working 
for the Israeli Embassy: Lischin-
sky, 30, an Israeli citizen, was a 
research assistant in the embas-
sy’s political department. Mil-

grim, 26, who grew up in the 
Kansas City area, organized mis-
sions and visits to Israel.

Lischinsky and Milgrim often 
attended Jewish events in Wash-
ington and had planned to move 
in together in July, according to 
friends and others who knew 
them.

They were scheduled to fly to 
Israel to meet his parents in the 
coming days, “so we assumed it 
was very serious,” Robert Mil-
grim, Sarah’s father, said in an 
interview.

see victims on A7

Before victims were gunned down, 
they pursued their dreams together

Courtesy of Robert Milgrim

Sarah Milgrim and Yaron Lischinsky in D.C. this year. He hoped to 
propose on their upcoming trip to meet his parents in Israel.

BY DANIELLE 
DOUGLAS-GABRIEL, 

SUSAN SVRLUGA 
AND LAURA MECKLER

The Department of Homeland 
Security on Thursday revoked 
Harvard University’s certification 
to admit foreign students, making 
good on a threat by President Don-
ald Trump and escalating his fight 
with the Ivy League school.

Homeland Security Secretary 
Kristi L. Noem ordered the agency 
to terminate Harvard’s Student 
and Exchange Visitor Program 
(SEVP) certification, which allows 
U.S. universities to admit interna-
tional students, for allegedly 
allowing “anti-American, pro- 
terrorist” foreigners “to harass 
and physically assault individuals 
… and obstruct its once-venerable 
learning environment.” The secre-

tary also accused the university of 
working with the Chinese Com-
munist Party by hosting and train-
ing members of its paramilitary 
group.

The decision means Harvard 
can no longer enroll foreign stu-
dents, and existing international 

see harvard on A2

DHS yanks Harvard’s admission of foreign students

BY JUSTIN JOUVENAL,
LAURA MECKLER

AND ANN E. MARIMOW

The Supreme Court dead-
locked Thursday over the consti-
tutionality of what would have 
been nation’s first public religious 
charter school, blocking the cre-
ation of a Catholic institution that 
would have reshaped American 
education and blurred the line 
between church and state.

With only eight justices voting, 
the Supreme Court’s 4-4 tie leaves 
in place an Oklahoma Supreme 
Court ruling that St. Isidore of 
Seville Catholic Virtual School 
would violate state law and the 
U.S. Constitution.

A ruling for St. Isidore would 
have allowed, for the first time, 
direct and complete taxpayer 
funding to establish a faith-based 
charter school, legalizing govern-
ment sponsorship of a curricu-
lum that calls for students to 
adhere to Catholic beliefs and the 
church’s religious mission.

Instead, the current landscape 
of government funding for reli-
gious schools remains intact. Un-
der previous court rulings, tax-
payer money may be used for 
vouchers to pay tuition at reli-
gious schools. But public schools 
— including charter schools — 
may not include religious teach-

see COURT on A8

Deadlocked  
justices block 
first religious 
public school
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‘Everything on fire all at once’
A small plane crashed in San Diego’s Murphy Canyon neighborhood Thursday morning, killing 
at least two and setting several homes ablaze. Eight people on the ground were hurt.  Story, A3

This story is by Tom Jackman, 
Dana Hedgpeth, Emily Davies, 
Kate Brady and Kyle Swenson

A young couple who had just 
attended a Jewish diplomatic re-
ception stepped out onto a quiet 
street in downtown Washington 
on Wednesday night and were 
suddenly shot and killed, sending 
shock waves through the city that 
reverberated around the world.

 On Thursday the alleged gun-
man, a Chicago man who support-
ed the Palestinian cause, was 
charged with two counts of first-
degree murder and murder of for-
eign officials, a death-penalty-eli-
gible offense. Investigators said he 
confessed to the shootings at the 
scene.

The victims, Yaron Lischinsky, 
30, and Sarah Lynn Milgrim, 26, 
were about to get engaged and 
had devoted their lives to further-
ing peace. Both worked in the 
Israeli Embassy in Washington. 
They were among more than 100 
people attending a “Young Diplo-
mats Reception” hosted by the 
American Jewish Committee at 
the Capital Jewish Museum near 
the corner of Third and F streets 
NW.

