
that 2,000 chrysanthemum cuttings or-
dered from Canada will be ensnared in the 
countries’ tariff dispute.

A third-generation farmer, Jacob and his 
family are mainstays in this community 
near the Fort Leavenworth Army installa-
tion where they grow vegetables on 15 acres, 
as well as other crops — mostly hay to feed 
their cattle and sheep — on more than 500 
acres. On their wedding day 11 years ago, he 
and Jennifer rode the biggest tractor they 
could borrow through the main street from 
the chapel to the reception, the bride sitting 
shotgun in her flowing dress.

But a decade of farming has taken a toll, 
see farm on A8

I n the dawn light at his first farmers 
market of the year, Jacob Thomas set out 
lush Bibb lettuce he’d cut just hours 

before, plump stalks of green and purple 
asparagus and coolers with 60 dozen blue 
and brown-speckled eggs.

Soon the downtown market would fill 
with customers he hadn’t seen since fall, 
when he and his wife, Jennifer, were making 
ambitious plans for the future. So much 
now depended on these customers. The 
young couple had taken a 10 percent hit 
when the Trump administration abruptly 
cut $1 billion from two programs that sup-
plied local produce and meat to schools and 
food banks across the country. Robust sales 

here would help offset that $8,000 loss.
There have been other blows, too, which 

collectively have put the Thomases’ small 
farm operation — always just barely making 
it — on even shakier financial footing.

Plans for a new warehouse and an expan-
sion of their farm store are up in the air 
because of the administration pausing, then 
unpausing a $750,000 federal agriculture 
grant. They plowed up a spot for a new 
greenhouse only to learn that another grant, 
for $8,000, would never come. They worry 
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AND RICKY CARIOTI
 in Leavenworth, Kan.
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A struggling Kansas farm family digs in 
The Thomases, who voted for Trump, are now grappling with deep federal cuts. They’re worried.

Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post

Farmhands Joseph Young,  Simon Peter Lowrance and Josie Parsons harvest onions at Jacob Thomas’s farm in northeast Kansas. 

BY MARK BERMAN 
AND PERRY STEIN

The Justice Department 
moved Wednesday to drop  
police-accountability agreements 
with Minneapolis and Louisville, 
abandoning the Biden adminis-
tration’s attempt to reshape law 
enforcement in cities where high-
profile killings by officers ignited 
widespread outrage.

Harmeet K. Dhillon, who leads 
the Justice Department’s civil 
rights division, also said the gov-
ernment would close Biden-era 

investigations of other local po-
lice departments — including in 
Phoenix, Memphis and Okla-
homa City — and retract the 
government’s conclusions that 
those agencies had violated the 
Constitution.

Dhillon announced the deci-
sion to back away from broader 
federal oversight of police just 
days before the fifth anniversary 
of George Floyd’s death at the 
hands of officers in Minneapolis 
in 2020, which helped set off 
worldwide racial justice protests 

see Police on A2

DOJ backs away 
from reforming 
law enforcement 
Minneapolis, Louisville deals abandoned

Days before fifth anniversary of George Floyd’s death

Relations Committee staffer over-
seeing the foreign assistance pro-
gram and writing the annual for-
eign aid authorization bill. He 
then entered local politics, win-
ning election to the Fairfax Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors in 1995 

see Connolly on A5

County. He was 75.
His staff director, Jamie Smith, 

confirmed the death. Mr. Connol-
ly announced in November that 
he had been diagnosed with 
esophageal cancer, just days after 
winning reelection to his ninth 
term in the House of Representa-
tives.

As a young man, Mr. Connolly 
spent a decade as a Senate Foreign 

BY ANUSHA MATHUR

Gerry Connolly, a Democratic 
congressman who played a large 
part in Northern Virginia’s trans-
formation from a bedroom com-
munity into a thriving technology 
hub and who steadfastly defend-
ed federal workers’ rights in the 
face of Trump-era rollbacks, died 
May 21 at his home in Fairfax 

Congressman in federal workers’ corner
Democrat also served as a driving force for Northern Va.’s transformation

Gerry Connolly 1950-2025

Kayla Bartkowski/Getty Images

Rep. Gerry Connolly, the House Oversight Committee’s top Democrat, attends a meeting in March.

BY OLIVIA GEORGE

More than two dozen tanks, 34 
horses, 50 helicopters and thou-
sands of troops — many in period 
costume from past wars — will be 
part of the sweeping military cel-
ebration in D.C. next month to 
honor the Army’s 250th birthday, 
officials announced Wednesday, 
offering new details on the multi-
million-dollar event.

