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BY ADAM TAYLOR 
AND MARTINE POWERS

The Trump administration has 
devised plans to spend up to $250 
million earmarked for foreign as-
sistance to fund instead the re-
moval and return of people from 
active conflict zones, including 
700,000 Ukrainian and Haitian 
migrants who fled to the United 
States amid extreme, ongoing vio-
lence back home, according to 
draft internal documents re-
viewed by The Washington Post.

The proposal, which has not 
been previously reported, was in 
development before a related May 
5 announcement from the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security de-
claring that immigrants who vol-
unteer to “self-deport” to their 
home countries would be eligible 
for $1,000 stipends from the U.S. 
government.

While prior administrations 
have supported using taxpayer 
funds for the voluntary repatria-
tion of migrants, the proposal de-
veloped under President Donald 
Trump is unusual because it in-
cludes people who escaped from 
some of the most dangerous parts 
of the world and appears intended 
to bypass the International Or-
ganization for Migration (IOM), a 
U.N.-affiliated body that typically 
aids in returning migrants to their 

see migrants on A15

DHS bid 
would 
relocate 
migrants

suggests using 
$250M in aid funds

Thousands would be 
returned to conflict zones
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BY RACHEL ROUBEIN 
AND LENA H. SUN

The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration unveiled plans Tuesday to 
narrow its approval for updated 
coronavirus vaccines to older 
adults and people with at least one 
health condition that puts them at 
high risk for severe disease, mark-
ing a significant shift in the agen-
cy’s approach to green-lighting 
the shots.

The new guidelines indicate 
that updated vaccines will prob-
ably be available in the fall for 
Americans over the age of 65, as 
well as those older than 6 months 
who have at least one condition 
putting them at higher risk of 
severe illness, such as people with 
asthma, diabetes, cancer and 
obesity, in addition to pregnant 
women. Top FDA leaders estimate 
more than 100 million Americans 
would be eligible for the shots 
under the new framework. In past 
years, the shots have been broadly 
recommended, including to chil-
dren and generally healthy adults.

It was not immediately clear 
whether healthy people under 65 
would be able to get the shots or 
whether insurers would pay for 
them if so. Health experts said 
that whether individuals outside 
those risk groups would have to 
pay out of pocket for coronavirus 
shots depends on how the guide-
lines are written, and some ex-
pressed concern that the agency 
was usurping the role of the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention.

“If they do not make it permis-
sive — meaning that individuals 

see vaccine on A22

FDA might 
limit access  
to shots for 
coronavirus
Agency plans to approve 
vaccines for those over 
65 or with health issues

BY WILLIAM WAN
AND HANNAH NATANSON

The president had called federal employ-
ees “crooked” and “dishonest,” and his 
deputies had vowed to purge them from 
government and make them suffer. And 
now, on the sixth day of Trump’s second 
term, a federal health researcher was miss-
ing.

Her husband searched every room of 
their Baltimore townhouse, calling her 
name. “Caitlin?”

Caitlin Cross-Barnet had struggled with 
depression, and now her husband, Mike, 

found her on their narrow, third-floor fire 
escape. As he tried to coax her back in, she 
replied: “It’s not high enough to jump.”

On the 26th day of Trump’s term, Richard 
Midgette, 28, was fired from his IT job at 
Yellowstone National Park. He drove to the 
only bridge in his town, stopping just past 
its edge. From the car, he listened to the 
rushing of the water and, for the first time, 
contemplated whether to end his life.

On the 30th day of Trump’s term, Mo-
nique Lockett, 53, tried to block out the 
stress. The U.S. DOGE Service was demand-
ing access to sensitive databases she 
worked on at the Social Security Adminis-

tration. Her top boss had just been forced to 
resign, and rumors of layoffs were brewing. 
Monique settled into her cubicle just before 
8 a.m., then slumped to the floor.

When Trump took office in January, 
2.4 million people worked for the federal 
government, making it America’s largest 
employer. In four months, Trump and a 
chainsaw-wielding Elon Musk have hacked 
off chunks of government in the name of 
efficiency, with tactics rarely seen in public 
or private industry. The cuts so far repre-
sent just 6 percent of the federal workforce, 
but they have effectively wiped out entire 

see federal workers on A10

‘We want to put them in trauma’
MAGA figure’s quote echoes as federal workers tell of panic attacks, depression,  suicidal thoughts

Louise Johns/For The Washington Post

Federal worker Richard Midgette was left in despair by his firing at Yellowstone. Friend Kat Brekken answered his call for help.  

police took this technology a step 
further, utilizing a private net-
work of more than 200 facial 
recognition cameras to watch 
over the streets, constantly mon-
itoring for wanted suspects and 
automatically pinging officers’ 
mobile phones through an app to 
convey the names and current 
locations of possible matches.

