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JERUSALEM — For months,
Israel has tried to pressure Ha-
mas by threatening a major new
ground offensive in Gaza and

simultaneously
cutting off aid to
the territory.

On Monday,
Israel made a U-turn on aid,
allowing a few trucks of food to
enter Gaza. And despite escalat-
ing its rhetoric and its airstrikes

on Gaza in recent days, the Is-
raeli military had yet to begin the
long-awaited major advance that
would involve thousands of
ground troops. The lack of stra-
tegic clarity reflects disagree-
ments within its leadership about
Israel’s national priorities.

On aid, Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu must balance
right-wing political allies who
oppose sending food to Gaza, and
foreign allies — including the
Trump administration — who
feared the blockade would lead to
famine. The equivocation over
the ground invasion reflects Mr.
Netanyahu’s need to satisfy
far-right cabinet ministers, who
are pushing for the full re-occu-
pation of Gaza, and Israel’s top 
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In late April, the Heritage Foun-
dation dispatched a team to Israel
to meet with power players in Is-
raeli politics, including the coun-
try’s foreign and defense secretar-
ies and the U.S. ambassador, Mike
Huckabee.

The conservative Washington-
based think tank is best known for
spearheading Project 2025, a pro-
posed blueprint for President
Trump’s second term that called

for reshaping the federal govern-
ment and an extreme expansion
of presidential power.

Now the Heritage contingent
was in Israel, in part, to discuss
another contentious policy paper:
Project Esther, the foundation’s
proposal to rapidly dismantle the

pro-Palestinian movement in the
United States, along with its sup-
port at schools and universities, at
progressive organizations and in
Congress.

Drafted in the wake of Hamas’s
attack on Israel in 2023 and the
mounting protests against the
war in Gaza, Project Esther out-
lined an ambitious plan to fight
antisemitism by branding a broad
range of critics of Israel as “effec-
tively a terrorist support net-
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WASHINGTON — Speaker
Mike Johnson, short of the votes
for a megabill to deliver President
Trump’s agenda, looked around
the conference table in his ornate
office in the Capitol on a recent
morning and faced a pack of dis-
gruntled Republicans — each de-
manding something different.

There was Representative Chip
Roy, the Texas congressman who
was insisting the bill include steep
cuts to Medicaid. And there was
Representative Andrew Gar-
barino, the New Yorker who has
pledged to tank any bill that would
reduce Medicaid coverage for his
constituents.

Representative Nick LaLota of
New York, who has said the legis-
lation’s rollback of Biden-era
clean energy tax credits goes too
far, was also on hand. So was Rep-
resentative Andy Harris of Mary-
land, who is urging Republican

leaders to repeal those tax breaks
completely.

The tableau of attendees, sum-
moned by Mr. Johnson late last
week as he sought to gather sup-
port for what Mr. Trump has
called the “big, beautiful bill,” en-
capsulated the precarious seesaw
the speaker faces as he labors to
shepherd the sprawling tax and
budget legislation through the
House. The factions hold vastly
different, competing priorities for
major pieces of the domestic pol-
icy package, and encompass the
divergent ideological, political
and regional interests at play in-
side the G.O.P.

For every bloc with one demand
that must be met before its mem-
bers agree to support the meas-
ure, there is another demanding
the opposite.

And with his tiny margin of con-
trol, Mr. Johnson can afford to lose
only three Republicans on the bill,
which is expected to be uniformly
opposed by Democrats, if all
members are present and voting.
The predicament helps explain
why the legislation faltered in a
key committee last week, how dif-
ficult it will be for Republicans to
push it through the House in time 
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WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court on Monday let the
Trump administration, for now,
remove protections from nearly
350,000 Venezuelan immigrants
who had been allowed to remain in
the United States without risk of
deportation under a program
known as Temporary Protected
Status.

The court’s brief order was un-
signed and gave no reasons,
which is typical when the justices
rule on emergency applications.
No vote count was listed, although
Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson
noted that she would have denied
the administration’s request.