Police said the assailant paced 
outside the reception before he 
approached a group of four people 
who emerged from the museum 
and began shooting after walking 
past them. Court records indicat-
ed the entire incident was cap-
tured by surveillance cameras.

The assailant then walked into 
the lobby of the museum and sat 
down, one witness told The Wash-
ington Post. “He was sitting there 
and someone got him a glass of 

see shooting on A6

Death, shock at  Jewish museum 

Evelyn Hockstein/Reuters

Members of Misaskim, a Jewish group that helps grieving families, gather remains where two Israeli Embassy staffers were shot in D.C.

2 Israeli embassy 
workers killed

Suspect in D.C. shootings 
charged with murder
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BY JACOB BOGAGE, 
MARIANNA SOTOMAYOR, 

MATTHEW CHOI 
AND PAUL KANE

House Republicans approved 
President Donald Trump’s sprawl-
ing tax and immigration agenda 
Thursday morning, sending to the 
Senate legislation that the GOP 
hopes will transform the federal 
government and the economy and 
power the White House’s drive to 
deport immigrants and build up 
the military.

Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill, 
as the measure is formally known, 
extends trillions of dollars in tax 
cuts from his first term along with 
new campaign promises — includ-
ing no taxes on tips and overtime 
wages — and hundreds of billions 
of dollars in new spending.

But the legislation, which 
passed 215-214-1 after marathon 
talks, carries a hefty price tag. The 
latest projection from the Con-
gressional Budget Office, lawmak-
ers’ nonpartisan bookkeeper, 
showed it will add $2.4 trillion 
over 10 years to the national debt, 
which already exceeds $36 tril-
lion.

To offset the cost, the measure 
would slash spending on social 
safety net programs by more than 
$1 trillion over 10 years. Even then, 

see House Budget on A14

Mammoth 
spending 
bill passes 
House vote

After marathon talks, it 
heads to Senate, where 

price tag may be a pitfall

BY MARTINE POWERS 
AND SPENCER S. HSU

It was mid-April, and Ed Mar-
tin knew his nomination was in 
danger.

The interim U.S. attorney for 
the District of Columbia had 
been in the job for about three 
months. But a cascade of revela-
tions — about his actions in 
office, his ties to the Jan. 6, 2021, 
rioters and his sketchy Senate 
disclosures, among others — had 
left some Senate Republicans in 
doubt as to whether they could 
stomach a vote to install him 
permanently in the role.

Thus started Martin’s final 
three-week sprint to win over 
members of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, an effort that one 
witness said grew “frantic” as 
Martin’s prospects faded.

In the end, his efforts failed. 
Earlier this month, President 
Donald Trump said he was with-
drawing Martin’s nomination 
and swapping in former judge 
and Fox News personality Jean-
ine Pirro. Martin would be 
placed in a different job within 
the Justice Department.

Days later, Martin gave a brisk 
explanation for why he believed 
his nomination had imploded. 
He pointed to opposition from 
one senator: Thom Tillis (R-
North Carolina), who Martin 
said “had some objections that 
he expressed, and that blocked 
it.”

But the reality behind the 
scenes was more complicated, 
according to interviews with 
more than 20 individuals, all of 
whom spoke on the condition of 
anonymity to discuss private dis-
cussions or avoid reprisals. A 
number of Republican senators 
were uneasy about Martin’s nom-
ination, several Senate aides 
said, and grew more so as Martin 
served in his job in an interim 
capacity and pursued a no-holds-
barred mission to remake the 
U.S. attorney’s office.

The result was a steady deteri-
oration of his chances as Trump 
lost patience trying to persuade 
senators to support Martin. In 
the end, the failure of Martin’s 
nomination revealed a shifting 
relationship between Trump and 
Senate Republicans — and the 
limits of Trump’s power over 
them. While they had green-lit 
other controversial Trump nomi-
nees, they found something 
uniquely intolerable in Martin. 
And the president backed down.

Martin, a 55-year-old former 
chief of staff for a Missouri 

see martin on A16

 Martin’s failure shows 
Trump’s hold has limits
Facing protracted battle 

with his party’s senators, 
president walked away
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