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To the northern communities and 
the northern vintners, to our workers 
at the winery, located in the conflict 
zone, who continue to produce with 
love, local wine that embodies our 
national spirit and brings us local 
& international pride & awards.

Shlomit Tsur

O nly few days after the outbreak of the Gaza war, there were already ques-tions about whether resi-dents who were evacuated from communities in the 
north and near the Gaza border in the 
south would go back to their homes at 
the end of the war, and if so, under what 
conditions. Who could have imagined 
that this troubling question would still 
hang over the heads of so many people, 
now refugees in their own country, a 
year later, in October 2024?A year has passed and the abys-

mal uncertainty that has dominated 
the lives of the evacuees – many of 
whom experienced that hellish Black 
Saturday firsthand, and whose rela-
tives and friends perished on October 
7 – won’t let up. And when frustration 
and futility scream to high heaven, 
perhaps the only way they can regain 

control of their lives is to disconnect 
from the administrative chaos of the 
war and the reconstruction that may 
or may not follow, stop being depen-
dent on decisions from the top, and 
take the reins again.Not everybody can disconnect, 

economically or emotionally, and 
not everybody is willing to give up 
the life they knew or the community 
they helped establish. But as more 
time passes, more and more evacu-
ees reach the conclusion that it’s bet-
ter for them to open a new chapter. 
Sometimes the decision comes for 
good reasons, such as successfully 
adapting to their temporary home, 
and sometimes because of the exis-
tential angst involved in going back 
to living next to a threatening border. 
The pangs of homesickness are still 
there, but the discovery of a new life, 
rife with possibilities, employment 
and education, has led them to decide 
on a permanent move. Four such fam-
ilies talk about their considerations 

and the decision to look reality in the 
eye – and move on. 

The Yoskovich familyRoni Yoskovich and her three 
children, aged 9 1/2, 13 and 16, were 
evacuated from Kibbutz Dan, close to 
the Lebanese border; Yoskovich used 
to work as a teacher in nearby Kiryat 
Shmona. They are now moving into a 

rental apartment in Ganei Tikva, east 
of Tel Aviv. They don’t plan to return 
to their house in the kibbutz, which 
Yoskovich wants to sell after the war 
is over.

“On October 14 they evacuated us 
to the Dan Carmel Hotel in Haifa with 
other families from the kibbutz, and 
we spent a long time there. I also found 
work at the Hebrew Reali School in Hai-
fa,” says Yoskovich. “Gradually, people 

began to leave. Some went abroad – one 
family to Thailand, one to Spain. We re-
mained virtually alone. In mid-July, the 
kibbutz administration announced we 
were leaving the hotel and that we are 
all being relocated to Kibbutz Merom 
Golan, in the northern Golan Heights. 
It seemed unreasonable to me to move 
to such a targeted place, and in August 
I left with the children for my parents’ 
home at Kiryat Ono [in central Israel] – 

where I grew up until I was 21.”Yoskovich says that the evacuated 
families were hesitant about the move 
to Merom Golan, and a few days later, 
Noa and Nir Baranes from nearby Kib-
butz Ortal were killed by Hezbollah 
rocket fire while driving in their car. 
Some families from Dan ended up going 
back to their kibbutz, where the military 

Kim Lagziel

 “W e real estate agents have this joke: A Jew-ish guy puts his house up for sale for 3 mil-
lion shekels, and his Arab neighbor 
lists an identical house for 3.8 million. 
The Jewish guy says, ‘Listen, man, it’s 
the same house,’ to which the Arab guy 
replies, ‘Yes. But in my case, it’s next 
to a Jewish family’s home, and in your 
case, it’s next to Arabs.’”Danny (a pseudonym), who is a real 

estate agent working in Be’er Sheva, 
tells us this joke to illustrate the emo-
tions and economic dilemma sparked 
by the processes currently taking 
place in the city.“I’ve been in this field for 17 years, 

and the number of Arabs inquiring 
about living in the city has increased 
tenfold, especially for rentals,” he says. 
“These aren’t only Bedouin [from the 
Negev], but also Arabs from northern 
Israel who come here to study, and fam-
ilies looking for a better quality of life.”

“We see them in Be’er Sheva’s new 
neighborhoods, and in Omer, Meitar 
and Lehavim. Some Bedouin home 
buyers act like investors,” he contin-

ues. “They don’t actually move into 
the Rakafot neighborhood in north-
ern Be’er Sheva. The same thing hap-
pened in [the southern communities] 
of Lehavim and Carmit: We see that 
they buy homes but don’t live there. 
They later sell the single-family 
home to Jews.”

