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Ireland has performed a
U-turn to oppose contentious
European Union reforms
aimed at broadening access to
new drugs and medicines, fol-
lowing a blitz of lobbying from
big pharmaceutical compa-
nies over recent months.

The proposed reforms
would cut back an eight-year
window pharma companies
currently have to exclusively
sell new drugs they produce,
before cheaper generic com-
petitors enter the market.

Taoiseach Micheál Martin,
Ministers and senior civil serv-
ants have all been on the re-
ceiving end of a significant
push from the pharma sector,
to get Ireland to adopt a pro-in-
dustry position in the EU de-
bate.

Irish health officials had
been keen on the reforms im-
proving access to new drugs.
Allowing generic drugmakers
into the market earlier would
potentially result in cheaper
prices for the Health Service
Executive when buying medi-
cines for public patients.

Speaking yesterday, Minis-
ter for Enterprise Peter Burke
confirmed the Government
had shifted its stance. It now
“accepted” companies should
retain the eight years of mar-
ket dominance over new
drugs they developed, he said.

Ireland has joined Den-
mark, Germany, Italy, Sweden
and several other EU coun-
tries who support the pharma
industry’s position ahead of a
forthcoming vote in Brussels.

A compromise that would
encourage companies to con-
duct more clinical trials in EU
states, to earn back one lost
year of protection from gener-
ic rivals, is the other option on
the table in the vote.

The original idea was to al-
low companies win back extra
years of “protection” over
their research and data from

clinical trials if they rolled out
new drugs across the EU more
quickly.

Pharmaceutical firms op-
pose the proposals, which
they claim would make compa-
nies less likely to develop new
medicines in Europe.

Several pharma giants
based in Ireland, such as Pfiz-
er, Eli Lilly, Novo Nordisk and
Johnson & Johnson (J&J),
stepped up pressure on the
Government to back the indus-
try line, new logs of lobbying
disclosures show.

Much of the lobbying fo-
cused on getting the ear of Mr
Martin and Department of the
Taoiseach secretary general
John Callinan.

Oliver O’Connor, head of
the Irish Pharmaceutical
Healthcare Association
(IPHA), argued there were al-
ternative ways to improve ac-
cess to new medicines, in re-
cent correspondence to sever-
al departments.

The industry group chief
wrote to Mr Martin directly,
calling for the Government to
take account of the major role
the pharma sector played in
Europe’s economy.

A lobbyist from J&J raised
the matter with Robert Watt,
Department of Health secre-
tary general, on the margins of
a think tank event in Dublin
earlier this year. The pharma
firm followed up in writing af-
terwards, making the case for
“protecting” the system.

When the new Government
was formed both Minister for
Health Jennifer Carroll Mac-
Neill and Mr Burke got letters
of congratulations from the
head of J&J’s Irish operations,
Michaela Hagenhofer.

The US pharma company
asked that support for compa-
nies’ intellectual property
rights “be reflected” in Ire-
land’s position at the Europe-
an level, according to filings
disclosing the lobbying.

Danish pharma giant Novo
Nordisk, which makes the
blockbuster weight-loss drug
Ozempic, also made represen-
tations. The head of Novo Nor-
disk’s Irish operation, Nina
ThereseHovland, lobbied Min-
ister for Finance Paschal
Donohoe at a dinner hosted by
consulting firm EY.
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SEÁN DUKE

Sea temperatures off the west-
ern and southern coasts of Ire-
land are above normal and con-
stitute a marine heatwave, cli-
matologists have said.

UK Met Office data placed
the marine heatwave at the “ex-
treme” end of the spectrum,
with sea surface temperatures
up to 4 degrees above normal.

“Yes, it is a marine heatwave
currently,” said Paul Moore, a
climatologist at Met Éireann.

“This background warming
is always there, but when atmos-
pheric conditions are favoura-
ble, as they have been in our re-
gion during spring, this can en-
hance the warming in localised
areas, leading to marine heat-
waves.”