The justices announced they
would allow the Trump adminis-
tration to end the protections
pending appeal of the case, poten-
tially allowing the administration
to move ahead with deportations.
The justices also appeared to sug-
gest that some of the Venezuelans
who had been able to receive doc-
umentation of their legal status
before the Trump administration
terminated the program could sue
to challenge their deportations.

In a separate case, the justices
on Friday criticized the Trump ad-
ministration for seeking to pro-
vide only a day’s warning to a dif-
ferent group of Venezuelan immi-
grants in Texas it had been trying
to deport under the expansive
powers of the Alien Enemies Act,
an 18th-century wartime law. The
Trump administration has ac-
cused that group of migrants of
being members of the violent
gang Tren de Aragua.

Monday’s order affects a much
broader swath of Venezuelans liv-
ing in the United States legally un-
der the terms of a Biden-era pro-
gram.

The court has been inundated
with applications arising from
President Trump’s blitz of execu-
tive orders, many of them seeking
to pause or limit trial court rulings
blocking the administration’s ag-
gressive agenda, notably in immi-
gration.

Ahilan Arulanantham, a lawyer
representing the immigrants
challenging the Trump adminis-
tration, called the court’s decision
“truly shocking,” especially that it
was announced “in a two-para-
graph order with no reasoning.”

“This is the largest single action
stripping any group of noncitizens
of immigration status in modern
U.S. history,” Mr. Arulanantham
said. “The humanitarian and eco-
nomic impact of the court’s deci-
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LONDON — Britain and the
European Union on Monday
struck a landmark deal to remove
some post-Brexit trade barriers
and to bolster cooperation on se-
curity and defense as they reduce
their reliance on an unpredictable
United States.

The agreement, unveiled by
Prime Minister Keir Starmer of
Britain and Ursula von der Leyen,
president of the European Com-
mission, in Lancaster House, an
ornate government building in
London, is a significant reset for
the two allies.

But the final details of several
important policies were not in
place, and Britain had to make
some concessions that could
prove politically costly for Mr.
Starmer.

The agreement is designed to
help the two sides work more
closely together after the Trump
administration signaled it was re-
ducing its commitment to Euro-
pean defense and imposed global
tariffs.

It also underscores the Labour
government’s ambition for a “re-
set” of ties with the 27-nation Eu-
ropean Union, almost nine years
after Britons voted by a narrow
margin to leave the bloc — a deci-
sion that has dented Britain’s eco-
nomic growth.

“It’s time to look forward,” Mr.
Starmer said, “to move on from
the stale old debates and political
fights to focus on delivering com-
mon-sense, practical solutions
which get the best for the British
people.”

Deal With E.U.
Narrows a Gap

Brexit Created
By STEPHEN CASTLE
and JEANNA SMIALEK
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LONDON, Ky. — On Sunday
morning in a small Kentucky city,
the sun shone and birds chirped.

They provided an incongruent
backdrop to a scene that looked
like a war zone. Just two days be-
fore, a fierce tornado carved a 16-
mile path of destruction through
Laurel County, Ky., and in its
county seat of London, the dam-
age was clear: roofs ripped from
homes, tree limbs sheared off,
cars left as twisted hunks of metal.
And several residents dead.

By the afternoon, the Sunshine

Hills neighborhood of London was
filled with the cacophonous beep-
ing of backhoes, accompanied by
an army of faith-based volunteers.

Those volunteers were among
the many people in London, a city
of 8,000 about 80 miles south of
Lexington, who worked together
this weekend to help not only
those in need but also the whole
community as it tried to process

the disaster. Amid the grief and
devastation, ensuring displaced
people got the necessary supplies
and assistance was top of mind for
many.

“It didn’t seem right to be sit-
ting at home with our property be-
ing untouched with so many peo-
ple struggling,” said Hannah
Clark, who lives in neighboring
Pulaski County but came to Lon-
don to volunteer.

The tornado was part of a storm
system that tore through the cen-
tral United States starting Friday,
killing at least 28 people. Of those,
19 died in Kentucky, all but two in 

Sorting through the remains of a home on Saturday in London, Ky. Friday’s storm killed at least 19 in Kentucky and nine elsewhere.
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Shattered by Tornado, Kentucky City Regroups
This article is by Billy Witz, Tricia
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