This trend became particularly evi-
dent last month when an Israel Land 
Authority (ILA) tender for self-build 
plots in the upscale Rakafot neigh-
borhood closed with 24 percent of the 
winners being Arab. The tender offered 165 plots priced 

between 500,000 and 750,000 shekels 

(about $133,000 – $200,000) and the 
local press took notice. “The winners 
of the tender for single-family homes 
in the new Rakafot neighborhood in 
northern Be’er Sheva were surprised 
to discover that the place where they 
won the chance to build their dream 
homes will be a mixed community of 
Jews and Arabs,” the Be’er Sheva Net 
website reported.The use of the word “surprised” is a 

bit of an exaggeration. A quick look at 
the large Facebook group “Be’er Sheva 
Together” reveals that the city’s resi-
dents already consider it a mixed city 
and talk frequently about the ongoing 
change in the population’s composition 
over the last several years – for better 
or worse. Alongside posts and com-
ments tinged with racism and incite-
ment against Arabs, the group is also 
filled with genuine expressions of co-
existence and voices approving the city 
being an inclusive space – like neigh-
bors helping each other jump-start a 
car – the sort of interaction that might 
be less familiar in non-mixed cities in 
central Israel.Be’er Sheva belongs to those who 

love it. While outsiders mostly know 
the city by its central bus station on 
the way to IDF bases in the Negev, lo-
cals appreciate its family-friendly at-
mosphere, its old city, the climate that 
allows for a pleasant evening stroll 
even in the heavy heat of August and 
the carpets of blooming flowers that 
spring between the buildings during 
the rainy season. When it comes to 
daily life, Be’er Sheva is a major me-
tropolis that provides health services, 
commerce, medical care and govern-
ment services for tens of thousands 
across the Negev.However, according to the state’s 

definitions, the southern city is far 
from being considered a mixed com-
munity. Just two years ago, during the 
tenure of the Bennett-Lapid so-called 
“government of change,” the state 
established a non-binding definition 
aimed at reducing gaps in Israel’s Arab 
society and reducing crime. According to the government’s de-

cision, a city is considered mixed if it 
has a “significant minority of the Arab 

Who’s bothered by Arabs improving their lives?While the state hinders the development of Bedouin communities in the 

Negev, Israeli Arabs and Bedouin are migrating into Be'er Sheva's upper 

middle-class areas en masse. Not everyone is happy about it
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The Yoskovich family from Kibbutz Dan, at home in Ganei Tikva. 

    Moti Milrod

‘We suddenly discovered another Israel’Four families that were evacuated from 
their homes at the beginning of the war 
talk about their decision not to go back

People walking in the Rakafot neighborhood in Be’er Sheva. 
Eliyahu Hershkovitz

Despite Be’er Sheva’s growing Arab population, no attention is paid to its needs, and it does not receive appropriate services.

Who’s afraid 
of Arabs 
seeking 
better lives? 
Real Estate 
Section, Inside

Ran Shimoni

A police officer in his 
30s was killed and four ci-
vilians were wounded in a 
shooting attack on Tuesday 
afternoon on a main high-
way near the Yavne inter-
change is southern Israel.

The assailant emerged 
on foot from the side of 
Route 4 and opened fire 
on passing vehicles using 
a handgun. A truck driver 
traveling south noticed the 
attack, exited his vehicle, 
and shot the assailant dead.

The officer, later iden-
tified as Sgt. Maj. Adir 
Kadosh, was initially 
rushed in critical condition 
to Assuta Medical Center 
in Ashdod, where he was 
pronounced dead. 

One civilian shot in the 
leg was taken to a hospi-
tal in Rehovot in moderate 
condition. 

Two others, wounded 
by glass shards from shat-
tered windows, were trans-
ported to Assuta suffering 
from mild and moderate 
wounds. 

Additionally, a doctor 
who stopped to assist the 
wounded sustained minor 
injuries after being struck 
by a car.

The attack on Tuesday 
was the fourth terror at-
tack in Israel so far in Oc-
tober. 

Last week, one person 
was killed and six were 
wounded in a stabbing at-
tack on across four differ-
ent locations in the central 
city of Hadera. According 
to Israel Police, the assail-
ant was a 36-year-old resi-
dent of the city of Umm 
al-Fahm.

Also last week, Border 
Police officer Shira Chaya 

Suslik, 19, was killed in a 
shooting attack at the Be’er 
Sheva central bus station. 
Nine other people, all in 
their 20s, were wounded, 
two of them seriously. The 
assailant in Be’er Sheva, 
an Israeli citizen from an 
unrecognized Bedouin vil-
lage near Hura, entered a 
McDonald’s branch at the 
station and opened fire 
with a handgun before sol-
diers at the scene shot him 
dead. 