Data showing above average
temperatures has been con-
firmed from a number of sourc-
es, including figures gathered

by Europe’s Copernicus
earth-monitoring satellite, and
the Irish Marine Data Buoy Ob-
servation Network.

This spring was dominated
byhigh-pressure weather condi-
tions, mostly just to the north of
Ireland and Britain, said Mr
Moore. This has resulted in
above average sunshine, he
said, and below average winds,
generally coming from an east-
erly direction.

“This has led to the top layer
of seas around us warming up
at an increased rate, leading to
the sea surface temperatures
we are seeing now.”

The last time Ireland had sea
surface temperatures this high
was in June 2023.

“This followed a very dry and
sunny period during the second
half of May and early June that
year. Research has linked the
marine heatwave then to the re-
cord warm June in both Ireland

and the UK.”
The reason the west and

south coasts had been most af-
fected, said Mr Moore, was be-
cause of the mostly easterly
winds those areas experienced
during May. These easterlies
carry warmer air off the land,
and this warms the sea faster.

Marine heatwaves have had
“devastating consequences” in
other parts of the world over
the last few years, said Moore.

“They can potentially cause
widespread bleaching of coral
reefs, the proliferation of harm-
ful algal blooms, the displace-
ment of marine species, and the
disruption of entire food
chains.”

Dr Manuela Truebano, from
the school of biological and ma-
rine sciences at the University
of Plymouth, said the marine
heatwave is “unprecedented be-
cause it is happening so early in
the year”.
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GORDON MANNING

Croke Park hosted a landslide
victory last night, but one like
no other after 98 per cent of del-
egates at the Camogie Associa-
tion’s Special Congress voted in
favour of allowing players the
choice to wear shorts or skorts.

The shorts-skorts issue has
generated huge debate over the
last three weeks since the Dub-
lin and Kilkenny players were
told to change clothing ahead
of their Leinster semi-final.

Subsequent player protests
and a huge level of public dis-
course on the matter prompted
camogie president Brian Mol-
loy to call a Special Congress,
and at Croke Park last night it
took the 133 delegates less than
half an hour to make one of the
most historic decisions in the
121-year history of the associa-
tion.

“There was a very strong
round of applause as soon as
the vote was announced,” said
Molloy.

“People are very happy
about this, people are very posi-
tive about this and the key
piece, and I said it in the note
that I issued out to the chairs
two weeks ago, is that we’re not
getting rid of skorts.

“Tens of thousands of girls
around the country enjoy play-
ing camogie in skorts and tens
of thousands of girls around the
country would prefer to wear
shorts and that’s what we’ve
now enabled.

“We’ve enabled that within

our association and it’s a histor-
ic day for the association be-
cause it comes into effect from
midnight tonight.”

With a raft of championship
games scheduled this weekend,

Saturday will see camogie play-
ers wear shorts in competitive
action for the very first time.

Last night’s meeting, which
started at 7.30pm, was held in
camera but members of the me-
dia, assembled in another room
in Croke Park, were informed
just before 8pm that a result
had been reached.

“From my perspective it’s a
fantastic victory for choice, it’s
a fantastic victory for the play-
ers and it’s a fantastic opportu-
nity for us to attract more play-

ers who maybe don’t like play-
ing in skorts,” added Molloy.

“I personally have two daugh-
ters who play and they would be
advocates of skorts. I got so
many messages over the last
number of weeks, obviously the
high profile messages were
about girls who wanted to play
in shorts but I got loads of mes-
sages from people who prefer
to play in the skort.”

‘Extreme’ marine heatwave
in waters off Irish coast
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■ Brian Molloy
said the vote
would give
players a choice
between shorts
and skorts.

Ireland
U-turns to
oppose EU
pharma
reforms
Lobbying blitz by pharma industry
convinced Government to backtrack

Proposed reforms sought to broaden
access to new drugs and medicines
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Irish officials
had ben keen

on the reforms
improving access
to new drugs

‘Historic’ skort vote a ‘fantastic victory for choice’
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Irish actor
Paul Mescal attends
the photocall for
The History of
Sound during the
78th annual
Cannes Film
Festival yesterday.
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