The festivities for June 14 — 
which is also President Donald 
Trump’s 79th birthday — will fea-
ture country singers Noah Hicks 
and Scotty Hasting, Army officials 
said at a news conference about 
specifics of an extravaganza that 
could cost the Army alone an esti-
mated $25 million to $45 million.

Army spokesman Steve Warren 
said Wednesday he did not have an 
estimate for the entire govern-
ment’s cost.

“That amount of money is 
dwarfed by 250 years of service 
and sacrifice that American sol-
diers have given this country,” War-
ren said. “This is an opportunity to 
really strengthen the connection 
between America and her Army.”

Events are planned across the 
country and around the globe, of-
ficials said. But the occasion is 
unlikely to engulf a city quite like 
the nation’s capital, where the Na-
tional Mall will host a day-long 

see parade on A2

Army details 
festivities, but 
not cost, of 
D.C. parade

BY CLEVE R. WOOTSON JR., 
MATT VISER 

AND LESLEY WROUGHTON

President Donald Trump 
pressed South African President 
Cyril Ramaphosa to protect White 
Afrikaner farmers from violent at-
tacks in an extraordinary Oval 
Office confrontation Wednesday 
in which it fell to others to remind 
Trump of the nation’s long-stand-
ing epidemic of violence against 

both White and Black people.
Trump amplified false claims 

that White Afrikaners have been 
victims of a genocide, even show-
ing video of crosses and earthen 
mounds that he said represented 
more than 1,000 grave sites of mur-
dered farmers. The mounds were 
in fact part of a protest against the 
violence, not actual graves.

Trump also made no mention of 
South Africa’s violent and discrim-
inatory history of White rule be-
fore the end of apartheid.

Ramaphosa stared straight 
ahead during the exchange, occa-
sionally moving in his seat and 

see south africa on A7

Trump confronts leader 
of S. Africa over farmers

In Oval Office meeting, 
president pushes false 

claims of White genocide

view, as well as access to a lawyer, 
an interpreter and other accom-
modations.

Going forward, he wrote, the 
government must give detainees 
10 days to challenge their remov-
al to nations in which they are not 
citizens and maintain the possi-
bility of reopening their immigra-
tion cases for additional review.

The precise number of deport-
ees who will be granted inter-
views remained unclear Wednes-
day. The Department of Home-
land Security said it deported 
eight men, seven of whom are not 
citizens of South Sudan. In his 
order, Murphy granted screening 
interviews to six men, though he 
did not specify which ones.

“To be clear, this is not one of 
those hard cases,” Murphy wrote. 
He also said that “no reasonable 
interpretation” of his initial order 
on April 18 stipulating that the 
administration cannot remove 
migrants without sufficient no-
tice could justify the removals 
Tuesday.

He wrote that the immigrants 
deported a day earlier “had fewer 
than 24 hours’ notice, and zero 
business hours’ notice, before 
being put on a plane and sent to a 
country as to which the U.S. 
Department of State issues the 
following warning: ‘Do not travel 
to South Sudan due to crime, 
kidnapping, and armed conflict.’”

see deportations on A7

BY MARIA SACCHETTI 
AND MARIANNE LEVINE

A federal judge in Massachu-
setts said Wednesday that the 
Trump administration violated a 
court order by attempting to 
deport several migrants to South 
Sudan and ordered U.S. officials 
to interview them to determine 
whether they have a reasonable 
fear of harm if they are deported 
to the conflict-ridden nation.

The extraordinary outcome 
followed a contentious court 
hearing over the fate of the men 
from Cuba, Vietnam, Myanmar,  
Laos and Mexico who were hasti-
ly removed from the United 
States a day earlier after federal 
authorities determined they had 
committed serious crimes and 
their homelands would not take 
them back.

U.S. District Judge Brian E. 
Murphy wrote that the “hurried 
and confused” notice the federal 
government had given the de-
portees Tuesday was unreason-
able. He directed authorities to 
conduct screenings of the men to 
determine if they qualify for hu-
manitarian protection and stipu-
lated they must have at least 72 
hours’ notice ahead of the inter-

U.S. o∞cials are ordered 
to interview deportees
Judge: Migrants must be 
given chance to challenge  

relocation to S. Sudan 
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in from friends and colleagues. B1

Papal mediator: Trump says pope 
could host Russia and Ukraine. A12

Court action: Order to facilitate 
Venezuelan’s return is upheld.  B1


