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A host waits for customers at Wayfare Tavern, which saw Friday business slow down after the pandemic.

Deals seek to revive
Fridays downtown

Restaurants struggled after ‘happy hour culture died’

By Mario Cortez

Five years ago, the down-
town lunch rush on a Fri-
day kept cooks and bar staff
at San Francisco’s Wayfare
Tavern in an intense, steady
rhythm from n am.
through around 3 p.m.
Then, after 5 p.m., activity
revved up all over again for
happy hour and dinner.

But now, even with pan-
demic restrictions long re-
laxed, Friday — a day res-
taurateurs used to look for-
ward to — has become one
of Wayfare Tavern’s slowest

Wayfare Tavern, in the Financial District, is
offering a $29 martini and burger special on
Fridays to lure end-of-workweek diners.

days of the week.
“Business is a lot more
casual and spread out
throughout the day. It feels
like a weekend without that
traditional crowd,” said op-

erations director Tony
Marecell.
So Wayfare Tavern

rolled out a Friday-only
deal: a $29 burger and mar-
tini special available all day
long. Staff currently pre-
pare more than 100 orders
ahead of Fridays, shaping
cuts of short rib and chuck
into patties that go into a

Fridays continues on A9

Plan to rebuild Breed’s childhood housing stalls

By Laura Waxmann

A plan to tear down di-
lapidated public housing
in San Francisco’s West-
ern Addition and replace
it with more than 750 new
homes has quietly fizzled.

For many years, resi-
dents of the Plaza East

public housing complex,
where Mayor London
Breed grew up, say they’ve
endured terrible condi-
tions and broken promis-
es to fix the rampant prob-
lems.

Two years ago, a devel-
opment group swooped
in, promising to help rede-

velop the 193-unit site with
new homes for those now
living there as well as af-
fordable units and mar-
ket-rate towers of up to 20
stories.

Local developer Strada
Investment Group —
which is also behind the
proposed redevelopment

of a waterfront site into a
floating swimming pool,
office and housing — was
tapped to lead the market-
rate component of the Pla-
za East remake. But the
Chronicle has learned that
two years after the project
was formally proposed,

Rebuild continues on A8

Breed
wants halt
to SFUSD
closures

Mayor slams superintendent, stops
short of calling for his resignation

By Jill Tucker

Mayor London Breed jumped into the city’s school
closure debate Tuesday, tearing into the superintendent
and demanding the district “immediately stop” the pro-
cess to shutter any schools.

“This cannot continue,” she said in a statement, cit-
ing confusion and concern over the closure and merger
listand management of the district. “Whatever this cur-
rent proposed school closure process was meant to ac-
complish, or could have accomplished, is lost.”

Breed stopped just short of calling for Superinten-
dent Matt Wayne’s resignation, but said she has “lost
confidence” in his ability to manage the closures.
Breed'’s statement came a week after Wayne released a
tentative plan to close 11 schools, comprising eight ele-
mentary schools, one K-8 and two high schools.

Wayne did not respond specifically to Breed’s state-
ment, but posted a letter to the “SFUSD Community”
later Tuesday.

“Over the next two weeks, I will spend time with the
students, families, and staff of each of the 13 schools that
meet the criteria for closure or merger, listening to their
questions and concerns. I know there is nothing that
will make those conversations easier,” he said. “With
severe budget cuts imminent, continuing with the sta-
tus quo in SFUSD is unacceptable and not sustainable.”

Breed continues on A9

S.F. break-in tied
to Vance remark
occurred later

By Rachel Swan

Republican vice presidential candidate J.D. Vance
said in a recent New York Times interview that frustra-
tion over a San Francisco car break-in — and the re-
sponse from law enforcement — may have prompted
him to tell a friend, in an email in late 2014, “I hate the
police.”

But according to records from the San Francisco Po-
lice Department, the burglary appears to have oc-
curred in August 2015, many months after Vance’s
comment.

Responding to a public records request from the
Chronicle for any car burglary reports associated with
Vance or his wife, Usha Vance, department spokesper-
son Robert Rueca identified one. It concerned a vehicle
break-in that occurred Aug. 15, 2015, and was reported
online nearly three years later, on Aug,. 14, 2018.

Department officials would not immediately release
the police report but summarized its content. The vic-
tim, whom Rueca didn’t name, said a suitcase contain-

Vance continues on A10

Youth offender law hasn’t led to more prison releases

By Bob Egelko

When a prisoner who com-
mitted a serious crime as a
youth seeks parole, California
law requires the parole board
to give “great weight” to their
age and mental development,
and to grant release unless they
clearly pose a danger to the
public. But records for the past
decade indicate the law has had
little or no effect on parole
rates.

The Board of Parole Hear-
ings, appointed by the gover-
nor, approves release of about
one-third of the inmates it con-
siders, those sentenced to long
prison terms or to indetermi-
nate terms of up to life in pris-
on. Despite the state law on
youth offenders, defined as

when they were 25 or younger,

Yalonda M. James/The Chronicle

Jamesetta Guy, 61, embraces Chewy, her emotional support dog.
Guy served 41 years for a homicide she committed at age 17 in 1981.

older offenders since the law

granted parole to 35% of the
prisoners whose cases it heard
in 2023, and to 38% of the youth
offenders, according to state
prison officials. Between 2018
and 2022, the approval rates
ranged from 28% to 39% for all
cases and from 34% to 40% for
youth offenders.

Those figures do not include
thousands of prisoners who
were eligible for parole consid-
eration but decided they were
unlikely to win release and
waived their right to a hearing.
And fears that parolees are
dangerous appear to be over-
blown: According to the De-
partment of Corrections and
Rehabilitation, among 5,248
California inmates who were
freed on parole between 201
and 2019, only 23, or 0.5%, were

those who were sentenced as their parole-approval rates took effect in 2014. convicted of a felony against

adults for crimes committed have been similar to those for For example, the board Youth continues on A10
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