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Belfast’sgotthatbuzzwasthe
taglineforthecitywhenwelived
thereyearsago.Itneverreallyrang
true,oratleastnotintheway
thetourismofficialshoped.
Itdoesnowthough

Opera in Bratislava
4 nights, departing 26 June 2025
FROM €1289 PER PERSON SHARING
• Return flight from Dublin
• Four nights in the Crowne Plaza Bratislava Hotel
• Panoramic city tour of Bratislava
• Excursion to Vienna. Marvel at the architectural wonder that is Vienna and admire the
city’s historic landmarks

• Excursion to Hof Palace to glimpse thewealth and power of the Habsburg Empire at its peak
• Pre-opera three-course dinner
• Nabucco in the Slovak National Theatre

Opera, Music & Art in Vienna
4 nights, departing 08 October 2025
FROM €2239 PER PERSON SHARING
• Return flight from Dublin
• Four nights in the Hotel San Souci Wien with welcome dinner
• Highlights of Vienna City Tour
• Visit The Hofburg Palace Imperial Apartments
• Visit the Neue Hofburg: House of Habsburg
• Visit the Kunsthistorisches Museum
• Pre-opera drinks and canapes in the Gerstner
• Il Barbiere di Siviglia at the Vienna State Opera
• Evening at the Schonbrunn Palace with dinner & concert

IRELAND’S LEADING SPECIALIST IN
OPERA, MUSIC & CULTURE TRAVEL

To Book, Call 01 888 7840
Visit: www.instituteforculturetravel.ie
Email: reservations@instituteforculturetravel.ie
Holidays organised by Keith Prowse Ltd (trading as IFC), whose booking conditions apply. Licensed by
the Irish Aviation Authority TA 0231. Prices are per person, based on two sharing and are subject to
change. Single supplements apply. Price and availability will be confirmed at time of booking. A non-
refundable booking deposit is required at the time of booking.

Verona Opera Festival 2025 - Now On Sale
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JACK POWER
in Brussels and
JACK HORGAN-JONES

International pressure is
mounting on Israel to end its
military offensive in Gaza and
to allow in significantly more
humanitarian aid.

A majority of EU states yes-
terday backed a proposal to re-
view the union’s trade relations
with Israel, while Britain sus-
pended talks with the Israelis
on a new trade deal.

Israel’s near-three month
blockade of food and aid sup-
plies to the Palestinian enclave
has seen a number of EU states
row in behind a fresh effort to
pressure it to change course.

Ireland was one of 17 of the
EU’s 27 states to vote for a re-
view of the bloc’s trade agree-
ment with Israel. The shift in
the positions of several Europe-
an governments follows dire
warnings about conditions in-
side the Gaza Strip.

Aid agencies have repeated-
ly warned that Israel’s blockade

since March 2nd has put the
2.3 million Palestinians in Gaza
at risk of famine, as food, fuel
and other supplies begin to run
out. The United Nations said
yesterday it had received per-
mission from Israel for about
100 aid trucks to enter, though
these had yet to be distributed.

Tánaiste and Minister for
Foreign Affairs Simon Harris
said the high level of support in-
side the EU to review the bloc’s
agreement with Israel reflected
the “grave concerns” about
what was happening in Gaza.

‘Abominable’situation
British foreign minister David
Lammy said the decision to sus-
pend trade talks was a response
to the “abominable” situation
in the enclave. He accused Isra-
el’s far-right government of
“planning to drive Gazans from
their homes into a corner of the
strip in the south, and permit
them a fraction of the aid that
they need”.

France and Canada also said
they would take “concrete ac-

tions” against Israel if it did not
stop the offensive and lift re-
strictions on aid entering Gaza.

UN humanitarian chief Tom
Fletcher said conditions in
Gaza were so bad that as many
as 14,000 babies could die in
the next two days, if more aid
was not allowed in.

Asked by the BBC for more
details, a UN human rights com-
mission spokesman said “we
are pointing to the imperative
of getting supplies in to save an
estimated 14,000 babies suffer-
ing from severe acute malnutri-
tion in Gaza, as the IPC partner-
ship has warned about”.

The IPC is a multi-agency
tool used to examine food secu-
rity. In an analysis earlier this
month, it said nearly 71,000
children in Gaza under the age
of five are expected to be acute-
ly malnourished over the next
11 months, and of these, 14,100
cases are expected to be severe.

Responding to criticism, Is-
raeli prime minister Binyamin
Netanyahu said his country was
engaged in a “war of civilisation
over barbarism” and vowed it
would “continue to defend it-
self by just means until total vic-
tory”.

Ireland and Spain previously
called for a review of the EU’s
“association agreement” with
Israel, which governs relations,

including trade, in February
2024, but their efforts gained
little traction at the time.

A renewed push in recent
weeks, led by the Dutch govern-
ment, convinced a majority of
EU states to order a review into

whether Israel’s actions in
Gaza breached commitments
in the agreement to respect hu-
man rights.

EU foreign affairs chief Kaja
Kallas said the “catastrophic”
situation in Gaza had swung a
“huge” majority in favour of the
proposal, during a meeting of
EU foreign ministers in Brus-
sels yesterday.

