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The Government is planning a
significant expansion of asy-
lum-seeker accommodation at
Dublin’s Citywest Hotel as it
closes in on a purchase of the fa-
cility worth at least ¤100 mil-
lion.

The hotel has been a corner-
stone of the State’s response to
a surge in migration, with Gov-
ernment sources now saying
the final steps are being taken
towards a purchase of the
764-bedroom hotel, which has
been expected since before

Christmas. It is believed that if
the plan is put in place, it will po-
tentially lead to a doubling of
the capacity there – with indica-
tions that up to 1,000 more peo-
ple could be accommodated.
Cabinet is expected to consider
the purchase, possibly as soon
as Tuesday.

It comes after the Depart-
ment of Justice scrapped plans
to open a controversial 547-bed
facility at the former Crown
Paints site in Coolock, north
Dublin.

The site was the scene of vio-
lent clashes last year between
gardaí and protesters

There was significant Opposi-
tion criticism of the Govern-
ment in the wake of the U-turn,
which emerged yesterday.

Labour MEP Aodhán Ó
Ríordáin, formerly a TD for the
Dublin Bay North constituency
where the proposed site is locat-
ed, said he had wanted it to be a
success story and a template for
how the process should be run.

“Now it’s the opposite of
that. And the department have
handed a template to every pro-
test group around the country
for what they need to do if they
feel the need to stop an integra-
tion centre from going ahead,”
he said.

The Department of Justice
said it engaged with a number
of entities in relation to Interna-
tional Protection Accommoda-
tion Service (IPAS) accommo-
dation and regularly did not
take up offers. “This is the posi-
tion with the offer of accommo-
dation at the Coolock site,” it
said. Social Democrats acting

leader Cian O’Callaghan said
there was no doubt that the han-
dling of the proposals for the
site on Malahide Road,
Coolock, had been “shambol-
ic”.

Sinn Féin TD for the area,
Denise Mitchell, said it had nev-
er made sense to locate the cen-

tre at the site. The company
that leased the Coolock site,
Remcoll Capital, said it “re-
spects the decision of the State”
not to proceed with the site. It
could not comment further, it
said, due to proceedings before
the courts.

Remcoll is understood to
have spent ¤13 million on the
project, none of which it ex-

pects to get back, in what would
have been a ¤30 million invest-
ment by its Townbe Unlimited
company. The Department of
Justice said no State funds had
been spent on development or
site related costs.

Townbe, founded in 2018,
runs seven IPAS centres in
counties Dublin, Kerry, Leitrim
and Westmeath, accommodat-
ing more than 780 people.

Townbe has leased the
Coolock site. Costs incurred on
the project, which has been un-
der way for more than two
years, include rent, legal costs,
planning applications as well as
security and preparatory
works.

It is understood Townbe was
told at a meeting with Depart-
ment of Justice officials last
week of the U-turn, a week after
responsibility for IPAS accom-
modation provision trans-
ferred from the Department of
Children.

Townbe officials are under-

stood to have been shocked and
disappointed at the decision.

The company has not re-
ceived any money from the
State. Instead it entered into an
agreement under which it
would receive payment only on
delivery of a ready-to-go facility
in Coolock.
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Nina Carberry warns EU over US horse tariff plans

Plan to expand Citywest asylum facility

Government criticised over U-turn on
setting up of IPAS centre in Coolock
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The funeral cortege
of Garda Kevin
Flatley leaving
St Peter and
Paul’s Church in
Balbriggan, Co
Dublin. The garda,
killed while on duty
last Sunday, was
remembered in the
eulogy as ‘a family
man, a great guard’.
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Fine Gael MEP Nina Carberry
raised concerns with the Euro-
pean Commission about its
plan to hit imports of thorough-
bred horses from the United
States with trade tariffs during
a closed-door meeting.

Ms Carberry, whose hus-
band recently took over a thor-
oughbred breeding company
the couple set up together, ques-

tioned commission officials
about the EU executive body’s
proposal to threaten tariffs on
the US thoroughbred industry.

The commission, which is
leading the EU’s response in
the transatlantic trade fight,
has drawn up a range of US
products it proposes puttingtar-
iffs on, in an effort to increase
pressure on US president Don-
ald Trump to roll back sweep-
ing import taxes he has intro-
duced on goods from Europe.

The Government is con-
cerned at the inclusion of US air-
craft, medical devices, agricul-
tural products and bourbon
whiskey on the commission’s
proposed list of targets.

Ms Carberry flagged con-
cerns she had about proposed
retaliatory tariffs on thorough-
bred horses sold from the US to
EU states, at a recent meeting
between MEPs and officials.

The former champion jockey
queried the rationale for tariffs

on thoroughbreds and bourbon
with a high-ranking official dur-
ing a private briefing organised
for MEPs and staff in the Euro-
pean Parliament on Tuesday.

Until recently Ms Carberry
ran a small thoroughbred
breeding business with her hus-
band, Ted Walsh Jnr. It is main-
ly involved in the trade of hors-
es between the UK and Ireland.

Ms Carberry stepped back
from her role in the business
and resigned as a director after

she took her seat in the Europe-
an Parliament last July. Mr
Walsh has since taken over full
ownership.

In a statement, the Fine Gael
MEP said the commission had
“responded positively” to her
concerns. She said Ireland’s
thoroughbred industry had
hugely benefited from free
trade with the US. “Any threat
to these flows is deeply concern-
ing and something I strongly op-
pose,” she said.

State to buy Citywest Hotel for ¤100m
and double asylum-seeker numbers
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