On October 1, seven 
people were killed and 16 
others were wounded in a 
shooting attack in Jaffa. 

Police say that the two 
assailants, later identified 
as Muhammad Khalef Sa-
her Rajab and Hassan Mu-
hammad Hassan Tamimi, 
were both in their 20s from 
the city of Hebron in the 
West Bank.
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Ben Samuels 
and Jonathan Lis

Senior U.S. officials issued 
a highly irregular warning 
to their Israeli counterparts 
that failure to dramatically 
improve Gaza’s humanitarian 
crisis within 30 days would 
have ramifications, possibly 
including the suspension of 
U.S. arms sales.

An Israeli diplomatic 

source said that the U.S. in-
formed Israel that it will stop 
supplying weapons if Israel 
continues to block American 
humanitarian aid from enter-
ing Gaza.

“Israel must, starting now 
and within 30 days, act on 
the following concrete mea-
sures,” read a letter from U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken and Defense Secre-
tary Lloyd Austin to Israeli 

ministers Yoav Gallant and 
Ron Dermer. “Failure to dem-
onstrate a sustained commit-
ment to implementing and 
maintaining these measures 
may have implications for 
U.S. policy under NSM-20 and 
relevant U.S. law.”

The letter, sent Sunday, 
described the humanitar-
ian situation in Gaza as “in-
creasingly dire,” adding that 
Blinken and Lloyd Austin 

were “particularly concerned 
that recent actions by the Is-
raeli government, including 
halting commercial imports, 
denying or impeding nearly 
90 percent of humanitarian 
movements between northern 
and southern Gaza in Septem-
ber, continuing burdensome 
and excessive dual-use re-
strictions and instituting new 
vetting and onerous liability 
and customs requirements 

for humanitarian staff and 
shipments – together with in-
creased lawlessness and loot-
ing – are contributing to an 
accelerated deterioration in 
the conditions in Gaza.”

They noted that the quan-
tity of aid being brought into 
Gaza has dropped by more 
than 50 percent since Is-
rael provided assurances in 
March and April that it would 
allow humanitarian aid in 

accordance with U.S. law. 
According to the letter, the 
quantity of aid entering Gaza 
in September was the lowest 
of any month in the past year.

Blinken and Austin called 
for a minimum of 350 trucks 
per day to enter Gaza through 
both Erez crossings, Gate 96 
and Kerem Shalom, as well as 
opening a fifth new crossing. 

Amount of aid going into Gaza has dropped by 50%

Linda Dayan

At the entrance to Kib-
butz Kfar Azza in southern 
Israel, a small group of 
men, all in their early 20s, 
were hard at work on Sun-
day evening. 

Smoking hand-rolled cig-
arettes, they secured the 
beams of the small hut built 
to dine in for the upcoming 
Sukkot holiday. Instead of 
using traditional wooden 
or cloth panels to form the 
sukkah’s walls, they were 
stretching long rolls of post-
ers across the structure’s 
metal skeleton. 

“Doron, Keith, Gali, Ziv 
and Emily are still held cap-
tive in Gaza,” read the rolls 
of plastic. “We’re bringing 
them home NOW!” The fac-
es of Keith Samuel Siegel, 
Doron Steinbrecher, Emily 
Damari and twin brothers 
Gali and Ziv Berman – some 

smiling, some stern – were 
plastered to the sides. 

No one would sit and 

eat in the sukkah. Not that 
there are enough people 
left in the kibbutz to do so, 

save for the security squad 
– which many of the young 
men building the sukkah 

are part of, and the odd 
couple. 

Instead, empty chairs 
of bright yellow, the color 
symbolizing the fight to 
bring the hostages home, 
would be gathered around 
the table. They bear the 
pictures of the five kibbutz 
members who, 376 days on, 
have yet to return. 

Before last year, Kibbutz 
Kfar Azza was home to 
about 800 members. But on 
October 7, 2023, Hamas-led 
terrorists breached the kib-
butz from all directions and 
began a path of slaughter. 

Sixty-four people were 
killed and 18 more kid-
napped. Two of the cap-
tives – Yotam Haim and 
Alon Lulu Shamriz – were 
mistakenly killed by Is-
raeli soldiers in Gaza last 
December. Eleven others, 

‘We won’t stop until they’re back’: 
Building a sukkah for hostages in Gaza

Josh Breiner 
and Bar Peleg

Soldiers from Force 100, 
which guards Palestinian 
detainees at the Sde Teiman 
detention camp in Israel, at-
tacked military police investi-
gators in July when they came 
to arrest their colleagues on 
suspicion of abusing and sod-
omizing a Gazan detainee, 
according to investigative 
military policemen involved 
in the arrest. The soldiers 
seized the suspects from the 
investigators at gunpoint and 
barricaded themselves with 
the suspects in another build-
ing at the base. 

