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Los Angeles is expecting
a heightened security at-
mosphere Friday as the city
plays host to several high-
profile sporting events,
with simultaneous football,
basketball and baseball
games, presenting some-
thing of a dry run for the up-
coming World Cup and
OlympicGames.

Large crowds are ex-
pected for the Lakers’ sec-
ond home game of the sea-
son at Crypto.comArena, as
well as at theMemorial Coli-
seum, where USC football
will take onRutgers.

Friday will also see the
annual East L.A. Classic be-
tween Garfield and Roose-
velthighschools,withahalf-
time concert by the Black
EyedPeas.

Announced ticket sales
for the game at SoFi Sta-
dium have nearly reached
13,000, which would be the
largest crowd for a high
school football game in Cali-
fornia this year.

But the most attention
will be paid to Game1of the
World Series at Dodger Sta-
dium.

Speaking to reporters at
a Thursday morning news
conference, Mayor Karen
Bass said she activated the
city’s emergency response
center to ensure a coordi-

L.A.
facing
test of
security
system
Led by theWorld
Series, officials seek to
keep things moving
with eye to Olympics.

By Libor Jany,
Connor Sheets
and Dakota Smith

[See Security,A9]

LosAngelesCountyDist.
Atty.GeorgeGascónwill ask
a judge to resentence Erik
and Lyle Menendez, two
brothers serving life terms
for killing their parents, a
move that could pave the
way for their release.

Gascón will request that
the brothers’ prior sentence
of life without the possibility
of parole be rescinded
and that they be resen-
tenced.

This would make them
immediately eligible for par-
ole, he said during a news
conferenceThursday.

“I came to aplacewhere I
believethatunderthelawre-
sentencing is appropriate,
and I am going to recom-
mend that,”Gascón said.

“I believe they have paid
their debt to society,” he
added.

The brothers were sen-
tenced to life without parole
after a jury found them
guilty of killing their par-
ents, Jose and KittyMenen-
dez, in their Beverly Hills
home with a pair of shot-
guns.

The 1989 killings, and the
televised trial that followed,
have sparked docu-
mentaries, movies and tele-
vision series that havemade

Possible
path to
freedom
for two
brothers
L.A. County D.A. says
he will ask a judge to
resentence Erik and
Lyle Menendez for
killing their parents.

By Salvador
Hernandez,
Richard Winton
and James Queally

[SeeResentence,A5]

HENDERSON, Nev. — After Katie
Kern and her father, Robert Kern, cast
their ballots for former President
TrumpinthissuburbofLasVegas, they
said they wanted to make sure their
vote was counted in the critical battle-
ground state of Nevada so that the Re-
publican would retake the White
House.

“I’m probablymore of a last-minute
voter, but I wanted to vote earlier this
year tomakesurethat ithadtimetoget
in thesystem, rather thanthe last-min-
ute thing that seems to be an issue,”

said Katie, a 40-year-old voice teacher,
after votingat aBoys&GirlsClub.

Robert, 66, whoworks in real estate,
addedthatheplannedtoshuttle family
members to early voting locations be-
causeofhowtight thepresidential con-
test is between Trump and his Demo-
cratic rival, Vice President Kamala
Harris, and how Nevada could tilt the
outcome.

“Theirvotesmatter,”hesaid. “Every
single votematters here in this state.”

The Kerns are among the nearly
30millionAmericanswho have already
cast ballots in the Nov. 5 election as of
Thursdaymorning, according to aUni-
versity of Florida tracker of early vot-

ing. Of the voters who have returned
mail ballots or voted in person, Demo-
crats are outpacing Republicans, with
41.9% of ballots cast by registered
Democrats instatesthatrequirevoters
select a party preference, compared
with 35.3% by Republicans and 22.8%
bypeoplewhosupportminorpartiesor
donothaveapartypreference.

These early voting numbers are not
predictive for several reasons — early
and mail voting access expanded dra-
matically inmany statesbecauseof the
2020 pandemic, including inCalifornia,
where every registered voter now re-
ceives a ballot in themail. Additionally,

HISTORICAL TRENDS about which voters cast ballots before election day have been upended by former
President Trump’s unfounded attacks on the electoral process. Above, early voters wait in line in Carmel, Ind.

Michael Conroy Associated Press

Early voting is up this year,
but who benefits is unclear
Nearly 30 million Americans already have cast ballots by
mail or in person, a process falsely tarred by the GOP nominee

By Seema Mehta
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WASHINGTON — In a
nail-biter election Nov. 5, ex-
pect the losing side to chal-
lenge the results in court.

After former President
Trump’s 2020 defeat, his

supporters filed numerous
lawsuits nationwide raising
questions about ballots,
counting and deadlines. All
were dismissed as lacking
evidence or having an insuf-
ficient effect on the final
tally.

In 2000, the Supreme
Court’s decision in Bush vs.
Gore essentially decided the
close election.

Most election-law ex-
perts today are not predic-
ting that the winner of the
2024 election will be decided

in the courts.
“But in this climate, with

so many states where the
outcomecouldbe very close,
you couldn’t absolutely rule
it out,” said Jessica Mars-
den, a voting rights attorney
at the nonprofit organiza-
tionProtectDemocracy.

Here’s a look at some is-
sues causing waves in key
swing states that could end
up in the Supreme Court if
there is a razor-thin margin
separating Vice President

ELECTION workers in Philadelphia process mail ballots in November 2020.
Pennsylvania’s handling of voter errors on mail-in ballots is in dispute this year.

Matt Slocum Associated Press

Legal disputes could send close
election to the Supreme Court
Justices might
intervene again if
result comes down to
a few thousand votes.

By David G. Savage

[SeeElection,A6]

Frugality hurting
China’s economy
Penny-pinching trend is
bad news as the nation
struggles with layoffs
and a housing slump,
experts say.WORLD, A3

Teens like to chill
at the movies
Young people prefer a
film on opening week-
end above other enter-
tainment, a UCLA
study finds. BUSINESS, A8

Weather
Mostly sunny.
L.A. Basin: 81/57.B5
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Robert Gauthier Los Angeles Times

Skipper Dave Roberts appeared to be fighting
for his job recently, but he now has the Dodgers
four wins away from another title. SPORTS, D3

For the latest news,
go to latimes.com.

A not-so-subtle theme
has emerged in recent Re-
publican attack ads in
battleground California
congressional races: linking
Democrats topedophiles.

Take, for instance, the30-
second spot from the Na-
tional Republican Congres-
sional Committee attacking
Democrat George White-
sides, the formerNASAchief
of staff who is challenging
GOP Rep. Mike Garcia in
the Antelope Valley in one of
the nation’s most hotly con-

tested races.
Melancholy piano music

plays over images of an up-
turned bicycle and a set of
empty playground swings.
The camera cuts to a com-
puter tablet displaying a
messagingapp.

“I’m literally the next

GOP attack ads lean on
homophobia, stereotypes
In some key House races in California, Republican
messages conflate LGBTQ+ people and pedophiles

By Hailey
Branson-Potts

[See Campaigns,A6]