CONOR GALLAGHER
Crime and Security Correspondent

A Kremlin-backed legal fund,
which EU security agencies al-
lege acts as an extension of Rus-
sian intelligence in some coun-
tries, has been operating in Ire-
land for more than 10 years, an
investigation by The Irish
Times has found.

The Foundation for the Sup-

port and Protection of the
Rights of Compatriots Living
Abroad – known by its Russian
acronym Pravfond – is intended
to fund legal services for Rus-
sian expatriates who get into dif-
ficulty with the law overseas.

Pravfond’s activities in Ire-
land appear to be limited to this
activity.

However, in other countries,
thefund is an instrument of Rus-
sian “soft power”, designed to
improve the image of the Krem-
lin overseas and limit support

for Ukraine in its defensive war
against Russia, according to the
EUCommission and variousEu-
ropean security services.

It is also used to provide cov-
er stories for Russian spies and
to act as a safety net for Russia
agents who are detained over-
seas, according to EU security
officials. The extent of Prav-
fond’s operations and its pres-
ence in Ireland are detailed in
an archive of about 50,000
emails and 20,000 attached
documents from Pravfond, ob-

tained by journalists from Dan-
ish public broadcaster DR and
shared with The Irish Times
and a network of more than 20
news media outlets including
Le Monde in France and Der
Spiegel in Germany.

In the past, Pravfond has
funded the legal defence of no-
torious arms trafficker Viktor
Bout, known by the nickname
the Merchant of Death, and a
Russian agent who assassinat-
ed a Chechen separatist in Ber-
lin in 2019.

The newly disclosed records
show it funds pro-Russia propa-
ganda outlets in various EU
countries with the aim of im-
proving the overseas image of
the Kremlin regime. In relation
to Pravfond’s links to Ireland,
the internal records show the
fund has provided much of the
funding for a “legal support cen-
tre” for Russian expatriates in
the country since 2013.

The centre is run by Eliza-
veta Donnery, a well-respected
Russian solicitor who has been

living in Ireland since 2000 and
operates a law practice in Clon-
tarf, north Dublin.

As part of her contracts with
Pravfond, Ms Donnery has pro-
vided free legal advice to hun-
dreds of Russian compatriots
living in Ireland.

She also writes legal advice
columns for Russian-speaking
media in Ireland and provides
updates to Pravfond and the
Russian embassy as part of the
agreement.

In return, she received up to

¤35,000 a year from Pravfond.
According to the copies of

contracts and funding applica-
tions, Ms Donnery received sup-
port from Pravfond every year,
except in 2019 and 2020.

The records also show Prav-
fond was in contact on several
occasions with another Russian
solicitor based in Dublin, Olga
Shajaku.

There is no suggestion that
Ms Donnery or Ms Shajaku
have engaged in illegal activity
or intelligence gathering.

Ms Shajaku co-owns Word
Perfect, one of the largest trans-
lations services in the State
which has previously provided
translation services to An Gar-
da Síochána.

Neither Ms Donnery, Ms
Shajaku, Pravfond or the Rus-
sian embassy in Dublin respond-
ed to detailed and repeated re-
quests for comment.
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Man questioned in Gaine case free to leave country

Pressure builds
on Israel to halt
Gaza offensive

Organisation accused of
spreading Putin’s
influence: pages 6&7

Commercial

Israeli forces kill at
least 55 Palestinians in
air strikes: page 8

■ A boy stands near the
bodies of Palestinians killed in
Israeli strikes at the al-Aqsa
Martyrs hospital in central
Gaza yesterday. PHOTOGRAPH:
EYAD BABA/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES
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A man who was arrested on sus-
picion of the murder of Michael
Gaine (56) in Co Kerry, before
being released without charge
on Monday, is free to leave the
country.

It is believed that he has an ex-
tensive support network in an-
other country where he previ-
ously lived.

Garda sources said the mur-
der investigation would be
much more difficult if the man
relocated abroad, as he could
not be called for questioning if
further evidence was gathered.

The individual, who was
known to Mr Gaine, was de-
tained on Sunday and released
on Monday night.

He is in his 50s and has lived
much of his life abroad. If he
moved abroad again, he could

only be extradited to Ireland if
charges against him were ap-
proved by the DPP.

The investigation into the
death of Mr Gaine, who was last
seen alive in Kenmare in
March, has reached no firm con-
clusions, with no cause of death
or firm motive for the killing es-
tablished. There is also no evi-
dence at this point that could be
used to underpin a criminal
charge against anyone in rela-

tion to the death, which is as-
sumed to have been a murder.

The man arrested and re-
leased is not bound by any re-
strictions, such as a travel ban
or being ordered to surrender
his passport. He is free to live
where he wishes and enjoys the
presumption of innocence.

He had moved to Tralee re-
cently and was living in an apart-
ment there. Gardaí were aware
of his whereabouts as they had

previously spoken to him about
Mr Gaine’s disappearance and
taken a witness statement.

He was detained on Sunday,
about 48 hours after partial hu-
man remains, believed to be
those of Mr Gaine, were discov-
ered. The remains were found
in slurry as it was being spread
on fields beside the Gaine farm-
yard at Carrig East, just north
of Kenmare. Gardaí are contin-
uing to look for body parts.

Majority of EU states back plan to review
trade relations as humanitarian fears grow

Lawyers in Ireland linked to Putin’s agency for Russian ‘soft power’
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