
BY DAN BALZ

In 2024, the road to the White House 
runs through Pennsylvania.

Of the seven battleground states, Penn-
sylvania represents the biggest prize with 
19 electoral votes. There is almost no way 
for Vice President Kamala Harris or for-
mer president Donald Trump to win the 
election without it.

The focus on Pennsylvania this fall has 

been singular. The two campaigns have 
spent hundreds of millions of dollars on 
advertisements targeting voters, more 
than anyplace else. Rare is the day that 
Harris or Trump, or their running mates, 
Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota or Sen. JD 
Vance of Ohio, are not somewhere in the 
state. Often two of the four are there.

Trump won the state in 2016 by 44,000 
votes — less than a percentage point — on 
his way to an upset victory over Hillary 

Clinton. Joe Biden carried it in 2020 by 
about 81,000 votes — a margin of 1.2 per-
centage points.

Recent polling has shown the state in a 
statistical dead heat. The Washington 
Post average of polls currently shows 
Harris 2 percentage points ahead of 
Trump. In 2020, the final poll average 
showed Biden ahead by 4 points, 3 points 
better than he did.

see PENNSYLVANIA on A6

In Pennsylvania, uncertainty all over
Trip through most critical battleground state finds voters full of doubt, anger and unease

Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post

 Lock Haven is in Pennsylvania’s Clinton County, which has steadily become more Republican in recent decades.
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BY STEVE HENDRIX

JERUSALEM — The Israeli mili-
tary’s year-long pursuit of 
Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar fi-
nally ended Wednesday in a 
battle that took his life. Now 
comes the battle to define his 
death.

Israel and its allies are racing 
to portray Sinwar’s demise in 
the Gaza Strip as that of a 
fugitive — hunted, flushed from 
his underground hideout and 
gunned down on the run. The 
military released graphic photos 
of his corpse and drone footage 
of his final moments, showing a 
wounded figure slumped in a 
chair, alone and bleeding. A 
“coward’s end,” “a rat out of his 
hole” and “a worm” were some 
of the phrases used by Israeli 
commentators.

Sinwar’s supporters have 
seized on aspects of the same 
images — the dirty combat fa-
tigues, a Palestinian kaffiyeh 
wrapped around his face — to 
glorify him as a warrior who 
went down fighting. The video, 
they say, shows not defeat but 
defiance, a mortally wounded 
fighter who finds the strength to 
hurl, however futilely, a piece of 
wood at the drone with his one 
good arm.

In much of the Arab world at 
least, Israel is losing the propa-
ganda war, according to experts 
in the region. Within hours, the 
images released by the Israel 
Defense Forces were put on 
posters and plastered on walls 
in Jenin and other militant 
strongholds in the West Bank. 
Users on Arab social media 
turned them into memes to 
celebrate what they viewed as a 
heroic end.

Iran’s mission to the United 
see sinwar on A13
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LONDON — They share the 
dream of a Russia without Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, but the 
Russian opposition is at each 
other’s throats — again.

With Russia’s war against 
Ukraine in its third year and with 
no end in sight, opposition sup-
porters say it has never been 
more urgent to form an effective, 
united front against Putin, as the 
number of soldiers dying on the 
front rises, the Kremlin imposes 
new taxes to fund the military 
and society only grows more 
nationalistic and repressive.

But a scandal that sparked 
accusations that one opposition 
figure orchestrated a shocking 
attack with a hammer on another 
— a claim denied publicly — 
shows how the splits have inten-
sified since the death of Russian 
opposition leader Alexei Navalny 
this year.

Many Russians who want to 
see change are increasingly 
doubtful that the opposition in 
its current form can lead the fight 
to transform the country.

“It is a disparate array of 
individuals and small groups 
who basically do not even pre-
tend to be one, who do not have a 
vision for Russia that they share 
and that they would put for-
ward,” said Maria Lipman, editor 
of Russia.Post and a visiting 
scholar at George Washington 
University.

Russia’s liberal opposition has 
long struggled to gain a foothold 
in the political system, not  least 
because of constant infighting 
since its emergence in the 1990s. 
The environment in the country 
changed dramatically with the 
invasion of Ukraine in February 
2022, however, and most political 
activists and opposition figures 
were forced into exile. Any who 
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 Russia’s 
liberal 
activists 
fractured
Feuding, even a hammer 
attack: Putin opposition’s 

latest obstacle is itself

Housing Policy at the Bipartisan 
Policy Center. “Housing afford-
ability is poor everywhere, and 
home prices have gone up dra-
matically in all seven swing 
states since 2019.”

The Post analyzed a broad 
swath of economic data in swing 

see HOUSING on A4

the seven most tightly contested 
swing states — including Ari-
zona, Georgia, North Carolina 
and Pennsylvania — prices have 
more than doubled, an analysis 
of Zillow data shows.

That means a majority of swing-
state voters — who already cite the 
economy as their top concern — 
are facing outsize burdens from 
high home prices and rents.

“This is no longer just a big 
coastal city problem,” said Den-
nis Shea, executive director of the 
J. Ronald Terwilliger Center for 

where housing has become dis-
proportionately more costly 
since 2019, according to a Wash-
ington Post analysis of home-
price data. Nationally, home pric-
es have grown 48 percent since 
2019. But in some counties across 

BY ABHA BHATTARAI 
AND FEDERICA COCCO

WILMINGTON, N.C. — A multi-
year surge in home prices has hit 
hardest in the swing states that 
are likely to determine the out-
come of the 2024 presidential 
campaign, suggesting that Amer-
ica’s housing affordability crisis 
is weighing heavily as the na-
tion’s most sought-after voters 
head to the polls.

Americans in swing states are 
far more likely to live in areas 

Swing states hit hard  by rising housing prices
The home affordability 
crisis weighs heavily on 
most-sought-after voters

Nick Wass/associated press

A win and an injury
Brian Robinson Jr., right, and Marcus Mariota helped the 
Commanders rout the Panthers, 40-7, but rookie quarterback 
Jayden Daniels exited early with a rib injury. Sports, D1

BY ARELIS R. HERNÁNDEZ

CAPE CORAL, Fla. — It took a 
mere glance at the roofless, black-
ened skeleton of her home for 
Elena Gonzalez’s sorrow to over-
whelm her. The tears fell more 
quickly than she could dab them 
dry.

Her next-door neighbor 
walked toward her, shaking a 
finger. There wasn’t much to re-
cover from the home that burned 
during Hurricane Milton when a 
power line fell on its roof. But it 
was still standing.

“I don’t want to see another 
tear,” Dorita Machin, 72, said. 
“You came to this country from 
Cuba with nothing. You have to 
keep going.”

Gonzalez and her husband 
built here, in Cape Coral, after 
getting priced out of Miami — the 
historical destination for genera-
tions of Cuban Americans and 
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An American dream, blown away by a hurricane

Eva Marie Uzcategui For The Washington Post

Elena Gonzalez looks at her family’s burned-out home in Cape Coral, Fla.,  after Hurricane Milton.

Storms have been costly 
for Latino families on 
Florida’s Gulf Coast

Trump: In a visit to McDonald’s, he 
briefly manned the fry station. A3

Harris: Anti-Trump Republicans are 
central campaign messengers. A9