This appears out of step with a 
2022 city council ordinance, 
which limited police to using 
facial recognition only for 
searches of specific suspects in 
their investigations of violent 
crimes and never as a more 
generalized “surveillance tool” 
for tracking people in public 

see new orleans on A6

BY DOUGLAS MACMILLAN 
AND AARON SCHAFFER

NEW ORLEANS — For two years, 
New Orleans police secretly re-
lied on facial recognition tech-
nology to scan city streets in 
search of suspects, a surveillance 
method without a known prec-
edent in any major American city 
that may violate municipal 
guardrails around use of the 
technology, an investigation by 
The Washington Post has found.

Police increasingly use facial 
recognition software to identify 
unknown culprits from still im-
ages, usually taken by surveil-
lance cameras at or near the 
scene of a crime. New Orleans 

Camera network secretly 
aided New Orleans police

Authorities pause use of a facial recognition 
system after records requests from The Post  

Edmund D. Fountain/For The Washington Post

A Project NOLA security camera keeps watch over the corner of Conti Street and Burgundy Street in 
New Orleans on May 8. Project NOLA buys and manages many of the cameras that the police relied on.

BY ROBYN DIXON, 
ELLEN FRANCIS, 

ANTHONY FAIOLA 
AND ISOBEL KOSHIW

A phone call between Presi-
dent Donald Trump and Russian 
President Vladimir Putin shut 
down an effort to pressure Russia 
into an immediate ceasefire and 
instead opened the way for fight-
ing to continue during lengthy 
negotiations — much to the con-

sternation of Ukraine and its 
European allies Tuesday.

Trump’s unwillingness to push 
Russia into a truce indicated that 
he may be stepping away from 
involvement in the talks, some-
thing that his team has been 
flagging for weeks. Trump said 
Monday that the conditions for a 
ceasefire could only be agreed by 
the warring parties “because they 
know details of a negotiation that 
nobody else would be aware of.”

Just over a week ago, Euro-
pean leaders were planning with 
U.S. officials to wield new sanc-
tions against Russia if it did not 
agree to a ceasefire in Ukraine. 
But despite Trump’s exhortations 
for months that the fighting must 
stop immediately, the president 
who once promised to end the 
war in a day appeared not only to 
sidestep the European plans, but 
also to abandon his own call for a 
swift ceasefire.

In the course of Monday’s 
phone call, Putin managed to add 
a new delaying element to the 
process: the need for each side to 
draft a “memorandum” on the 
terms of a future peace treaty, a 
move that may leave Ukraine 
vulnerable while talks drag on.

“There is no time frame and 
see ukraine on A14

Trump backs o≠ ceasefire e≠ort after call with Putin

BY CLEVE R. WOOTSON JR. 
AND MARIANNA SOTOMAYOR

President Donald Trump cart-
ed his bully pulpit to Capitol Hill 
on Tuesday, trying to persuade — 
and, at times, threatening — con-
gressional holdouts to support 
the White House’s budget bill, 
which could determine whether 
he regains the momentum he had 
early in his second administration 
or sees his agenda stall.

The massive tax and immigra-
tion bill, which is central to 
Trump’s second-term plans, nar-
rowly passed the House Budget 
Committee on Sunday and faces 
continued resistance both from 
moderates and from GOP hard-
liners concerned about spending. 
House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-
Louisiana) and his leadership 
team must muscle the legislation 
through the House’s historically 
narrow majority, where they can 
lose only three Republicans for a 
successful vote.

see trump on A4

President 
lauds, warns 
‘unified’ GOP 
on budget bill

His agenda at stake, 
Trump presses holdouts 
during Capitol Hill visit ‘Shadow fleet’: A guide to Russia’s  

stealthy network of cargo ships. A14

Venezuelans: High court’s ruling 
leaves many in Miami anxious.  A13

GOP factions: Bill will test whether 
the “five families” can unite. A8

Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post

 Joe Biden’s last known prostate 
cancer screening was in 2014, 
his office says, undercutting 
GOP speculation his team knew 
of diagnosis earlier. Story, A2