Even though the military 
police has witness testimo-
nies to the assault, it has not 
investigated, on the grounds 
that the assaulted soldiers are 
afraid to officially complain 

even though in its aftermath, 
some of the investigators 
involved stopped fulfilling 
operational roles, and one 
stopped showing up for re-
serves duty.

According to sources and 
information obtained by 
Haaretz, shortly after the in-
cident, the military detectives 
and investigators involved in 
arresting the suspects de-
scribed a severe attack. Two 
testified that they were pep-
per sprayed and one told, in 
tears, how a rifle barrel was 
shoved against his torso to 
force him to release a suspect. 

The military tribunal and 
media were told about a “vio-
lent incident” that included 
the use of pepper spray, but 
the other details were not re-
leased. 

The soldiers’ arrest led to a 
right-wing protest and some 

of the participants, including 
Knesset members and a min-
ister, broke into Sde Teiman. 
After the detainees were 
moved to Beit Lid, another 
base, protesters broke into 
that base too. There were no 
arrests.

“The assaulted soldiers 
are scared,” says an army 
source. “They saw what hap-
pened when the names of the 
investigative military police 
were shared. They were 
threatened online. They saw 
the slander people participat-
ing in the arrests.” 

A senior source familiar 
with the affair said that the 
military police commanders 
have been refraining from 
investigating the affair due 
to public pressure by right-
wing activists. 

Soldiers attacked army police for 
arresting peers at Sde Teiman
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IDF police avoiding inquiry due to right-wing pressure

At the beginning of the 
week, U.S. Vice President 
Kamala Harris issued an 
exceptional statement of 
condemnation. The Demo-
cratic presidential candi-
date quoted a United Na-
tions report stating that not 
a single food shipment has 
entered the Gaza Strip for 
almost two weeks. Harris 
said that Israel needs to act 
urgently to ensure civilian 
aid for those in need in the 
region and to respect inter-
national law. Following the 
American reprimand, rep-
resentatives of the defense 
establishment met with 
U.S. and UN personnel to 
inform them that the Israel 
Defense Forces would en-
able aid trucks to enter the 
area, where a new offensive 
by the 162nd Division got 
underway last week.

Apparently the adminis-
tration was not all that con-
vinced. In the meantime, 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken and Secretary of 
Defense Lloyd Austin an-
nounced that if Israel didn’t 
stop interfering with the 
transfer of American hu-
manitarian aid into Gaza 
within 30 days, the adminis-
tration would block weapons 
shipments to Israel. Since 
May, in the wake of Israel 
ignoring Washington’s ob-
jections to the IDF’s entry 
into Rafah, the U.S. has been 
delaying the shipment of 
one-ton bombs to the Israel 
Air Force. For the past few 
days the IDF has refrained 

from bombing the Dahiyeh 
neighborhood in Beirut, also 
due to U.S. opposition. With 
fear of a renewed escalation 
with Iran in the background, 
American defensive aid to 
Israel comes with a price 

tag: a demand for closer co-
ordination – and without it, 
the threat of sanctions.

The military operation in 
the Strip, which is focused 
on the outskirts of the Ja-
balya refugee camp, is not 

getting much attention at the 
moment because of the de-
velopments in Lebanon and 
the Iranian threat. The IDF 
Spokesperson’s Unit issues 
communiques every day 
about dozens of terrorists 

who were killed in the fight-
ing. Because these commu-
niques rely on reports from 
the forces on the ground, it’s 
difficult to know for certain 
how many of those killed 
were actually armed mili-

tants and how many were 
Palestinian civilians who 
didn’t manage to get out of 
the area where the army was 
operating.

U.S. ultimatum to Israel: More 
Gaza aid, or face arms embargo

Shin Bet: Hamas 
in Turkey behind 
TA terrror attack
News, Page 2

See U.S., Page 9

American help comes with a price tag: Closer coordination – or the threat of sanctions

Police officer killed, 
four wounded in 
shooting attack

Members of Kfar Azza building a sukkah for the return of the hostages. � Eliyahu Hershkovitz

Families and supporters of hostages in the Gaza Strip at the Knesset, on Tuesday.� Olivier Fitoussi

Adir Kadosh�  GPO

Aid trucks in Rafah in September.� Mohamed Abd El Ghany/Reuters

Analysis Amos Harel

Assailant opens fire on cars on Route 4


